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Office of the State liEOisTRAR of Vital Statistics, 

Providence, December, 1881. 
To the Honorable the General Assembly: 

The Twenty -Eighth Annual Report of the Registration of Births, Marriages 
and Deatlis in Rhode Island, is herewith submitted. The statistics presented are 
for the year ending December 31, 1880. 

The methods of classification employed are the same as in previous Reports, 
and the arrangement and order of the Tables are nearly the same. 

Diagrams have been introduced for the first time, to show the average annual 
proportion to the population, of the births and deaths in each of the several towns, 
during a period of ten years; and some a<lditional summaries and synopses, with 
comments, are also presented, to elucidate particular subjects of inquiry, or show 
various comparative relations in a concise form. 

The general results of registration in the State, as reported for the year 1880, 
are as follows: 

There were 6,295 births; 2,769 marriages; and 4.829 deaths. 

Of the bkrtlis, 192 were still-born,, and 6,103 were of living children. 

The whole number of births were 55 less than in 1879, and the number of 
still-born 24 less. 

There were 373 more marriages, or 746 more persons married in 1880 than there 
were in 1879, and the number of deaths were 357 more. 

The following summary will show in a condensed form, the proportion of the 
several events of births, marriages and deaths in 1880, to the population, in the 
different divisions of the State, on the basis of the Census of 1880: 

Marriages!, 
Births, one person married Deaths, 

one in every in every one in every 

Bristol County 40.0 58.7 62.1 

Kent County 46.8 47.4 67.8 

Newport County, Towns 60.6 69.8 79.3 

NewportClty 89.8 64.8 64.6 

Newport County 44.8 62.8 69.0 

Providence County, Towns 46.9 59.8 68.6 

Providence City 89.9 42.6 60.4 

Providence County 42 9 49.1 68.9 

Washington County 52.6 45.7 85.6 

Whole State 43.9 49.9 67.8 
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There has been considerable improvement in the forms of the returns, as 
made out by some of the town clerks, and there is evidence that the canvass has 
been more thorough and complete in many of the towns, than in some years 
heretofore. 

There will, however, never be perfectly accurate and complete returns of 
births and deaths, until the Statutes require, and the law enforces, a return of 
each to the town or city clerk or registrar, at the time of occurrence. 

Respectfully. 

CHA8. H. FISHER. M. D., 

State Registrar of Vital Statistics and Secretary of the State Board of Health. 



Contents. 



I Table I. Qcneral abstract of the liirtlis, marriages and deaths In 1880; 
•honing tlie nauiber of births, ibe sex and parenlHge of iliosolKirD; tlie 
number of marriages, with Itie nativity of those murried; the number 
of douibs, wiih the sex and parcolagc of those who died; the aggregate 
and average Ago of the decedeois of each sex, and of ibe wbole nunitier 
of docedentB wliose age was given* hIso tlic population of uocli town 

uid division of Ibe Stste, liy lie Census nt 1880. a-3 

Tasi.B n. Births; showing tlie nunilicr of caeb sex born, in each munlh 

of the jrcar, in the several divisions of the Slate 4-5 

Tasuc in. Plurality births; arranged by months, sexes und divisions of 

tbo Stale; and showing tlie naiiviiy of the piircnts 6 

iTxnLE rV. Marriages; showing the uiiroljer of marriages in each month, 

in each ijuarter of the yuur, in the several iliviaions of the Stale, . , 7 

L V. Ages of persons married; showing the number of eachtex 

married, within certain stated periods of life 8 

|Tablk VI. Deaths; showing the number of each sex who died iti eafth 

lb, in the several divisions of the Stale B 

1 VII. Deaths; showing the number of each sex who died at cer- 
iMn sUled periods of life, in each liwn and division of the State; also 
the population of every town and division; with tbu percentage of deaths 

to population 10-15 

'" Table VIII. Causes of Death and Season in 1880; arranged alphabeti- 
cally, showing the number of each sex who died from each cause, in each 
month, and in the whole year; and also the number of American and of 

foreign parentage, for the whole year lft-30 

t'AnLB IX. Causes of Death and age; arninged alphabet lc;illy, and show- 
ing the number of each sex who died from each cause, In each period of 

" ' 21-35 

Tablx X. Classlfi cation und Percentage; showing the number and per- 
centage of deaiiis from each cause and each class of causes, in the whole 

State, and in each division of the Slate 30-83 

£ XL Occupations and Ages nt Death; showing the number, and 
tbe Ri^regalc and average age at death, of the decedents, lu each occu- 
pation, and class of occupations, in the whole Stale, in Providence city, 

I and In the rest of the State, ages under 20 omitted 33-38 

VaBIjS XII. Occupations and Causes of Death; showing the number In 
h occupation, and class of occupations, who died by each specifled 

cause; omitting ages under 20 87-43 

Results and Obsbbtationb, 1880 45 

TABi.e XIII. Births, marriages and deaths in twenty-sis years 45 

Tabi,b SIV. Number and proporiioDOf births, marriages and deatlis in 
1880, to the population by the Ceusus of 1880, in each town and county 
In the Stale 46 



Vi. TWENTY-EIGHTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1880. 

Pagb. 
Table XV. Births, marriages and deaths in Rhode Island in 1878-1879 

and 1880 60 

Table XVI. Aggregate number of births, marriages and deaths in each 
town and county in Rhode Island during the ten years from 1870 to 1879 
inclusive, with the annual average and percentage of tlie same to the 
population; and the aggregate and average age of all the decedents in 
the same towns and counties, for the same period of time 52-53 

Remarks concerning Table XVI 54-59 

Table XVII. Proportion of births, marriages and deaths to the popula- | 

tion of the State, in each of the last eleven years 59 

Diagrams illustrating Table XVI 61-68 

Births, 1880 69-85 

Sex of the children born in 1880 69 

Table XVIII. Number and proportion of each sex, in each of twenty- 
seven years 69 

Table XIX. Proportion of the sexes born, in each division of the 
State, in 1880 70 

Table XX. Proportion of the sexes born, in each division of the State, 

in each of the last eighteen yciirs 73 

Sex and season of births 74-76 

Number and proportion of each sex born in each quarter of the year 1880. 74 

Table XXI. Proportion of each sex born in each quarter of the last 

fifteen years 74 

Proportion of each sex born in each quarter of the last twenty years 75 

Table XXII. Season in connection with the whole number of children 
born for twenty-eight years 76 

Pjirentage 76-78 

Table XXIII. Parentage of children born in the last five years, and in 
four periods, of five years each, from 1858-1877 inclusive 77 

Table XXIV. Percentage by parentage of children born in Rhode 

Island, in twenty-three years 77 

Colored children 78 

Colored children, number born in each town 79 

Table XXV. Number of the child of the mother. {Table for 1879 and 
1880, and for twenty four years, 1857-1880) 80 

Table XXVI. Percentage of first, second, third, &c. , children for twelve 

years 81 

Plurality births in 1880 81 

Plurality births in Rhode Island for twenty-eight years 82 

Still-born children 82-85 

Still-born children in 1880; sex, parentage, color, season 83 

Table XXVII. Summary of still-born in twenty-eight years and seven 

months, and each of the last five years 83 

Nativity of parentage of still-born children 84 

Marriaqes, 1880 86 

Table XXVIII. Season in connection with marriages in 1880, and for 
twenty-seven years previous 86 



Ba880.] coirtENTs. tii. 

I Pahk. 

KTablr XXIX. Nalivlly of persons married in Rbode IslEkod in each of 

I llie iMt eight yearn, and also the aggregale of twenty yeara. 87 

VTadlb XXX. PertunUge of marrlageii, American, forctgn and mixed, 

■ for twenty-three yenra. 88 

■ Tadlb XXXl. Nunilier of persons married, of cacb kx., in each divis- 

■ ion of uge». in 18S0 89 

KTablb XXXII. Number of persona married, of e&cb sex, in each divis. 

K ion of ages, in eai^li of the Sfteen years, 1808-1880 90 

BT'td.ES XXXIIl nnd XSXIV. Pei'centage of persons married at dif- 

B ferent ages, twenly-one years 91-93 

■Uarriagcs of colored persona, number and proportion 93 

■DtvoncES, 1 880 M 

Vtable XXXV. Divorces, 1880, number granted, ciiusea alleged 94 

■ Zlamlier applied for. and granted, in eocb of tbe lost eight years 95 

■Tabi-g XXXVI. Number granted, and proportion of marriages to each 

B divorce, in each division of the Static, in each of the last eleven years. . 86 

BDkathb, 1979 97-138 

■{Bex of the decedents 96 

BTablr XXX\'II. Number and proportion of the sexes among decedents. 

B twenty-seven years 89 

KTablb XXXVIII. Number nnd proportion of Ibe sexes among children 

B born, twenty-seven yeara 99 

KTabuc XXXIX. Season and moriatity; numbers and proportions at 

H different seasons, twenty -seven years 100 

^Bablb XL. ProvidfiQce city compared wiib (he rest of the Slate 101 

HTabi-b XLL Order of Ibe months in respect to mortality in Rbode Isl- 

W and 102 

^Varentage of tbe decedents in Rhode Island 103 

BTabi.k XLII. Numbers and proportion ncccirilitig lo parentage, twenty- 

K two years 108 

I Table XLIII. Age of the decedents; average in the several divisions of 

I tlie Btaie. (or twenty-three years 105 

L Table XLIV. Percentage of decedents at different ages, twenty-eight 

I years lOQ 

I TiBrGeutage of decedents at different ages, in different towns 107 

r^OoIored decedents in Rhode Island 106 

BSu, season, average age of colored decedents 108 

■^ABLR XtiV. Births, marriages and deaths among the colored popula- 

■ Bon in 1880 109 

Hteme for twenty years 110 

pCAUssH o» DEvru, 1980 112-140 

E'Tabi.K XLVI. Cause not stated in 1880, number and proportion in each 

P county 112 

PTablk XLVII. Cause not stated, number and proportion for each 

[ county, eighteen yrars 118 

I'Tablk XLVIII. Thirteen principal causes of death in twenty-eight 

I jenr* in Ithude Island 115 



Viii. TWENTY-EIGHTH BEQI8TBATI0N REPORT. [1880. 

Page. 
Table XLIX. Causes of death; number of decedents in 1880, from 

sixteen principal causes, showing the relation of the causes to sex, 

parentage, season, age and locality 117-118 

Consideration of different causes of death 119 

Accidents, 1880 119 

Table L. Apoplexy and paralysis; number of deaths, perccnt^e, sex, 

parentage and locality, sixteen yeara 120 

Table LI. Apoplexy and paralysis; periods of life of decedents 121 

Brain, diseases of 122 

Cancer 122 

Child-birth 128 

Cholera Infantum 123 

Table LII. Cholera Infantum; number of deaths, sex, parentage and 

locality, sixteen years 124 

Consumption 125 

Table LUI. Consumption; number and percentage of deaths, in each 
county in the State, in twenty years 127-128 

Consumption; deaths in proportion to the population at given dates 130-181 

Table LIV. Croup and Diphthc*ria, number of deaths according to sex, 

in each of seven years, 1858 to 1865 132 

Table LV. Croup and Diphtheria; number of deaths, sex and parent- 
age, sixteen years 138 

Table LVI. Croup and Scarlatina; number and percentage of deaths 
in each month, in the aggregate for the twenty-seven years, 1853-1879 

inclusive. Diphtheria, 1858-1878 inclusive 134 

Mortality from these diseases at different seasons of the year 135 

Table LYII. Scarlatina; number and percentage of deaths; and sex, 

parentage and locality of the decedents, twenty-six years 136 

Table LYIII. Heart, Diseases of; number and percentage of deaths; 

sex, parentage and locality of decedents, sixteen years 137 

Table LIX. Periods of life of decedents, sixteen years 138 

Table LX. Pneumonia and Congestion of the Lungs; number of deaths, 

percentage, sex, parentage and locality, sixteen years 139 

Table LXI. Pneumonia and Congestion of the Lungs; periods of life 

of decedents 140 

Table LXII. Fever, Typhoid and Typhus; number of deaths, percent- 
age, sex, parentage and locality, sixteen years 142 

Table LXIII. Fever, Typhoid and Typhus; periods of life of decedents 143 

Comparative results 144 

Table LXIV. Percentages of death from twenty-one principal dis- 
eases, 1876-1878 144 

Comparison of mortality from above diseases 145 

Conclusion 145 

Appendix; Registration Laws of Rhode Island 147-151 



REPORT ON THE REGISTRATION 



O*" 



Births, Marrlages and Deaths 



IN 



RHODE ISLAN D. 



von TUB 



YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1880. 



Eh 
< 

I" 

« t- 

« I 

S ft 



u 



QO J^ 



o = 

M 
Z; 





rwEiT 


TY-EIOUTU KK(. 


ISTRATION KEPOBT. [1880. 

il|Silli|iii«iiii! 




B| JSV^iSSaav 




i 


1 


■«imnji 

■"[»II 


IP 

iii 


s ssss 

im 

S !Pi 

"a"" suss 


lilliSllll! 

|-=IIIE«||-| 

1 Htnm s 




Is 


■»[BH 




<5 1 


=5* 
-8g 




i 


■tWiJWjj 


2 S3] 3 uas's 


= 


nr" 


:: s 

Kg 




■u„„„,v 


3 -SE-SS 




s 


'«nmijj 




S"— "58 




-I., 




■»,..K.mjvj.1SI:|| S5B| 


S -SS-S5 


ss 


o 

CO 




1 


■3|>«-uivl : 1 


E 

a 

3- 


-iH 


~ 


■*-, 




■ulu^J™v "SS 


3 5S"S 


JJJ, 


s 


- * 




J3quillllS|oqjilj"8a 






i 




;jaiiloK-n.v|— >"|=-»"-:a 

"S9 "1= "-'= 




•ll3,*.CM " = 


5 1 GSsiffi" 


1 :- I i-S 

1 "aas'sB 


O 




■umiwiuv ■'I 




i 










■j,-HiniafciaiOqM 


EgS|g usasjj -ssssa 




1 1 

TOWNS 1 

THE tTJiTt. j ^ 


511 


IMIijPBIIi 


II 




1 


S 


ill 


i 




ii: 


1 


3 ; 
jl 



RIUTTIS, MAllRIAOBS I 



llllll^tllfM 









1 1 lliiii 



■• "§"""5 — R S 



-:;;^teaT=-g|^a|.--.g- 



t'l 
















TWBKTY-EIOUTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1880. 



Table II.— BIRTHS, 1880. 
Arranged by Months. Sexes, and Divmons of the Statt. 











Dn'ISIONS OF THB STATE. 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 


1 


} 


i 


1 


1 


i 
a. 


1 


1 


Juniifiry.. . . 


Males. . . . 


a7fi 


19 


14 


11 


15 


85 


103 


29 




Femaloa. . 
Tolnl.... 


238 


31 


13 
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14 


68 


110 


10 




514 


27 


16 


29 


163 


213 


45 


Febniavy . . . 


Maloi. . . . 


2fiO 
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23 
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11 


71 


98 


27 




Fc^mnlcB.. 
Total.... 


•iU 


14 


12 
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16 


81 


98 


21 




494 


28 


35 


9 


26 


152 


196 


48 


Morel. 


Males. . . . 


270 


IK 


12 
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16 


79 


130 


12 




Females.. 
Total.... 


247 


15 


23 
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13 


74 


101 


20 




517 


33 


36 
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2« 


163 


231 


32 


Aprii 
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203 





IS 
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16 


59 


91 


10 
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14 


!l 


12 


78 


94 


14 




440 
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32 


15 


28 


137 


186 


24 


Miiy 
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Ifl 
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fi 


21 


89 


94 


16 
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96 
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fi 
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208 
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Jiino 
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76 


127 
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Females . 
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71 


114 
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511 


19 


39 
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27 


147 


241 


31 


July 
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206 


11 
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13 


75 


128 


16 




Females.. 


266 
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IB 


11 


18 


78 


108 


24 




Total.... 


531 


19 


37 


10 


31 


153 


236 


39 
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*|i 
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,; 
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Angnst Miik-s... .. 


292| C 


2l! 5I 


10' 


01 
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252 10 


22l e; 


"i 


84 
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644j 10 


43 llj 


32! 


180 
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September. . 
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arsi 8 


22 ?[ 


20I 


103 


1071 12 
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282 9 


26! "1 


20 


101 


IKtj 13 
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6(lll 1? 


48J 10 


40j 


304 


317; 25 


October.... Males.... 


290' 14 


21! 10 


18 


04 


1221 17 


Femak'S.. 


258; 19 


14 


51 


13[ 


ti2 


98 17 


Total .... 


654: 33 


35 


151 


3ll 


18G 


220' 34 


November.. Males 


2« 12 


Ifl 


«l 


181 


83 


113, 19 
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249 
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la 


2, 


19 


«0 


120. 20 



.iMak'K... 
iPeniales. 



iTotal . . 



Whole yenr.iMules. .. 
I Females. 

iTota] . . . 



521 18 


32 


10 37' 152 233 


39 


308| 12 
208 12 


25 
17 


10' 27I !>?! 120 
7 26! 85' 108 


17 
13 


570 24 


42 


17J 53I i82J 228 


30 


3,244' 160| 231 
3,051, 128, 209 


81, 205, 1,004 1.3G1 
59< 194: 980i 1,2G5 


200 
21!) 


6,295. 278 


440 


140 399| 1,984| 2,620 
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HARRIAOBB. 

Table IV.— MARRIAGES, 1880. 

Arranged by Months and Divisions of the State. 





i 

1 
s 

i 


DIVISIONS OP TSB BTAT?. 




MONTUS. 


1 
1 


5 

1 


1 






a 


i 


Jununry 


S06 


5 


17 


3 


10 


49 


105 


16 


217 


Febrnary 


209 


G 


■ 3 


3 


e 


59 


100 


22 


183 




160 

6n 


5 
IG 


ai 

51 


7 
.3 


9 


48 
ISO 


53 
258 


17 
65 




First Quarter.. ., 


521 


Ai.ril 


828 
243 
234 

705 


8 
9 
11 

28 


15 

n 

23 
CO 


10 
3 
6 

1!) 


15 

10 

30 


6fi 
72 
CI 
199 


98 
109 
111 
318 


10 
IS 
17 
51 


198 


May 


205 




208 


Socmul Quarter.. 


611 


July. 


209 


: 


16 


4 


10 


58 


97 


17 








Septcmboi' 


255 


7 


15 


4 


12 


75 


115 


27 


209 


Third Qiiurter... 


C30 


20 


4C 


13 


34 


170 


287 


54 


554 


October 


259 


la 


16 


» 


10 


79 


108 


28 


221 


November 


844 


ic 


34 


8 


16 


92 


148 


30 


292 


December 


257 


h 


10 


12 


8 


82 


112 


38 


197 


Fourth Quarter. . 


8G0 


33 


60 


20 


34 


253 


308 


80 


710 


Whole Year 


2,709 


97 


217 


71 


123 


784 


1,231 


2-1 (i 


2,396 
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Tarle v.— ages of persons MARRIED, 1880. 







AGES 


OF 


WOMEN. 










• 

S 

1 


Ages of Men. 
























1 

I 




a> 

77 


8 


2 
1 


2 
«... 


5" 

o 


4 

O 

• • 


s 

B 

• • 


2 
S 


1 

s 

• • 


2 
S 

• • 


• 

2 
3 


1 

5 

00 

*^ 

O 


Under 20 


24 




102 


20 to 25 


373 


597 


93 


11 


3 


• • 


• • 




• • 


• • 






1,077 


25 to 30 


97 


414 


201 


45 


6 


1 


• • 




• • 


• • 






764 


30 to 35 


25 


122 


117 


61 


16 


4 


• • 




• • 


• > 






345 


35 to 40 


10 


46 


5-^ 


44 


32 


19 


2 




1 


• • 






206 


40 to 45 


4 


11 


17 


24 


27 


8 


2 


2 


1 


1 






97 


45 to 50. .... . 


* • 9 • 


4 


10 


12 


17 


6 


12 


2 


1 


• • 




• « 


64 


50 to 55 




3 


2 
3 

1 
i 


10 
2 
1 

• • • • 


13 
5 

1 
3 


11 
8 
5 
2 
1 
1 


6 
1 
2 
2 

• • 

• • 


4 
3 
1 

• • 

1 


1 

. * 

2 

1 
2 

• • 


2 
2 




1 

• • 

« • 


52 


55 to 60 




24 


60 to 65 




3 


• • 
i 
1 1 


18 


65 to 70 




2 

• • 


1 

• • 

• • 


13 


70 to 75 






3 


75 to 80 


• . • • 


• • . 


• • • • 


1 


• • • • 


3 


80 to 85 




















1 

• • 


• • 


• • 

• • 


1 


Not stated 


. . f • 




• • • • 


. . • • 


• • • • 


• ■ 


• • 


• • 


• • 




Whole No. Fe- 
males 


586 


1,224 


498 


211 


123 


m 


27 


13 


9 


9 


2 


1 


2,769 
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DEATHS. 






"^ 


1 




Ta 


IlLB VI 


— DKATiLS, 1880 






■ 


Arranged by Months, Sexes, ami Divmona of the Stale. 


■ 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 


1 


DIVI810H8 OF TIIE STATB. 


r^ 


I 


! 

I\ 

1 


1 iJ 


1 

II 


1 


f 
J 

» 


Jsaoarjr 


Mnloa.. 


1»9 


Q 


8 


7 U 


71 


83 


~, 




Fumulea 


823 


4 


8 


7 18 


70 


118 


8 




Totol.., 


422 


9 10 


14 3a 


141 


201 


19 


Pabrnary.... 


Males.. 


200 


9| 14l 


7 e 


58 


97 


11 




Females 


ICS 


2l 9 


5 13 


45 


79 


15 




ToUI... 


3tJ8 


11 23 


18 19 


101 


170 


2G 


March 


.Mnles... 


200 


12 10 


31 9 


71 


95 


9 




Fcmsloa 


217 


14 8 


6 11 


84 


88 






Total.... 


i26 


at) 18 


8: 20 


155 


183 


16 


Ai.ril 


Males. . 


192 


5 20! 


3 8 


CO 


8(1 


10 




Females 


208 


11 14: 


6, 4 


.I" 


105 


11 




Total... 


400 


Iff 34' 


9 12 


117 


191 


21 


May 


Males. . 


175 


&■ 7 


6< 12 


44 


89 


12 




Females 


817 


8, 14 


6 12 


67 


100 


11 




Total.... 


392 


14' 31 


10 24 


lit 


189 


23 


June.. 


Males. . . 


irr 


4 14| 


3 9 


68 


68 


11 




Females. 


180 


. 8: ui 


2 3 


53 


85 


15 




Total..,. 


35? 


12 28i 


6! 12 


121 


163 


26 


July 


Males... 


233 


11 13 


o; 14 


89 


90 


10 




Females 


256 


13 14 


3i 15 


88 


lie 


4 




Total... 


488 


24 27 


9' as 


177 


208 


14 


Aiigiittt. 


Males... 


208 


14 17i 


1 11 


77 


74 


14 




Females. 


222 


10 10' 


4' n 


74 


100 


13 




Total.... 


430 


24 a? 


5 22 


151 


174 


27 


Soptember. . . 


Males... 


202 


8 10 


6 lU 


79 


74 


15 




Females. 


186 


7 13i 


4 14 


63 


69 


IC 




ToUl.... 


388 


16 23 


1(1 24 


142 


143 


31 


OctoUcr 


Males... 


205 


10, 13 


3 12 


66 


84 


17 




Females. 


211 


10 LO 


3| 14 


73 


69 


17 




Total.. . . 


41 G 


20 32! 


6 26 


139 


153 


34 


Normbur. . . 


Males... 


187 


12 ir 


9 7 


84 


74 


10 




Females. 


178 


14 19{ 


...| 4 


57 


72 


12 




Total.. . . 


365 


2« 30l 


9i 11 


121 


146 


22 


December , . . 


Males... 


179 


8 13! 


6i 10 


60 


74 


R 




Females. 


198 


S; 14 


6| 12 


52 


89 


IS 




Total.... 


377 


IC 27 


10 22 


112 


163 


27 


Whole Your.. 


Males... 


3.3CU 


104 150 


38 122 


805 


988 


139 




Females. 


2,W3 


115 l.i(i' 


411 121 


783 


1,002 


147 




Total.... 


4.829 


210 306; 


107 243 


1,588 


2,080 


286 


^^^ . J 
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Takle v.— ages of persons MARRIED, 1880. 



Ages of Men. 



Under 20 



20 to 25. 



35 to 40. 



40 to 45. 



45 to 50. 



50 to 55. 



55 to 60. 



60 to 65. 



65 to 70. 



70 to 75. 



75 to 80. 



80 to 85. . . 
Not stated. 



■ 

a 



25 to 30 



77 



373 



97 



30 to 35 25 



10 



Whole No. Fe- 
males 



586 



ages of women. 



s 



24 



597 



414 



122 



46 



11 



1,224 



a 



93 



201 



117 



52 



17 



10 



3 
1 
1 



498 



3 

2 



11 
45 
61 
44 
24 
12 
10 
2 
1 



211 



9 

o 



6 



16 



32 



27 



17 



13 



123 



9 

o 



1 



19 



8 



6 



11 



2 
1 



66 



S 
2 
9 



2 



12 



2 



27 



o 



s 

2 

s 



l- 



2 !2 

3 3 



1 



2 1 



4 1 



3 . . 



2. . 



2 . . 



12 11 



. .1 1 



. 2 



2' 1 



1 . 



13' 9 92 



i 

3 

00 



s 

o 

k 

M 

a 

s 

J© 

o 



102 

1,077 

764 

345 

206 

97 

64 

52 

24 

18 

13 

3 

3 

1 



2,769 



).] l>EATIIit. 

■ Table VI.— DEATHS, 1880. 
Arrangtd by Monlkit, Seres, ami Dicisioiis of the Sfiile. 

I DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



M^' yp 



Januury 


Uules. . 


109. 


6 


8 


7 


14 


71' 


83, 


11 




Fomalos 


1 2i3 


4 


8 


7, 


18 


70 


118 


8 




Total... 


1 i-ii; 


•J 


10 


14 


32 


141 


201, 


19 


Febiiury 


.Males. . 


200i 


9 


14 


7' 





50 


97. 


11 




Females 


I'Jti' 


2 


9 


5 


13 


45 


79' 


15 




Totul... 


3(i8; 


11 


23 


13 


19 


101 


170 


20 


March 


Males.. 


ao9. 


12 


10 


3 


9 


71 


95. 


9 




Females 


217 


14 


8 


5 


11 


84 


88' 


7 




Total.. . 


43f>i 


20 


18 


8 


20 


155 


183 


16 


Ai)ril 


Males.. 


i<ri 


5 


20 


3 


8 


00 


■ 80 


10 




Females 


208! 


11 


14 





4 


.^7 


105 


11 




Total.. . 


4oo: 


10 


34 


9 


12 


117 


191. 


21 


May 


Males. . 


175' 





7. 


5 


12. 


44 


89 


12 




Females 


2171 


8 


14 


5 


12 


07 


100 


11 




Total... 


39-^; 


14 


21 


10 


24 


111 


189; 


23 




Males.. 
Females 


ir;: 

180) 


4 

8 


14 
14 


3 
2 


9 
3 


68 
53 


08 
85' 


11 




15 




Total... 


357: 


12 


28- 


5, 


12 


131' 


153; 


20 


July 


Males.. 


233 


11 


13 





14' 


89. 


90. 


10 




Females 


2.'i5, 


13 


14 


3 


15. 


88 


118: 


4 




Total... 


488' 


24 


27 


9 


29 


177' 


208; 


14 


Aiiguat 


Males. . 


2081 


14 


17 


1 


11. 


77; 


74 


14 




Females 


■i-rz' 


10 


lU 


4 


11 


74. 


100[ 


13 


- 


Totul... 


430! 


24 


27 


5 


'Z-i 


151' 


174 


27 


September. . . 


Males.. 


aoa; 


8 


10 





10 


79 


74 


15 




l^'emales 


18ti! 


7 


13 


4 


14 


03 


09 


16 




I'otal.. . 


388] 


lo 


23 


10. 


24 


142 


143. 


31 


October 


Males.. 


205I 


10 


13 


3 


12 


06. 


84i 


17 




Females 


2111 


i<; 


19 


3 


14 


73 


09' 


17 




Total... 


41Cl 


21} 


32 


C 


20 


139 


153: 


34 


Norcmbcr. . . 


Mules.. 


187 


12 


11 


9' 


7, 


04 


74, 


10 




Females 


178 


14 


191 


.,.' 


4 


57, 


72! 


12 




Total.. . 


365l 


2(i 


30! 


"'9 


11 


121 


1401 


33 


December . . . 


.Mules.. 


179 


a 


13, 


6 


10 


COI 


74 


9 




Females 


198 


8 


14' 


5 


12: 


52 


891 


18 




Total... 


377! 


IG 


2T 


10 


22, 


112: 


103 


2? 


Wholo Year.. 


Mules.. 


2,3(i(;i 


104 


150' 


58 


122 


805. 


088! 


139 




Females 


2.4ri3| 


115 


150, 


49 


121 


783 


l,092i 


147 




TotiiJ.. . 


4,8291 


219 


3U0 


107 


343: 


1,588 


2,080! 


286 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1880. 

Showing the Number of eiich Sex, in each Period of Life, i 
Town and Division of the Stale ; aho the Ratio of 
Deaths to l'ojni!'ili"it. 



BarringtoD 

BrJBto! 

WaiTcu 

Bristol County 

Coventry 

East Qreenvrich 

West Orecuwich 

Warwick 

Kent County 

•Jniiiestowu 

Littio Comptoii 

Middlotown 

New Shorelium 

Portflnioiith 

Tiverton , 

Towns, Newpout Co. 



Newi-oht City 15,n93:Ma1es. . 

! Females. 



Wbolo 
Number. ' 



1,359 Males... 

I Females. 
6,028 Males..— 

FemaleB. 
4,007 Males. . . 

Females. 
11,304 Males... 

Females. 



4,519 Males. . . 

Females. 
2,S87J Males... 

Females. 
1,018'MaIea... 

Females. 
13,1C4 Males... 

Females , 
20,588 Males... 

I Females. 



459 Males. . . 

Females. 
l,202|Males... 

I Females . 
1,13& Males. . . 

I Females. 
l,303JMalo8... 

! Females. 
1,9791 Males... 

I Females. 
2,505 Males. . . 

' Females . 
8,487,Malos... 

iFcmalcs. 



1.54! 21 

2.01 121 
1.02, 77 
1.92 210 

1.35 
1.84 
2.26 



1.25 
1.40 



27 

21 8 



Table VII.— DEATHS, 1880.— Contimed. 



4 
& 

1 
1 


1 

1 


1 
j 


1 
1 


1 

2 


1 

1 
8 


9' 

1 
1 


1 

a 
9 


1 
1 

s 


1 

a 

8 


1 
1 

s 


1 


6" 
S 
9 
S 


1 

1 












2 
1 

4 
6 










■i 

1 

4 
6 
2 
6 
8 
13 

4 

4 
7 
5 
2 
4 
9 
7 
22 
20 










1 
4 
3 








1 
3 


"4 
3 

1 
2 
5 

6 

2 
2 


2 
3 
6 
4 
6 
7 
13 

8 
• 2 


2 

5 
6 

6 
7 
16 

5 
5 
2 

"i 

8 
2 
16 

8 


"g 

6 
6 
3 
12 

8 

2 


1 
1 






2 

.... 

3 
3 


2 
3 






2 4 


1 
"3 












3* 


2 


5 


8 
11 

2 
3 
2 
3 

"i 

c 

13 

14 


7 
10 

'"'3 
3 
3 

1 
6 
10 

g 

17 


1 






2 




3 
2 








5 

3 

2 

.... 

4 
10 

7 


i 






"l 

1 

"s 

1 


i 

3 
13 
4 

ir 


2 


1 


2 
2 






2 

1 
2 

1 

6 






"l 


1 
2 
3 
5 


4 

n 


6 
7 
16 
11 

1 


'a 
2 


































1 












4 

1 
2 

1 


4 

1 
1 
1 
2 
















2 




... 


1 
1 
















1 

1 












1 
































1 
2 

2 
2 
4 

7 

6 
10 








2 
1 
3 
3 
3 
10 
10 

20 
14 










1 
1 




I 
1 






3 

1 
4 
2 
8 
C 

16 
13 


2 
3 
3 

1 
12 
6 

3 

18 




















1 

1 

3 

6 
4 


2 
2 
3 
4 

8 
10 


"i 
1 
2 

7 
8 




1 






1 
2 


3 
5 


"2 
2 

11 
6 






1 
'2 




3 


3 
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Takle VI [.—DEATHS, 1880.— Con tiimod. 



Biirrillvillo 

Cranston 

GnmborliLiid 

Eiist Providence.. 

Foster 

niocoster 

Johnston 

Lincoln , 

North Providence 
North Smithfield. 

Pawtncket 

Scituate 

Smithfield'. 

Woonsocket. 

Towns, Prot. Co 

PaoviDBNCR Crxv 

Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 
South Kingstown . 

Bicbmond 

Westerly 

Washington Co.. 



PnnTLiTiim, 188n. 



5,T14 Mules 

Pc mules. 

5,940 Mules 

Femulea. 

fi,445 MhIps... 

5,05C Mules.... 

FomulPB. 
1,552 Males 

Foniules. . 

Mules. . . 

Foinules. 

Mules. - 

Females. 

Mules 

f|o males. 

Mules 

Females. . 

Males. . . 

Females. 



2,250 
5,766 
13,766 
1,4G7 

3,088 
10,030 
3,810 

3,085 



Fe mules. 

Males 

Females. 

Mules. . . 

Females. 
1C,050 Males.... 

Females. 
93,017 Males.... 

Females, 
104,857 Males... 

Females. . 
1,117 Males... 

Females. 
1,310 Males.... 

Females. . 
2,952 Males. . . 

I Females. 
3,949 Mules... 

Females. 
5,114,Males. .. 

' Females. 
l,949.Male8. .. 

I Females. 
6,104 Males... 

I Females. 
22,495;Mulea. ... 

Females., 



1.84 
2.04 
1.66 
1.52 
1.37 
1.80 
1.40 
1.37 
1.0!) 
1.45 
1.84 
1.52 
1.07 



351 175 

176 



2,080 988 
; 1,092 



1.12 
1.70 
.78 
1.70 
1.26 
1.27 
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Table VIL — Deaths, 1880. — Continued. 



• 


• 




8 


§ 


4 


• 


S 


p: 


S 


• 






c 

r9 


to 
•a 


1 == 


%m 

P 

9 


4> 1 a> 
-a ' -a 

a 1 s 
3 ' a 


It 

a 


S3 P 1 


P 

9 


• 

> 




9t 


S 


a 


1 § 




s a 

ei OS 


a 1 c 


•0 'O 

§ s 


a 

OS 


•a 




00 


98 


5 s 


t2 


B S 


$ S 


S P- 


s 


8 


Sz: 


5 


1 


1 
4 2 


• • • • 


3I 1 


2 2 


4! 5 


/V . • . . 


«... 


2 


1 
1 

3 


9i 2 


2 


11 2 

12: 9 

3, 11 


3| 2 

5 13 

12 1 


6 8 

13 9 

3 9 


2 

6 






1 


3i 
3 




1 


1 


2 


• « • • 


■'3 


5 1 


1 


3 


2 


4' 2 


1 


2i 2 


3 2 


5 6 


o| • . . . 


• • . . 


3 


• • • . 


/W . . . . 


4 


5 4 


2, 2 


2 5 


2' 

^ 1 • . • • 


1 




1 


4 1 


2 


• . • • 


1 


1 1 


• • • • 


6 


4W • • . • 






1 


2j . . . . 


3 


1 


4 


3, 5 

S • • • • 

2 1 


3 
2 
1 
3 

• . . • 
6 
3 


1 
2 

4 
3 
2 

7 
1 


2 
3 








1 












1 1 

3 2 
3 2 
3; 2 
2 2 


• • • • 

2 
1 


• • • 








2 


1 


• • « • 

• • • • 

1 

4 


2 
4 
3 
3 






"i 


s 




2 
1 




1 






1 


1 


] 


2 


A • • • • 


1 


5 


4 


81 1 


2 


7 3 


4[ 2 
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Table VII— DEATHS, 1880.— Reoapitdlation bt Codnties. 
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143,501 


1.75 


4,829 


8,3C6 
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96 



Table VII.— DEATHS, 1880.— Recapitulation by Counties. 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1880. 

Showing the Average Age at Death in the several Occupations , Provi- 
dence City being separated from the rest of the State, 
and ages under twenty being excluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



I. Agriculture. 

Farmers 

Gardeners 



II. Professional 

AND Personal 

Services. 

Actors 

Artists 

Barbers 

Civil Engineers 

Clergymen 

CleiKs and Salesmen. 

Coachmen 

Collectors 

Cooks 

Dentists 

Firemen 

Editoi-s 

Hotel-keepers 

Laborei-8 219 

Lawyers 6 

Musicians 

Music-teachers 

Photographers. . . . 

Physicians ' 7 

Policemen 1 

Keporters 1 

Saloon-keepers D 

J^tndeuts 8 

Teachers 3 

Waiters 2 

Watchmen 2 



WHOLB 8TATB. 



O 

II 



183 
5 



1 
1 
6 
2 
6 
34 
3 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
C 



}^^ Trade and 

Thaksportation. 

Agents 



518 



8 




12,273 
340 



26 
42 

211 

125 

425 
1,065 

143 
82 

130 
23 

127 
59 

311 
10,198 

451 
46 
71 
73 

396 
40 
34 

349 

172 

124 

52 

112 



27,500 






0) 

> 

< 



67.06 
68.00 



PBOVIDKNCB CITT. 



RB8T OP STATE. 



O 
XX 

r 



9 
4 



13 



26.00 

42.00 1 

35.17 4 
62.50 

70.83 1 

31.32 28 
47.66 3 
82.00 1 
65.00 2 
23.00 1 

42.33 3 
59.00... 
51.831 2 
46.53 116 
75.17 
46.00 
71.00 
36.50 
56.57 
40.00'. 

34.00 1 
38.77| 6 
21.50i 3 
41.33, 2 
26.00i 1 

56.001 2 




575 
276 



851 



42 
113 



I 



9> 

> 

< 



63.88174 
69.00 1 




< 

I 

> 
< 



42.00 
28.25 



66 66.00 
846 30.21 



143 

82 



47.66 
82.00 



130 65.00 



23 
127 



23.00 
42.33 



175 



2 
2 
5 
6 



1 

' • 

2 
1 



99 49.50 
5,086 43.84 



46 
73 



34 
224 

64 
103 

30 
112 



181i7,505 



422 52.75 5 



253 



46.00 

• • • . 

36.50 
62.00 



1 

4 

103 

6 



34.00 
37.33 
21.33 
51.50 
30.00 
56.00 



1 

• 

6 
1 



3 
6 
1 
1 



11,698 67.23 
64 64.00 



11,762 



50. CO 



149 



26 



26.00 



98i49.00 
125,62.50 
359i7l.80 
219 36.50 



59 59.00 

212[53.00 

5,112 49.60 

45175.17 



7171.00 



334 55.66 
40140.00 



125|41.G6 

10818.00 

2l|21.00 

22 22.00 



7,382 



169 56.33 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1880.— Continued. 







VSOLI WAII. 


HMnsmei «m. 


BHTar>T.m. 


ocwP„,o™. 


h 

1 
1 

7 

1 

4 
3 
1 

1 
1 

6 

8 

3 
4 
fi 
3 
21 
11 
1 

12 

y 
11 
1 

6 


!» 


i 
1 




!■' 


1 


f 


!■■ 


i 

< 


Apolliecaries 


75 


75.00 


1 
1 
6 

i 
1 

2 
" 1 


75 
54 


75.00 














Book-keepers 


295142.14 

28,28.00 


263p3.83 

' 64;64.o6 
39|39.00 
162J81.00 

37 37.00 


1 
1 
1 

3 

1 
1 


32 

28 
30 
150 
79 
79 


32.00 






Butcfiers 

Cashiers (Bank, &c.) 
Confectioners 


189 
241 

78 
3? 
27 

255 
363 


47.25 
80.33 

79.00 
37.0C 

51.00 
45.38 


50.00 
79.00 
79.00 


ExpreBsmec 

FislieriDeii and Oya- 






1 

5 

4 

3 


27 

255 
165 

122 


27.00 
51 00 




4 


114 


49.50 
57.00 




Goverumeiit Inapec- 




Hackmeii 


laaUo.GS 

J44]3(i.00 
24C 141.00 
145 J 73. 50 
l,298;f)1.81 
509,46.30 
4444.00 
94|47.00 
822 G8.S0 

505| 

424;38.55 
81181.00 




Lioiior Dealers 

Warinera 


4 
5 
2 

i; 

1 


144 

1,072 
1T6 
44 


38.00 
42.00 
73.50 
63.00 
35.20 
44.00 








1 


36 










4 
G 


226 
333 


56.50 


Peddlers 


55.60 






R R. Stalion Agents 
Sea Captains ....... 

Seamen, Ord 


2 

5 
3 


94 
618 
233 
112 


47 00 


5 
4 
8 
1 

a 

1 


304 
272 
312 

81 
129 

42 


60.80 
68.00 
39.00 


75.45 
46.60 








63.00 
42.00 

r.a.iin 








TnidcraandDealera. 


32ti 


54.66 



JfiOO 


5 


38C 


57.20 


IV. Manlfactl'res, 
Mechanical and 
MiNiKft Industries. 
Bakera 


136 
3 


7,164 
144 


79 

2 
2 
3 
1 


4,190 
124 


67 
1 


3,974 
20 


20 00 




g! 197'f!3..'iO 


12? 163.. 50 






HlacksniitliB 

Block-mskcr. 


14 
1 
2 
2 
5 

6 


806,57.57 
52152.00 
13-J (J(J 00 


162 
52 


53.33 
63.00 


I 


644 
132 


58.56 
iir. nn 


Boiler-makers . . 


104'52.0i 

14028.00 

308 61.33 










Book-binders 

Boot and Shoe-muk- 


5 


140 


28.00 































OCOtrPATIOIirS AND AOES AT DSATH. 
Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1880.— Con tin aed. 



OfCDPATIONS. 



Brewers 

Braab-TDakf re 

rnildcrs and Cod- 

i tnictore 

pubiiiet-makerB 

terpentera 

Carriage-makers . . 

^Jigar-makors 

fiuopers 

jDie Sinkcm 

' HytTs 

Engineers 

Kngitivers 

..FileCulterg 

[ii mess-makers 

Huttera 

Bouse Movers 

[nventors 

uewelera 

llaohinistii 

llftiiDriictnrcrB 

Masons 

Mecliniilos 

Millwrights 

Munldera 

k^wrattves 

TYerseers und Sujier- 
intenilcuts 

"Slinters 

hit tern -makers 

iaoo Makers 

Rnmbors 

" nterB 

Klip Carpeutcrs 

^Ivenmiths 

^ J Cntters 

Tailors 

Tinsmiths 

UpholBterers 

\vlieelwrighta 

V. Fbmaleh. j 
nird iog-honsekeep-j 



70 70.00 
74 74.00 

112 5fi.00 

400(;6.«(i 
2,390 55.58 

39:^9. 00 
144 48.00 
170'5(j.CC 

68 58.00 
225 37.60 
290;48.33 

98;49.50 
2a8 7».3.<t 
162,40.60 

6130.50 

80'80.00 

48 48.00 

831311. 5' 

1,737:48.28 

941 62.74 

1,030 54.63 

835 58.93 

73 73.00 

344 40.06 

3,25934.23 

234:58.50 
1,292,47. 
239:7U.33 

42r42.I)0 
12140.33 
349|43,(!3 
273'68.35 
107J63.50 
393,65.50 
567'56.70 
202 40.40 

8929.06 
167 55.66 



56.00 . 
66.33 

60.90 ; 



44.00 
56.66 . 
68.00. 
43.25 
48.33 . 
49.00 . 
79.33 . 
37.33 



48.00 . 

38.13 

47.11 

02.50 

63.71 

47.51 



56.00 
47.66 
72.00 
42,00 . 
20.00 
41.76 
6.00 
3.60 . 
62.00 
56.00 
25.33 
33.00 



50 50.00 
6l|30.50 
).00 



67l!61.0O 111 C7i:61.00. 



36 



TWENTY-EIGHTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1880. 



Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1880.— Concluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



WHOLE 8TATB. 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



O 

15 



o 



6C 



Ecu 

> U 



Dressmakers and 



Seamstresses 



< 

g 

< 



o 
I ja 

I > 






2 



& 

-< 






0) 



REST OF STATE. 



11 374 34.00 7 



230 32.86 4 



o 

S 






g 

V 



144 36.00 



13226.40 



Housekeepers 312 18,376 58.09 2 97 48.50 310 18,279 59.00 

Operatives 

Servants 

Tailoresses 

Teachei's 



10 

14 

4 

2 



320i32.00, 5 188 37.60 5 
53738.361 14 537;38.36 
209 52.25i 2 
106 53.00: 1 



5125.50; 2 
3131.00 1 



158 79.00 
75 75.00 



364. 20,593, 421,8051 322. 18,788 



Table XL— RECAPITULATION BY CLASSES. 





WHOLE STATE. 


PBOY1DENCE CITY. 


REST OP STATE. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


O 

s 


H 


1 

S 

< 


O 

IS 

SO 
55 


H 

< 


< 
g 

it 

> 

< 


O 

|| 

o 


s 

< 


i 
< 

g 

< 


I. Agricul- 






X 








ture 

11. Profes- 


188 12,613 


67.09 


13 


851 


65.46 


175 


11,762 


67.20 


sional AND! 


















Personal j 


















Services...! 518 
III. Trade 


27,500 


53.09 


181 


7,505 


41.46 


149 


7,382 


49.54 


AND Trans-, 


















PORTATION . . 

IV. Manufac- 


136 


7,164 


52. 68 


79 


4,190 


53.04 


57 


2,974 


52.18 


tures, Me- 




















chanical 


















AND Mining 






1 






1 

i 






Industries. 
V. Females.. 


381 
364 


18,068 
20,593 


47.42 
56.57 


200 
42 

515 


9,602 
1,805 


48.01 

42.97 

1 

145^81 


181 
322 

884 


9,162 
18,788 


50.62 
68.32 


All Classes. [1,587 


83,938 


53.00 


23,59^ 


50,068 


56.63 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1880. 



Tlie wboli! iiiiDibci' uf bii'ths recorded in the atat* of Rhude iMland I 
■dnring the year 1880, was six thousand two hundred and niiiety-liTe I 
■ (6.395): the whole number of marringea two thunsand seven hundred! 
rsnd siTty-iiine (3.7f)9); and the whole number of deaths four thou-l 
I sand eight hundred and twenty-nine (4,8^9). 

Table XIII. 

\Pre»eMting the general results of Registration in the State, during 1 

each of the last twenty-seven years. 
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. .I,«S .. 
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I The nggregntea for the whole period of 27 yeara arc, of recorded I 

rths, 138,140, of whom 4,869 were still-born, and 133,271 were li?- 

g children. 
L Of marriage.^ recorded there were 53.431, or 104,862 persons mar- I 
; and of recorded deiitha, 84,762 persons. 

On the next page the usual Table is given, showing a comparison of I 
lie births, marriages and deaths, with the jiopulaCion, in eiieh town I 

a the State, fur the year 1880. 
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Table KIV. 

BIRTILS, MARRIAOKS AND DEATHS IN UIIODK ISLAND, 

l\ 1H80, COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION 

BY THE (.'ENsrs OF 1«80. 



TOWNS ANP DIVISIONS i - S^ "^ ^ 1;^ I t ! ■■= =-l 

it i i| ii ill I p pi 

OP TliK STATE. i." -5 S.^ t"" S.|| i ; i.j ;S| 



Wnrwlrk. ... 

Jmmvlnwn. . . . 
Littk t^umptu 
MiddlrnniFii.. 



Nbwkhit <'iTV 1B.«*1 399 sii.W I3S «.ao 2«l S4.SH 1.M 

Burillvlllr 6-rH 1» 45.ri « W03 1(6 M.4« 1.8( 

cniHton s.w lai . « SO sa iss.ixi iM wait «.4e 

Ciniibcrlaikl ».'*& 'M ^^"^ ^ I'*!^ 101 (»^ l-U 

BiHi PruviiU-HW B."^ '« W~ ■•" (O-IU TT Ki SM l-M 

FoHM i.M» !» vuat « WJ* «i ra-iw i-W 

Ulon'Htrr i-^> ^ I""! '" "'-' '>" ^^' ■■«° 

Johnoluli' ^.'^1^ IM ^4>* ^ ^^t-Oi HI Tt.t7 I.U 

ijbcoId " W.riM aw MM W !B.47 1M8 raa« IK 

l^wTurlu-t IV.ITHt 4(11 47.10 W4 Mj IH . R&l M,!jL 1.84 

Kriimii.. n.Hiii TM 4t<.'<S 31 81.47 GO BB.nt I.U 

Uinltlilli'M: . ... ■■)."« !» MtW '" i«,ij9 3S «0U I or 

WoM«cJ»-( iB,.T». a7i W.W iw 4a.»i niH bo.47 i.w 

TuWHB, pROTimwr* CiUtNTT 1B.»17 l.l*H 40 HH V» 51t.« I.U» [ie.K 1.70 

Providence CITT Ift»,tn7 a.BSO ' SB.O* l.BSI 4S.H S,l»o' 64.11 l.n 

..h..i._.™.„ 1,117 ia (C).!« IJl 4a.»« 19 74,47 I.M 

l.-Hlil ai 4S.n7 14 4«,7S so 03.30 IJl 



Ilnukli 
Nurih - 
Sonlli Kii 



lurlh KilHiolowii V-m 'JO 41.M X> .'•0.41 S7 W.44 1.70 

..... i-,.:^. B,114 W W.ll au TUOS; 4O1W0O .78 

h!iiii 1U4 m!iw » an»i, tt ib.w, t!» 

[ £^4w> 428 ssM £41) 4.171 tan. nw ij; 

-rro.Mi li.'WS 4Sifl 2.7iw 40,i« 4,bs w.»' i.ra 
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liiTiil.Ii' XIU will W foiiiiil (lio t'oiiiTiil ri'SLiltsnf rfgistruti-.n in I 

,e whole SUtc, during wicii uf tlie last tweiitv-geven yoiirs. I 

It will be iilisiTved t1i>it. tliu iiiiiriln-r of hirtlis. nflirriiigca iiiiil iloittEia I 

' not iwciir will] luiy rcgtiliirily fnun jwir to joiir, liiit tli;U llic op- M 

sitv 18 the riilu. At the S!iiiK> time thoro ig a gmdunil.y inL-ivitain^'fl 

mnlicr of earli of Hip chissee of events. t»kinK iwriods of five years I 

jgot1ii-r. i-oriv(!i>oiiiliii^' in sonit* (h'gn'i.' with tlii' irn.Te;ise of iH>)>iihk- J 

DU. 1 

A com|iiiri*in uf the rcsiillM of ru^iistriition tliirin^ tlic yfur ISSri, I 

ith the previoiLfl year, will ^^hnw that of the whoh- iiiiiiil.cr'..f birth?, I 

fete were lifty-livi'/Mslhiiu (luring 1870, ami of living hirtlu*. thirty- M 

• W-sg. Thun: w<'ri> in the whok- iiimihcrof iiirths during 1880,,! 

ir hnndretl niiil nineteen \i-^s than during the yem* lt(T8, and with-fl 

10 exceplion leas than in imy year since 1873. With an inrrciwe of ■ 

>|>ul»tion during these ycuraof lietween twenty and twenty-tivotiion- ■ 

Hill, there niUKt have U'en ciiiim'H ou(«ide of natuial ennses, to huvo^ 

llurgcly lessened the iitfio of hlrthe to iio]nilation. I 

The tiiiiub<-r of marriugeii daring 1880 wns three lutudred and I 

wenty-throe iarser than during ihe previous your, and hirger hy one M 

IQiIred iind thirty-nine tluui in any oilier year during tite whole 1 

iriiMl of ri'gii<t.ratiiin. I 

Of deaths, there were reeord.-d iluve liondred and Hfty-seven more I 

Hin during tlie previous year, the nnndR'r being the largeHt ever I 

KHinled in any <ine year. I 

Table XIV presents the general results of n'gtwtration in all of tho I 

. in Rhode Inhmd during the year 1880. together with the pro- J 

ti of the sevenil events of births, marriages and deaths to tUel 

>]mliititin (if each of I be towoR, by the census of the tuinte year. I 

It Is cnriiins lo note the gnuit variahleness of these iiro)iortioiig. I 

n rt'gnrd to births, the largest proportion to ]io]nilation oeenrringfl 

Bring 1880. was iu tite town of Bristol, tiiiit h, one birth in every I 

3.30 uf the inliabitants. or ahout three and one-third )>er cent.; I 

riiilv ID the town of North Sniithfield, there was hiti. one in every i 

47,00 persons, or al»mt two-thnvls of "ue ]»'r eent, I 

Dnring the two ]ireeeding yeai-s, the town of East Providence re- I 

Sfteil the highest birlli-rato: in IS79, one in every 30.09 and in 1878, I 

mrdiniiry projiiu'tion of one in every iQ.1'2 persons. I 

If'ollr.wing Bristol in the order of highest hirth-rute, are Middle- ■] 

'"»-«i. one in every o!).:J8; Newport city, mie in 39.32; Johnston, one 1 

III 3 *),4y, and Providence city, one in every 30.92 jwrsoim. J 

C-* II the other hand, following North Sniithlield in exceptionally J 

'"'^' htrlli-riites, tue New Shoreham, one in every 130.40 iieittons;"! 

•^»t»»*»(own,oiK' in evcrySI.SO; Charlcstown, one in 83.92, and Little J 

»^'*»*»liton, one in every 8o.8(J i>erBon8. The birth-rate iu Nurthll 



SiuiMiti(.'l<T during the yeiir 1880, prewnts n strong contrnst with tliat 
ci( 1879, wlieu ttie birth rntc wha one in every 36, S3 persons resilient, 
or a prop«rti(m mo^e than fuiir timeB as large. For a period ol ten 
years previoiiB. tlit- avemgo projionioii in that town was one iii every 
47 (wrBtms, iind the low ratio of IrtSO gii^^est^ ilefet-tivo registration. 

In the comities, tlie proportions of the aggrcgnto births to the ag- 
gregate jRipulutioii were as follows: 

III Bristol County, one in every 40.00 jiersons: in Kent County, 
one in every 46.79; in Newjwrt County, one in 44.IJ6; Providence 
Coiinly, <uie in 42.92, and Wiishington County, one in every 52.56 
persons. 

For the whole Mtatf. the proportion was one hinh in every 43.03 
of the resident jiopniiition. 

The ratio of the uuinber of porsone murrieil to population, is iu 
every year more variable in the different townu than that of cither 
births or deaths, 'i'he lai'gest )>rojiortion t« population of jier- 
sons married in 1880. was, not aecordin;; to the established rale, in 
the town of Foster, but in the town of Hojikinlon, whleh reeordud 
the large ratio of one jieraon married in every24,l>0 jK'rsons; the town 
of Foster following closely with a proportion of one [lerson married 
iu every 29.C3 persons. 

In these towns, a considerable number of ihe marriages have been 
of parties coming from another State, becnuse of the greater facilitiee 
hei-etofore afforded in the accomplishment of the object. 

The working of the new marriage law will doubtless lessen consid- 
erably the number of marriages in several of the border towns of the 
Slate. 

There were no marriages recorded in the town of North Providence 
during the year 1S80, a circumstance which will |ircjbablj never again 
occur. Next to North Providence without a marriage reeonl for the 
year, the town of Richmond follows with one person married in every 
324.83 persoue; Little Compton records one person married in every 
200.33, and Cranston one in every 135,00 jiersons. 

In the counties the proportions have considerable variation. They 
stand as follows : 

Bristol County, one person married to every 58.73 persons resident; 
Kent County, one in every 47.42; Newport County, one iu every 
62.32; Providence County, oue iu every 49.10, and Washington Coun- 
ty, one person married to every 45.72 of the |>opnlation. 

It will be observed that the proportions in the counties do not vary 
so greatly as iu the towns, although the difference between Newport 
and Washington counties is ipiile considerable. 

The returns from the towns, however, do not represent in every 
case the whole number of ]>erBons married during the year, who are 
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Bidente of tfaoBo towns, many persons, for various reasons going into ' 
iher towns for the ])ur|iOse of receiving the icrvice of the marriage 

OriiDston, Johnston and North Providence, may be dited as instnn- 
8 of tuwns having a low mai-riage rate from that cause. 
The maximum and minimum rates of mortality have seldom, if 
ever, varied so much as during the year 1880. From the very low 
rate of .44 in Jamestown, or less than four and one-half in each thou- 
sand of the population, to 2.4C, or more than twenty-four and ouo- 
half in each thousand in Cranston ia an extraordinary difFerenee. It 
should i»o said, however, that deducting the deaths at the State Insti- 
tutions in that town, the rate would he reduced nearly one-half, and 
etand lower than a considerable number of other towns in the State. 
Following Cranston in the order of highest rates of mortality, are: 
West Oreenwicli, 2.2C or more than tweuty-two and a half in each 
thousand; Bristol 3.01, or about twenty in each thousand; Pi-ovi- 
dencu city and Woousockct, each, 1.08 or very nearly the same as 
Bristol, and Warren with a proportion of 1,92 or rather more than 
ictcca iu each thousand. 

I minimum mte of only one death in every 229.50 persons in 
nestown, is seldom paralleled anywhere. Following Jamestown, 
^n the order of a low rate of mortalify are: New Shoreham, .49 or 
Icsa than five in each thonsand, and South Kingstown with .78 per 
cent, of deaths, or less than eight in each Ihousuud. 
The projmrtions in Jamestown are precisely the same as in 1879. 
It seemes somewhat singular that the deaths rejiorted in South 
Kingstown in 1880, should bo scarcely half the pro])ortion to the pop- 
ktion, of those reported from the adjoining towns. It is to bo 
1 that the difference is not the result of proper attention to the 
s of the town, and espt'oiivlly as the returns generally have in- 
9iCttt«d a considerable improvement in the care and completeness 
oi the work. 
The following summary will show the rates of mortality in the 
L^itieR and larger divieions of the State, and the whole State. 

^^^Btol Oouil} ,.19.8 dFMbi in mcb tbonannd per 

^^^WConatr 14,BdcalliBtneaclilboneiuid|Kr 

]• ^Ww NntiKirt Cimntf It.BdeaUu Id «cb tbnasand pei 

nty <it Nctrport ,.. 1B.4 deattu id och thouHod per 

Mswpun CouiKjr ,, ....,.,.-. .,^. - .,....-. -.14.bd«iClui in cacb LhouuiDd per 

M CoDDly ,. . — -IT.O dcnlh» ID each tbonsond pcreon*. 

f at PlBiMoiM laS deaths In HcbUiuun 

caCouutjr IB.fi dHIha In Eicli Ihunnnd pGnont. 

mtiouulj '. II!' d»lhg III Liich IhouMUd 

KJkBlilD, IT.OilcsllisinMdiUloupand 
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Fnr the piirpnse of moro ready compuriaon of tUo different events 
of births, miirriuges aud' deaths in the State during the year 1880, 
with those of the preceding two years, the following Table is intro- 
duced. 

Table XV. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths in Rhode Island, in each of the three 
years 1818, 1879 and 1880. 
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1880.] RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 51 

The diminution of births during the hist three years, as shown in 
Table XV, will not fail to be noticed. It is evident that natural 
causes are not alone resi)onsible. 

Marriages have generally increased in number in projiortion to in- 
crease of i^opulation, and deaths have increased in larger proportion 
in a majority of the towns, owing in part, doubtless, to causes previ- 
ously alluded to. 

The following Table is introduced in this Report, because it pre- 
sents in a very concise manner tlie average relative percentages to 
population in the different towns, of the births, marriages and deaths, 
occurring therein for a series of ten years, and because it will doubt- 
less fall under the eye of many persons to whom it may be of interest, 
and who have had no opportunity of examination in a previous Re- 
port. Diagrams are also introduced in this Report for the first time, 
to present the results shown in Table XVI in another way. 
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In Tabic XVI., will be found the aggregate number of births, mar- 
riages and deaths tliat occurred in each of the several towns of the 
State, during a i)eriod of ten years, with tlie annual average to the 
poi>ulation, and average iKurcentage of the same. 

In tlie division of deaths, tliere will also be found the aggregate age 
of all the decedents in each of tlie towns, during the same jjeriod, and 
the average age of all. 

The population of the St^t<^ has been gnidually, though not rapidly, 
increasing, in nearly all of the towns, and has therefore changed more 
or less in numbers in each of them, during the j)oriod of ten years. 
It was, therefore, desirable to ascertain, as far as possible, the average 
population of each of the towns during the period of time taken, for 
the i)urpose stated. Upon finding the average population of several 
towns, it wjis seen that the number was near the population by the 
Census of 1875, and the number by that Census presenting an approx- 
imate mean sufficiently near for all 2>ractical purjwses, it was there- 
fore adoi)ted as a basis for the averages and percentages of the same, 
with few exceptions. 

The exceptions of towns to the whole number of ten years in the 
preceding Table, are : Lincoln, North Smithfield and Smithfield, 
wliich were organized as at present constituted in 1871, and therefore 
cover a period of nine years, and North Providence, which was diWded 
in 1874, and covers a period of six years only. Providence had a 
considerable accession of po])ulation from North Providence, in 1874, 
which has been taken into account in the estimated average. 

It will be seen upon an examination of Table XVI., that the pro- 
portions of the average number of each of the several classes of eveuts 
to the poi)ulation of the towns and sections where they occur, vary 
very considerably even in a long series of years, though very much 
less than during single years. 

It will also be noticed that the larger the pojnilation, the more uni- 
forni, as a rule, will be the ])ercentages, es2)ecially of births and 
deaths. The aggregation of the town 2)02)ulations into counties is ^^ 
exam2ile. 

BIBTUS. 

In the division of births, it will be found that the average prop^^' 
tion of that class of events, to the poinilation, varies from one bir^*^ 
in every 33.54 2^ersons, or nearly three ]}er cent., in Bristol, to o^»^® 
birth in every 99.59 2)ersons, or about one 2>or cent., in JamestowiL* ^ 

The towns having an excej)tionally high birth rate, following 3f^^^ 
tol, are: Lincoln, one birth in every 35.61 2^crsons; Woonsocket, ^ "^ 
in every 36.29; North Providence, one in every 40.92 2)ersons. 

Following Jamestown, the towns having a noticeably low birth 
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; Biirrington, one birth in every 75.90 jicrsnns; I'oit-aniDulh, one 
it every 74.22; Exotor, oue in every TS.ai; and Foster, one in every 
k7S (K^rsDus. 

I Among the larger aggregate jiopulatiuns of the State, Provideneo 
f and Bristol county show the largest jiruportion of births to jiop- 
ou; tliat is. Providence one in every 37 jieraons, or 2,70 per 
, and Bristol comity one iu every 42,00 porsona, or 2.38 ]kf cent. 
fiTlio towns of Providence county show an average birth rate of one 
p every 4fi,67 iH-rsong, or 2.14 per cent. ; Wiifiliingtim county, i 
•y 49.38 pomons, or 2,03 jier cent. ; uud Kent cunnty, oue in every 
(3, or 2.02 per cent. 
I In Newport county towns, the birth rate is one birth in every 57.03 
i the popnlation, or 1.65 per cent., while in Newport city, the pro- 
""portion is one In every 41.43 iiersons.or 2,42 jwr cent. The difference 
of birth rates between the towns of Newport, county and tlie city of 
NewjKirt, for the term of ten Jem's, is rather less than far the last 
i^ve years. 

1 In Newport county, tlie average proportion is one birtlj in every 
} persons, or 3.1C per cent,, and in Providence county, oue iu 
pery 43.81, or 2.28 )ier cent. 
» The annnal average for the whole state ia one in every 44.75 per- 
i per cent of the popnlation. 

UABRIAOES. 

For various obvious reasons, the mariiage rates of the different 
bwus present very much less uniformity than those of either births 
t deaths. The jiroportiona vary from one person married in every 
) of the popuhitiou, or 3.06 per cent,, in Foster, to one person 
arried in every 1S3.42 (Teraons, or 0.61 jier cent., in Oranston — a 
iflereacc of more tliuir five to one. 

The towns haviug an unnsually high marriage rate, following Fos- 
er, are: Tiverton, with an average annual rate of one person married 
in every 30.05 of the population, or 2.50 per cent.; Exeter, 8,36 per 
eeut,; Westerly, 2;35 per cent.; and Glocester, 2.23 per cent. 
At the other extreme, following Cranston, are: Johnston, with one 
ion married in every 110.00 persons, or.OOjier cent,; Middletowu, 
r cent.; and North Provideuce, Jamestown and Lincoln, each 
; short of one iter cent, of the population in the annual 
:e. 
1 the counties, the ratios of persons married, to the population, 
e seen to be much mora uniform. The percentages are as follows: 
Iristol county, 1.64 per cent. ; Kent connty, 1.77 per cent. ; Newport 
(nintv, 1.60 per cent. ; Providence county, 1,90 per cent,; audWash- 
jton connty, 1.85 per cent. 
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Ill the whole Stiito> for the jieriod of ten years, the annual average 
is one person married to every 53.79 jKjrsons, or 1.86 per cent. 

DEATHS. 

The greatest mortality, in i>roportion to population, is found in the 
city of Providence, with an annual average of one decedent to every 
50.24 persons, or 1.99 per cent.; following which is the town of 
Woonsocket, with an annual average of one decedent in every 51.66 
of the population, or 1.92 per cent. Following Woonsocket in the 
bad eminence of a high death rate, are: Cnmston, with the average 
annual ratio of 1.82 per cent.; Riclimond and West Greenwich, 1.71 
per cent. each. For the i>eriod of ten years, no town in the State 
shows an average annual death rate as higli as two j)er cent., the city 
of Providence however falling short by only a small fraction. 

The minimum ratio of mortality to population, is found in the 
town of Jamestown, with one decedent to every 116.19 persons, or 
0.86 per cent. Jamestown, it will be remembered, had also the min- 
imum percentiige of births. 

As a rule, it will bo found that a high birth rate in any town will 
also be attended by a liigh death rate. The reason will be obvious, 
when it is remembered that of every 100 children born in the State of 
Rliode Island, during the last twenty-five years, 35 have ceased to 
exist at the end of five vears. 

Next to Jamestown, the towns showing a low rate of mortality, 
are: Xew Shorcham, one decedent in every 103.33 persons, or 0.96 
per cent., and Foster, one in every 102.20 persons, or 0.98 per cent 

New])ort city shows an average annual mortality of 14.5 in each 
one thousand, and Providence city, 19.9 in each one thousand. 

In the counties, the ratios of mortality are as follows: 

Bristol Coanty 15.4 in each one thooBUid. 

Kent County 18.8 in each one thonsand. 

Newport County 18.5 in each one Uionsand. 

Providence County 10.7 in each one Uionaand. 

Washington County 13.7 in each one thousand. 

Whole State 15.9 in each one thoiuand. 



There is a small relative loss in the State in leaving out the (3L^ 
cedents in North Providence previous to 1874, and it cannot be sib*^ 
that tlie estimated average i)oi)uhitiou is absolutely exact withiii- 
score of i)ersons, but it will be a<linitted that the numbers taken m* 
sutticiently ai)proximatc for relative conii)arisons, and all other pi*a(? 
cal purposes. 

In order to facilitate comparisons of the average percentages to tl 
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population, of the birtlis, marriages and deaths in the illlTorfii 
lies nt Rhodo Island, and hIho tlie State, during the period 
ytiors from 18*0 to 18T9, inclusive, tlie following synopsis 
eeiitcd : 
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tit may I)c of imprest to contrast the births, on the husia of each 
19 of the flame, during the last ten years, with the numin'r of per- 
ae married, and with the numlwr of deaths for the same period, in 
ch of the larger divisions of the Slate, and in the whole Htate. 
In Bristol county, the aggregate of births tor the jieriod named, 
was 2,018: number of persona mai'ried, 1,808; number of deaths 
1,702. The proportions, therefore stands as follows: For every 100 
births there were 65.01 deiiths, and 34.50 marriages, or 69.00 persons 
murrit-d. 

In Kent county, the aggregates were: Births, 4,135; marriu^s, 
1,806; deaths, 3,810. The proportions are as follows: For every 
100 births there were 43.78 marriages, or 87.50 persons married, and 
liS.12 persons died. 

In New|>ort county there were 4,750 births, 1,758 marriages, and 
2,059 deaths. The ratio for every 100 births, 37.16 marriages, or 
?4,23 iiersona married, and 63.30 iwraona died. 

Ill Providence county there were 42,214 births, 17,681 marriages, 
and 31,037 deaths. For every 100 births there were 41,88 marriages, 
"!■ 83.77 persons married, and 73.50 deaths. 

In Washington connty there were 4,064 births, 1,857 marriages, 
'»nd 2,769 deaths, For every 100 births there were 45.69 marriages, 
Jr 91.38 persons married, and 67.90 persons died, 

111 the whole State, for tlie same period, thora were 58,771 births, 
2-*,006 marriages, or 48,013 persons married, and 41,257 persona died. 
The proportions for the whole State are, therefore, for every 100 
'>irth8 thoi-o were 40.84, marriages, or 81.69 jieraona married, and 
yO.SO persons dietj. 
^ The following rceajiitnliitory summary will present the foregoing 
narks more coiieiacly and uleurly. 
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It will bo borne in minil, thut the circumstance i>f average individ- 
ual longevity, iiJ any town or division of the State is not dependent 
on the relative lioalthf tilness of the location. The surroundings must 
be necessarily salubrious to promote length of life: but the character 
of the habitations, the home methods of living, dietetic and other- 
wise, the public habits and customs, the average intelligence, indus- 
try and morality of the populace, are potent factors of the length or 
brevity of life. 

Then the circumstance of slow increase of jKjpnhition, owing to 
the departure, at an early age, of a large proportion of the popula- 
tion to engage in the active occupations of life, in other localities, and 
leaving but a meagre percentage of young adults to establish families, 
in the child bearing i>eriod of life, and the necessary corollary of a 
diminished percentage of birthn, of which about 35 in each 100 wonld 
be expected to have ceased to exist at the expiration of the fifth year, 
tluia lowering the average age in towns having a high birth rate, and 
raising it in towns having a low birth rate. 

It will, therefoi-e, bo understood that to obtain a fairly approximate 
knowledge of the relative healthfuluess of the towns, and consequent 
relative longevity of the inhabitants of each, the various circumstan- 
ces alluded to above must be taken into consideration. 

Upon eonsnltation of Table XVI., it will be seen that the maximtin 
average age of all the decedents during the last ten years, wa« in the 
town of Charlestown; that is, 54.33 years. The minimum average 
age of the whole number of decedents, for the same period, wag in 
the town of Lincoln; that is, 23.14 yeai's. 

It will be noticed that the birth rate in Charlestown is but little 
more than half that of Lincoln, and a reasonable inference wonld be 
that the higher average age at death in Charlestown was owing, in 
great part at least, to the ahaenco of a large proportional number of 
that class which is peculiarly subject to fatal diseases at an early age, 

Following Charlestown, in presenting an advanced average age at 
the time of decease, ai-e: Little Compton, 53.69 years; Foster, fiS.H 
years; Jamestown, 51.63 years; Eseter, 51.58 years. 

Of the minimum average age, next to Lincoln, are: WoonBooketf. | 
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M,49 yesra; Providence city, 27.76 years; Eiist Provklciico, 28.26 
; Pawliickft, 29,81 jmrs. 
The following suiDinnry will show tliG avcnige itge of (locfikiitu in 
~ e differeut counties and in the whole State: 
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Table XVII. 

I'l'rtj/ /he proportions of Births, Marriitgen and Ileaihs, to /he pop- 
ulation, in the aggregate for the whole State, in 
each of the latt eleven years. 
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It will be seen by the above Table, that the number of birtba re* 
Corded in the State during the year 1880, was loss by 55 than during 
*l»e preceding year, and Icsh by 419 than in 1878. 

The difference between the numliera reported in 1878 and 1880 ia 
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not greater than has oecured before, and considerable fluctuation may 
be considered the rule. 

The proportion of biiihs to population, in the whole State, accord- 
ing to the Census of 1880, is one to every 43.9, or about 2.3 j>er cent. 
The proportion of one birth in every 38.5 as given in the Report for 
1878, was based upon the State Census^of 1875, and, as then stated, 
was larger than the actual imputation at the time would warrant. 
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BIRTHS, 1880. 



t The general statistics of births in Rliodc Island during the yeS^ 
180, derived frum the iftums sent to this oflicp, may bo fonnd on 
to 6 inclusive, in Tables I, 11 and III. 

I The whole number reported is G,2'J5, and m luforo sfiiUd, is 55 los 
Ifiu that of 1S79. 



SBX OP THE CHILDREN BORN. 



L Of the 6,295 chil< 



I whose births wci-e reported in 1880. thcro 



i fenmlee. 

females, or 51.48 males and 48.52 females in each 100 chitdren. 
The following recapitulutor}' Table shows the nnmbcrs and sex, uiid 
jte iiroportions of each sex of the children Iwrn in Hhode Island, in 
ich of tlie last twenty-sevon years: 

Table XV III. 
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H Tlie number of cliildreii whose birllit were recorJi-d in 1860, wei-c 
^1 not 01)1}' less than iu the prect^ding .vear, bnt also less than in anj 
H preceding year since 1873, with the exception of 1877, when the 
^^ slightly smaller uumber was of the utale sei only. The number of 
H male children boi-u in 1880 was 18 lees than in 1879, and 161 less 
^M than in 1878. The number of female children in same year wa« 37 
^H less than in 1879, and less than in any preceding year since 1876. | 

H PROPOBTION 0? THE SEXES. ^^H 

H^ The proportion of each ses to the whole number varies morf^^^^ 

' lees every yijar, us might reasonably bo exiwcted. ' 

In Table II, on pages four and five, may be found the nnmber of 

the children born in the different divisions of the State during the ' 

year, and in the several months of the year, with the nnmber of each 1 

sex respectively. | 

The following Table will present, in a more concise manner, the 
whole number of children of eat-h sex in each division, whose birtiis 
were recorded during 1880. 

Table XIX. f 
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proportiou of X10.5 males, and Newport (Jouiity Towns 187.3 males I 
to each 100 fcDialea. 

Tlie larger the popnlation, the less will be the variation from year 1 
to year. In the city of Providence aud in the whole State, the varia- 
tions have, with one or two exceptions, scarcely exceeded three or 
foiir in a hundred within the last twenty-eight yeitrs. 

The proportions in the whole State for 1880, were 106.1 males to 
each 100 females; iu the city of Providence, 107.6 mnles, and in the 
State, excluding Providence, 105.fi males to each 100 females. 



PMOPOUTION OF THE SEXKS. 

CuHlrast of the '•Hij of ProviiUncf with the rest of Ihe Stalv. 

In order to illustrate the difference, if any exist, hetween city life, 
and village and conntry life, aa found in Rhode Island, a compariB 
ot the gtatistics of births in the city of Providence, with those re- 
ported from the rest of the State, wijl be presented. 

These comparisons would hardly be a fair test of the influences of 
city life, as they might be found in cities less favored than the city of 
Providence, in regard to location, and other circumstances and condi- 
tjcms favorable to health, and a purely country life. 

There are several large aud many small villages iu the State, and 
jMkrts of the city of Newpoit, where may be found existing all the 
coUdilions contributing to either temporary physical or mental exul- 
tu-tton, or final mental aud physical degeneration, almost, if not quite 
as largely as any locatious iu the city of Providence. 

The whole number of births in the city of Providence during the 
ye*ir 1B80 was 3,026, of which 1,361 were males, and 1,265 were fe- 
irsjfcloa. The proportion of males to females would, therefore, be as 
follows: 107.6 males to each 100 females, or 51.82 mules and 48.18 
fenijiloe In each 100 children born, 

In the rest of the State, during the same year, the whole number 
o' children born was 3,669, of wliich 1,880 were males, and 1,789 
wvre females, or 51.34 males and 48.76 females in each 100 births. 

The following shows the proportiou of the sexes of the children 
^vn In Providence, and in the rest of the State, during the years 
1878, 1870 and 1880; and also iu the twenty-five years from 186-1 to 
^878, inclusive: jj 

1878. - " 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, 1854 TO 1878, IKCLUSIVE. 



A jieriod of a ijiiai-tor of a century affordB a very fair number of 
years for aurainiiig up the results of single yenrs, for the pnriioae of 
ascertaining the general averages, and arriving at approximate cou- 
chisioug to say the least. 

From the averages of twenty-five years, 1854 to 1878 inclusive, as 
shown in the summary above, it would seem that the influences of 
city life as existing in tlie city of Providcnec, and the influences of 
vilbige and country life as ■existing elsewhere in the State, in the 
causation of sex, were not very dissimilar, or that the differences of 
sex in the children horn in Rhode Island, were but slightly influenced 
by them. 

The following Table, continued from the last report, shows the rel- 
ative proportions of the sexes, in each of the last eighteen yeara, ia 
each of the larger diviaions of ihe State, and in the whole State: 
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NuMBKB OF Males to each 100 Females. 



BIBTH8. 



1863 

1884 

1805 

1860 

1867 

1866 

1869 

1670 

18n. 

1878. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 



•eg 



190.0 
106.8 
119.3 
109.4 
115.6 
117.4 
115.7 
1:26.4 
131.8 
109.2 
1292 
96.7 
962 
142.1 
186.7 
120 5 
124.8 
117.2 



O 



96.4 

87.3 

116.2 

113.1 

96.3 

68.7 

116.7 

111.6 

97.9 

9?.8 

118.0 

111.9 

108.1 

104.4 

102,4 

120.6 

96.5 

110.6 



0) o 



97.0 

90.6 

108.6 

103.4 

117.8 

100.2 

102.7 

100.0 

1S2.6 

109.1 

117.9 

101.8 

97.7 

106.6 

98.5 

94.8 

103.6 

113.0 






8 



'^§o 



I 



6^ 



101.8 
107.4 
118.9 
104.9 
106.3 
101.6 
98.0 
105.1 
100.8 
108.5 
104.6 
110.4 
104 8 
108.0 
100.8 
101.6 
106.4 
102.4 



8^ 



I 



111.4 
97.8 
118.8 
108.4 
104.6 
102.4 
107.5 
104.9 
96.2 
96.7 
109.0 
102.9 
109.1 
106.6 
104.9 
106.8 
106.7 
107.6 



Si? 

1^ 



108.7 
108.4 

88.1 
124.0 
120.4 
186.5 
120.6 

99.5 
113.8 
110.6 
104.7 

94.0 
184.3 
108.7 

96.8 

78.8 
106.8 

96.4 



3 
o 



106.6 
100.8 
112.9 
108.0 
107.7 
104.6 
104.9 
106.6 
102.8 
100.9 
106.6 
104.9 
106.9 
106.3 
108.0 
102.7 
106.4 
106.1 



The difference in the number of each sex comparatively, as they 
vf^ry from year to year in the different divisions of the State, is a mat- 
ter of some curiosity. Thus, we find by an examination of Table XX, 
tliatin Bristol County, in 1876, the proportions were 142.1 males to 
each 100 females, while in the preceding year tliere were but 95.2 to 
ea43h 100 females. In Washington county, in 1868, the proportions 
were 136.5 males to each 100 females; while in 1878, in the same 
county, they stood 78.8 males to each 100 females. Nothing is known 
as to the causes of these differences, aiid they are simply regarded as 
toiiitous events. And why there should be in every year, in every 
population of more than fifty thousand persons, a preponderance of 
fifths of male children, is a question still unsettled. 

Fi"om observations made by physicians for all the periods of medi- 
cal Writings, it does not appear that the greater physical vigor of 
either parent, has much influence in the causation of sex. 
During 1880, Bristol County reported the largest proportion of 
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males to females, and the same may be said of that county during the 
last five years, showing a proportionate average for that period of 
128.5 males to each 100 females. 

The town of Bristol has not only shown a large proportion of males 
to females, but has also the highest birth rate of any town in the 
State. 

births: SEX AND SEASON. 

The number of births as they occurred during the several months 
in the year 1880, and the different divisions of the Stato in which they 
occurred, may be found in Table II, page 4. From it the number of 
children born during each month and quarter of the year may be as- 
certained, and the relative proportions of the sexes, during each of 
these periods, and also the aggregates and proportions of the same for 
the whole State. 

The following Table will present a summary of the quarterly peri- 
ods, number of births and proportions of the sexes for those periods, 
in the whole State: 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1. Janaary— March 796 785 109,7, or 5S 8 and 47.7 in each 100. 

2. April— June 785 748 98.2, or 49.5 and 60.6 in each 100. 

3. July— September 834 806 103.4, or 50.7 and 49.8 in each 100. 

4. October— December... .876 775 113.0, or 53.0 and 47.0 in each 100. 



Whole Tear, 1880 3,241 3,0M 106. 1 51 .6 and 48.6 in eaeh 100. 

The following Table, continued from the last report, shows tho 
number of male children born to eacli 100 female children, in each, 
quarter of each of the last fifteen years: 

Table XXL 



YEARS. 



1880. 1879. 1878. 18n.'l876 



1875. 1874. 1873. 1872.11871. 1870. 

i i I I I I 



let Quarter 1109.7104.6 106.6 107.0 105.7' 97.7 100.4 96.8 98.8 112.4 111.6 



i ' 

1869. 1868. 1867. 1866-^ 



107.8102.4 106.5106. 



2d Quarter I 08.2 iai.3 98.9 103.1 109.2 113.8 106.2 105.9 100.5 05.0 100.8'105.l|ll8 8,106.9 102.9 



3d Quarter 103.4 101.6 103.8 97.6 108.0 106.2 105.1 109.9 101.6 99.3 101.0 101 .9,i06.1| 110.4 113.9 

4th Quarter 113.0 111.4 103.0 104.2 110.4 107.9 105.9 110.4 103.4 105.0 100.2 105.61 96.2,106 6 106.5 



Whole Year ,106.1 105.4 102.7 103.0 106.3 106.9 104.9 108.6 100.9 102.8 105.6 104.9 104.6, 107.7 108.0 

I . I I I . I I ' i I 
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The proportions of the sexes of children born during 1880 in Rhode 
Island^ in the different quarterly periods, have varied more than the 
average of fifteen years. There was a difference of about six per cent, 
more of males than of the opposite sex, between the first and third 
quarters; and a difference of seven and one-half per cent, in favor of 
the male sex, between the second and fourth quarters. 

The proportion of the whole year, 106.1 males to each 100 females, 
is larger than the average of fifteen years, which is 105.0 males to 
each 100 females. 

The possible influence of season in the causation of the sex of the 
children born in Rhode Island, may be more fully illustrated by the 
following summary prepared for that purpose, and which shows the 
number and sex of the children born in the State in each quarter of 
the year, and also the proportions of the sexes in each quarter, in the 
aggregate of a period of twenty years next preceding 1880: 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1. January— March 12,912 12,202 105,8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100 births. 

2. April-Jane 18,006 12,226 106.4, or 51.55 and 48.45 in each 100 births. 

8. July— September 14,188 18.611 104.8, or 60.85 and 49.15 in each 100 births. 

4. October— December . . . 14,971 14,072 106.4, or 51 .66 and 48.46 in each 100 births. 



Whole No. 20 years. . .65,0T7 62,151 105.6, or 51.87 and 48.68 in each 100 births. 

It will be seen that the greatest average difference between the 
numbers of the sexes born in the different quarters, is between the 
third quarter; and the second and fourth, which are alike. This dif- 
ference of 104.3 males to each 100 females, in the third quarter, or 
about 2.2 per cent, males in excess of females in each 100 children 
born of both sexes, compared with the largest average of any quarter, 
that is 106.4 males to each 100 females, or about 3.2 per cent, males in 
excess of females, and which is less than one per cent., is not strongly 
confirmatory of a belief that season has any decided influence in the 
causation of sex. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON. 

The influence of season in regard to human productiveness, includ- 
ing the whole number of children of both sexes born, may also claim 
attention as a question of considerable importance. 

The following Table shows the total number of children born in the 
State of Rhode Island, (according to the returns,) in each quarter of 
each of the last ten years; and also the aggregate number and the 
percentage of the aggregate in each quarter for twenty-seven years, 
from 1853 to 1879, inclusive: 
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Table XXII. 



QUARTERS. 1880. 1679. 1878. 1877. 




January— March. ..; 1,521 1,4«5 1,622 1,899 1,524 1,54« 1,486 1,882 1,848 1,882 80,402 



April-Jane 1,488 1,556 1,565 1,406 1,496 1,608 1,556 1 1,899 1,464 14S99 

I j i ' ' ' I 

July— September... 1,640 1,658 1,781 1,674' 1,668 1,668 1,682 1.588 1,668 1,475 

I 

October— December 1,651 1,676 1,796 1,756 1,641 1,686 1,744 1,658,1,668,1,572 



80,116 
88,609 
84.079 



Whole year..; 6,295 6,860 6,714 6,285 6,829 6,508 6,466 6,022 6,148 6,678' 128,195 



88.71 
28.50 
26 21 
26 66 



100.00 



During j> i)erio(l of twenty-seven years, as will be seen by the above 
Table, the average order of the occurrence of births in the different 
quarters of the year, from the smallest number upward, has been as 
follows, viz. second, first, third, fourth. The returns for 1880 show 
the same result. • 

The year 1880 also follows the rule of the long period in returning 
a considerably smaller number during the first than during the last 
half of the year, although the difference is not as great during 1880, 
in which year the proportions stand 47.7 of the whole number during 
the first half, and 52.3 during the last hjilf, as against the average of 
47.2 during the first, and 52.8 during the last half of the years com- 
posing the long })eriod. 

It has been mentioned in previous reports, that in the city of 
Providence when the facts of birth are collected semi-annually, the 
difference in the number between the first and last halves of the year 
is much less, and suggests the probability of incomplete collection of 
the occurrences of birth in localities where the collection is deferred 
to the commencement of the following year. 

The percentages of the different quarters of the year 1880, were as 
follows: First quarter, 24.16; Second quarter, 23.55; Third quarter, 
26.08; Fourth quarter, 26.21. 



PARENTAGE. 

By reference to Table L, page 2, in the division of births, there 
will be found the parentage of the children born in Rhode Island 
during the year 1880. It will be seen that of the whole number — 
6,295 — there were 2,741 of American parentage, 2,555 foreign, and 
999 of mixed parentage. 

The following Table will sliow the parentage of the children bom 
in the State, and the variations of the same from year to year, in each 
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of the last flvo years, and hIso the minibcr iind vjiriittioiis occurring in J 
lonr p(?riods of five yeiirs each, from 1858 to 1877 inclusive. 



Table XXIII. 



FARBKTAOB. 



r. fMher and For. mMber. 



PiRDtage not slnled . . . 



I.TD7I 1,861 S,B». S,e» 

i.sn i^e; s,Hi; am 



«.tBO a.Ti4 «,«> ajn 



18TJ. ■ 187S. KMT. 

I 

IMlli 19Jt4 ».TI: 
lisnl IS,M8 B.M 



I 11,000 «T,«8 21,B 



The changes that have occurred in t)ie proportions of the births in , 
lie different classes, during the period of twenty-thiee years, may be 1 
ihowQ in a different, and perhaps clearer manner, by tbc following I 
Dftble ot percentages : 

Table XXIV. 



, iSraw 



«.» UJiT U-OO' ti.T4: 40. 

w.so toM' a.s\ «tsa a. 

AnwT.fithetinHlFiTt.iiiaUitirJ tIM- e.tsl t.m B.m\ D.U 

Tor.taltiCTUidAmer. notbet. S.n: B.M TSSi B.Ctl S.1T 



Jy™™. 8r*ar». 
ISM Id lM3tD 

IRTS. isor. 



u.ooiioo.oo loo.oo'iw.ra loo.ot 






48^ 



The aboTo Table is intereuting ub showing the changes that have 
Xjurred in Khodo Island, in regard to the proportions respectively of 
e children born of native and foreign born citizens, and of children 

iom of parents of which one was native and the other foreign born- 
It will be observed that during the period of five years, from 1858 to 
2 inclusive, the proportion of births of purely American parents 
8 nearly one half of the whole number. It will also be observed 
t the proportion of births of cliildren of the same parentage grad- 
ally lessened until in 1876, fourteen years thereafter, it was only 

10,81 per cent. It then in the following year began to increase, aud 
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has SO continued to the present time, the difference between the year 
1879 and 1880, however, being exceedingly slight, a simple falling oflE 
of less than three hundredths of one per cent. 

It will be seen also that the maximum proportion of births of chil- 
dren of purely foreign parentage occurred between 1863 and 1867, 
since which time, with slight exceptions, the proportion has gradually 
declined. 

In 1863 the proportion of children born of foreign parentage was 
46.79, the largest during the existence of the State. 

In 1880 tlie proportion of the same was 40.60. 

In the meantime the proportion of children born of American 
fathers and foreign mothers has increased from 3.72 per cent, in 1863, 
and in the average of five previous years, to 6.62 per cent, in 1880. 

At the same time, and during the same period, the children born 
of foreign fathers and American mothers have increased from the 
proportion of 3.45 per cent, to 9.23 per cent. 

Previous to 1863 the number of children born of mixed parentage 
was scarcely more than seven per cent, in any year. In 1879 the 
proportion of the same was 15.90 per cent., and in 1880 15.85 per 
cent. 

It has been the custom, for several years past, to contrast the num- 
ber and percentages of the children born in the different classes with 
the percentages according to population. But at the time of making 
up this Report the number of persons of foreign parent^ige in Rhode 
Island (not exclusively foreign born) had not been forwarded from the 
Census Bureau, at Washington. 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

The number of births of children of colored parentage reported for 
the year 1880 is 140. They are always included in the general statis- 
tics of birtlis, but having some special importance as to the survival 
of the race, and other questions, they have had a separate considera- 
tion. The number is smaller, by 19 than that of 1879, and smaller 
by 32 than that of 1878. 

In regard to sex the numbers and proportions were as follows, viz. : 
Males, 75; females, 65; or 53.57 males and 46.43 females in every 100 
births; or 115.4 males to each 100 females. 

Tlie towns reporting colored births in 1880, and the number in each, 
arc as follows: 
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Bristol 4 Cranston 1 Smithfleld 1 

Corentry... 1 East Providence 8 NorthKingstown 2 

East Oreenwich 4 Foster 1 Soath Kingstown 4 

Warwick 6 Johnston 8 Richmond 8 

Middletown 1 Lincoln 1 Providence City 87 

Newport City 19 

Total 140. 

The towns from which no returns of births of colored children were 
made for the year 1880 are as follows, viz. : Harrington, Warren, West 
Greenwich, Jamestown, Little Compton, New Shoreham, Portsmouth, 
Tiverton, Burrillville, Cumberland, Glocester, North Providence, 
North Smithfleld, Paw tucket, Scituate, Woonsocket, Charles town, 
Exeter, Hopkinton and Westerly. 

The question of perpetuity of the colored race will be considered 
on another page, where mortality and the color of decedents is taken 
up. 

NUMBER OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHER IN THE ORDER OF BIRTH. 

Something may be learned of the physical capacity of any people 
by a record of the number and percentage of the births among them, 
and the number of the child of each mother. Such records, however, 
cjin only afford general conclusions, as there are so many circumstances 
that may prevail to modify the number of birtlis as a whole, and also 
the number born of each mother. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the mother; 
"that is, how many of the cliildren born were reported as the first, 
second, third, &c., of their respective mothers. The statistics on 
this subject begin with the year 1857, and the following Table includes 
the children reported in 1879, and in 1880, and also the total for 
twenty-four years, 1857 to 1880 inclusive: 
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Tablb XXV. 



NUXBXB OF THI CHILD OF THX MOTHBB. 



First... 
Second. 



Third. 



Fourth. 



Fifth. 



Sixth .. 
Seventh 
Eighth.. 
Ninth. . 



Tenth. 



Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth.... 

Fonrtcenth 

Fifteenth 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth — 
Eighteenth.... 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-flret 

Twenty-eecond . 




1,485 
1,1M 
1,006 
809 
608 
417 
800 

su 

188 

77 

68 

87 

SO 

10 

5 

4 

1 













Total, 



6,850 



1,480 

1,188 

1,014 

770 

681 

489 

807 

til 

140 

98 

74 

26 

14 

18 

5 

6 













6,205 



24 years. 
l(»f-1880. 



80,188 

24,604 

19,447 

14,607 

10,H60 

7366 

5.S06 

8.748 

2.478 

1,612 

988 

661 



146 
80 



7 
5 
8 
8 
2 



128,199 



It will be observed that there was a larger number of births in 1880 
of the first child of the mother tlian in 1879, and the same was also 
true of the two years preceding 1879. 

The proportionate number of the first children reported in 1880 
was 23.50 in each 100 births. Tliis proportion is smaller than the 
average of a quarter of a century of registration, which is about 
24.50 in each 100 births. 

There are in every year more or less births reported, in which the 
number of child of the mother is not given, and tlierefore the pro- 
portion of each cannot be given with entire exactness, neither does 
the number of births given in the above Table show the entire num- 
ber of children born, because of the same reason. 

The following Table shows what percentage of the children born in 
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each of the last six years were the firsfc, second, &c., children of the 
mothers, and also the average percentage of the same for a period of 
ten years, from 1868 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XXVI. 



NUMBKB or THE CHILD. 



1880. 



First 28.50 

Second 17.84 

Third 16.11 

Fourth i 12.24 

Fifth ' 9.23 



1879. 18T8. I 1877. 



22.59; 21.77' 22.93 
18.80: 20.28 20.98 



I : 10 years. 

1876. 1875. From 1868 
1 I to 1877. 



24.11 24.37! 
20 63* 20.80 



15.871 18.90 16.22' 16.04 14.98 



12.74 12.82 
9.8Si 8.77 



12.09 



12.00 11.78; 



9.07! 8.421 8.811 



Pimtto Fifth 78.92, 79.88, 82.02 

Sixth and over..... 21.08, 20.67' 17.98 



Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 



81.29 81.20 80.691 



18.71 



18.80 19.311 



100.00 100.00100. 00 



25.21 
20.65 
15.49 
11.37 
8.38 
81.10 
18.90 
100.00 



It will be seen by the above Table that the proportion of the sec- 
ond children of the mother, born in 1880, was not only smaller than 
in any one of the previous five years, but considerably smaller than 
tl\e average of a period of thirteen years. 

More or less variation is to be expected from year to year, but the 
difference between 17.84 per cent, in 1880 and the average of a con- 
siderable number of years (nearly three per cent), is, to say the least, 
c|i.iite unusual. 

PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

The statistics of plurality births in Rhode Island for 1880 may be 
foxmd on page 6, Table III. It will be seen that there were lifty- 
tli i-ee cases during' the year; all of twins. The number of children 
^'ixs 106, of which 55 were males, and 51 were females. 

Of the 53 cases, 25 were in Providence city; 15 in Providence coun- 
ty towns ; 8 in Newport county ; 4 in Bristol county, and one in 
^Vnshington county. 

The parentage of the same was as follows: of the cases ^0 were of 
pvi rely American; 20, Irish; 4, English; 2, Portuguese; one (lerman, 
*^i>cl 6 of mixed })arentHge, of which 2 were of American fathers, 3 of 
English fathers, and one of Irish father. 

In regard to season, the numbers in the different months were as 
follows: 



^maary 5 

^tbniary... 4 

lUrch 6 

^t quarter 14 



April. 
May . 
Jane 



3 
6 
5 



Second quarter 14 



July 5 

Au^iut 5 

September 5 

Third quarter 15 



October 2 

November 3 

December 5 

Fourth quarter ... .19 



11 



Total 53. 
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The gi'iioi'iil Btutislics of liirths reported in Rhode leliind diiriiig a 
period of twonty-eight years, thiit is, from 1853 to 1880 inclusive, 
are as f olluwa : 

IM.IOS MiM of single blrllu giving ISa.lMcbildreii. 

1,410 CUM* of twin blnli* giving 2,83* chlldnai. 

IBcftseagf triple blrtlii ^vtog M children. 

lS4.S31o»»»of chllfl-lilrtb giving 1U,«SB ehlldres. 

Of the whole number of cases of child-birth (134,636) during the 
twouty-eight years, one in 95.0 produced twius, and one in 7,474 pro- 
duced triplets. 

Of the whole number of children b<im during the same period 
(135,988), ascertained from the reports, one in every 48 waa a twin, 
and one in every 8,610 ivaa a triplet. 

Of the 1,410 cases of plurality births which haye occurred in the 
State during the last twenty-eight years, there were 611 ciisea in 
which both iiaronts were Americans; Uli cases in which both parentB 
were foreign; 1-!I cases in which the jureutiige was mixed; that is, 
one American and one foreign parent; and 8 in which the parentage 
was not stated. 

The whole number of children born in plurality cases during the 
twenty-eight years wafi 2,886, of whom 1,453 were males, and 1,429 
were females; the sex of the remaining four was not given. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

The slatiatics in relation to still-born children, us stated in iirevious 
reports, are obtained from the returns of deaths, but are not num- 
bered with, or in any way included in the statistics of deaths of this 
or previous reports. 

For the reason that they occupy a somewhat anomalous position in 
the statistics of life and death, they are given a separate consideration. 

The whole number of still-born children reported in Rhode Island 
for the year 1880 was 192; this is 24 leas than for the year 1879, and 
66 leas than for 1878. 

The following are the numbers reported from the different divisions 
of the State : 

BrMol Counlj... la Provldoncc CoiiDtj.Tomn W 

SentConnly S rrovldeiite City IM 

Sewpon Coimtjr, Towtu 4 Wmbipgion Connly, , 4 

Mewpon Cltjr IS Whole 61»U!. M 
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There were fourteen towns from which no report of still-born chil- 
dren was received, 4 more than in 1879, and 6 more than in 1878. 

Sex. — Of the 192 still-born children, 123 were mules and 69 females. 

Parentage. — Of the 192 births of this class, the parentage was 
divided as follows : 

American parents 104 

Foreign parents 88 

Wliole namber IM 

Color. — The divisions of the still-born children in respect to color 
were as follows : 



White 180 Black., 



IS 



The nnmber of colored still-born children was the same as in 1879 
and in 1878. 

Of the white still-born children there were 24 less than in 1879, 
and 44 less than in 1878. 

Season. — The number of still-born children reported in each of the 
several months of 1880 was as follows : 

Jannar J 20 May 18 September 18 

Febroary 18 June 18 October 14 

March 15 July.. 16 November 81 

April 17 August 9 December 80 

Total... 198 

SUMMARY OF STILL-BORN. 

The following Table shows the number and sex of the still-born 
children whose births were * reported in Rhode Island during the 
period from June 1, 1852, to December 31, 1880, and for each of the 
last five yeai's : 

Table XXVII. 



SEX. 



Hales. 

females 

Sex not stated. 

Total 



1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


188 
09 


184 
98 


149 
99 


147 
9fi 


131 
98 












198 


816 


948 


848 


888 



June 1, 1868, 

to 
Dec. 81, 1880. 



8,967 

1,968 

68 



Total. 



8,090 

8,061 

68 

6,198 



m 
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It will be seen that the whole number of still-births reported in the 
State since June 1, 1852, is 5,193. Of the sex of this number, there 
were 3,090 males, 2,051 females, and of 52 the sex was not given. 
The ratio of occurrence, in regard to sex, would theix»fore be as fol- 
lows : In each 100 children there were 60 males, and 40 females ; or 
for every 100 females there were 150 males. 

It will be seen that the proportion for the year 1880 varies some- 
what from the average of a period of more than twenty-eight years. 
The proportion standing 178 males to each 100 females; or 64 males 
and 36 females in each 100. It is difficult to account for the great 
disproportion of the sexes of the still-born children. 

Seaso7i of Siill-births, — The following summary will show the num- 
ber of still-births that have been reported in Rhode Island during a 
period of twenty-eight years, from 1853 to 1880 inclusive, with the 
months and quarters in which they occurred : 



Still-bobn— TwBNTT-EioHT YEARS— 1858-1880. Season. 



January 409 April 8W July 447 

Februaiy 483 May 40i j Aug^aet 450 

March ... 412 June 880 ' September 488 



Ist Quarter 1,814 2d Quarter 1,182 8d Quarter 1,880 



October 896 

November 488 

December 491 

4th Quarter 1,827 



First fix months, 2,490; second six months, 2,006; total, 6102. 

It will be seen that with respect to season, the number of still-births 
in the aggregate of the different months and quarters in which they 
occurred during a period of twenty-eight years, did not vary greatly 
in the first, third and fourth quarters, the second quarter having 
about 10 per cent, less than the others. Of the different months 
December had about 12 per cent, more still-births than the general 
average. 

PARENTAGE OF STILL-BORN. 

Some interest has been heretofore manifested in regard to the 
parentage of the still-born. It is a question having some physiologi- 
cal importance, involving the changes that have occurred in the 
proportional number of the still-born of American and foreign origin, 
res])ectively, from year to year. Previous to 1859 the parentage of 
the still-born was not reported. 

During the thirteen years from 1869 to 1871 inclusive, the whole 
number of still-births reported was 2,2G3, of which the parentage was 
as follows : American, 927; foreign, 1,334; unknown, 2. 
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The proportions were, therefore, 41.0 American and 59.0 foreign in 
each 100. 

To show the changes that have occurred from year to year in the 
percentages of parentage of the still-born, in contrast with the per- 
centages of the same nativities to the whole number of births, the 
following resum6 is presented : 

Of \\lioIe No. Births. Of Whole No. Still-born. 



Years. American. Foreign. American. Foreign. 

1871 49.8Cand 50.64 in each 100 41.00 and 59.00 in each 100. 

1872 47.59 and 62.41 in each 100 41.25 and 68.75 in each 100. 

1878 50.30 and 49.70 in each 100 59.21 and 40.79 in each 100. 

1874 ..47.14 and 52.86 in each 100 60.00 and 50.00 in each 100. 

1875 47.88 and 52.12 in each 100 49.19 and 50.81 in each 100. 

1876 46.48 and 58.57 in each 100 45.76 and 54.24 in each 100. 

1877 49.41 and 51.59 in each 100 58.81 and 46.69 in each 100. 

1878 49.85 and 50.65 in each 100 66.65 and 44.85 in each 100. 

1870 50.58 and 49.47 in each 100 64.68 and 45.37 in each 100. 

1880 50.17 and 49.88 in each 100 54.16 and 45.84 in each 100. 

15 years. 

1058-1872 50.64 and 49.46 in each 100 41.25 and 58.76 in each 100. 

7 jears. 
1S73-1879 ...48.67 and 61.43 in each 100 62.56 and 47.46 in each 100. 
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MARRIAGES, 1880. 



The number of inarriagea reported in Bhodc Ishiid <iiiring (lie y-< 
18S0 was 2,769. This nnmlier wue 373 more than Ju 1879, and 
more than In 1878. 

Tlio general statistics of mitrriages in 1880, in relation to BC&0^:3it 
and nnmber in the different divisions of the State, niny he found 
Table IV., on the seveutli page. 



The number and {>crceiitnge of marriages in Rhode Island, in edc7 o 
quarter of the year 1880, may he found in the following Table, t^^ 
gether with the aggregate number and percentage in each qnarter ic^' 
the twenty-seven years previoiia, viz., from 1853 to 1879 inelusive: 

Table XXVIII. 
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It has ha]ipened with scarcely an exception during the whole period 
of registiation in Hhode Island, that the largest number of marriagea 
in any quarter of the year have been in the last quarter, and the 
smallest number in the first quarter. 

It will he seen that the difference in percentage between the first ■ 
and last quarters of 1880 is larger than the average of twenty-seven 
years, and that the percentages of first and third quarters of 1880 are 
smaller, and the second and fourth are larger than the average of the 
long period, 

NATIVITY OF PERSONS MARUIEL). 

The following Table shows the number of marriages, according to* 
the nativity of the parties, for each of the lost eight years, and also** 
for the aggregate of twenty years, from 1858 to 1877 inclusive ; 
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Table XXIX. 



¥ 



BtRTH-PLACE. 


mo. 


mt. 


^ 


an. 


im 


isn. 


iiri. 




K7BlE«d8UIM 


i.m 


1,111 


1.4W 


i.w 


I.«M 


I.«t' 1,4W 


1,(0} ».«74 




MB 


«7, «« 


«« 


S18 OU' <m| T0>' 10.M8 


^^^■Uflflua (proorD, loraljfD brido 


m 


m 


181 


m 


IM IBI; IM 


t«, MIO 


»-«jreI(n gfoom, Amerlctn brido ... 


w 


m 


ml tu 


m 


■» 


»r 


ITO 


H7W 










































1 "^ ■ 


I- 


l.«80 


1,WI 


xm 


l.»W 


l.UB 


«.Ht 


LBN 


41.MI 



There waa not only a hvrger number of miirriagea in 18H0 in all 

Iclusses taken together, but iilsu a considerable increiiso iti eiteli of the 
aeveriil cliLsses, except that of American groom and foreign bride. 
In the class of foreign borti the nnmber is larger than in an; 
yenr sinco 1876. 

Unring the last two or tliree yeare there has been a considerable 
"♦cceseiou to the population of the State, of immigruntB of usual 
"^ttrriageable age, from Germany, Sweden and Canada. These, in 
J**lJition to the ordinary number from other foreign eonntriea, have 
'Ocr^ased the nnmber of marriageable persons of that class, and aa 
^"O inclinulion to asstimo the marriage relation is more readily in- 
aiilgcj by persons of foreign birth than of native birth, the number 
**' inarriagea of that chiss has correspondingly increased, 

-P'or several years previous to 18SU the number of marriages in the 
'**^s of foreign birth had gradually grown smaller, by iviason of 
^^^ened immigration and the ordinary casiuilties of life. 

T-'Iie iucrease in nnmber in 1880 will hai'dly bo held for any lengthy 

i*p*"i«d, and the increased proportion which, us will be seen in Table 

" ^JX. is only three tenths of one per cent., will donbtlcss decrease 

'***ai vear to year, as it has done for many years past with scarcely an 

, *t will be understood that in considering the proportion of mar- 
^S'va in the claaa of foreign born, the marriages of persons born in 
'^ "United States of foreign parentage ai-e not included. 

^^ *t will therefore be perceived that the proportion of marriages of 

^KP**"«otiB native born, including flioso borii of foreign pafentage and 

^^P*' American parentage, must inevitably increase. 

^^ The number of marriages in the class of mixed parentage, that is, 
'"Here one of the parties waa native born and the other foreign bora, 
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is also larger than in any previous year, although the proportion to 
the whole number, as may be seen in Table XXX., is less than in any 
year since 1876. 

The class of mixed marriages in which the groom was foreign born 
and the bride American, has as usual a larger proportion than that 
where the groom was American and bride foreign born. 

In the following Table are given the percentages of American, for- 
eign and mixed marriages in each of the last six years, and in the 
aggregate for the twenty years, 1858 to 1877 inclusive. By viixed 
marriages are meant those where one i)arty was of American and the 
other of foreign birth : 

Table XXX. 



BIRTH-PLACE. 



United States 

Foreign Conn tried 
Mixed ,... 

Total 




64.10 68.06 6S.60 61.66 62.S3 &9.04 



19.79, 19.49 S1.29 21.7B 22.77 24.70 



16.11 1745 



16.18 16.61 



15.00 16.26 



lOO.OOilOO.OO 100.00 100.00100.00100.00 



20 years. 
Total. 



61.83 
26.19 
12.48 



100.00 



The proportion of marriages of persons native born in 1880 was 
larger than in any one of the last fifteen years, and also larger than 
the average annual proportion of a period of twenty-three years. 

And this proportion, as ju'eviously remarked, must continue to 
increase as all those born in the United States, whether of American 
or foreign parentage, are classed as Americans in the marriage sta- 
tistics. 

AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 



The number of })crson8 married in Rhode Island during the year 
1880, in the different periods of life, is shown in Table V. on page 8. 
The number of each sex, in each division of age, can also be found in 
the following Table : 
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Table XXXI. 
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Tlie marriiige staHBticM of every ; 
assuming the maritiil rcliition, wJtli 
iige between the eoiitriieting parties. 

Tiible v., on tlie eiglitli piigc, presents some of those oiirioiia 
alliuHces. 

It will tliero 'l>e soon tliut ti'n men Itotweeu 35 ami 40, mid four 
men between 40 tun) 45, took young briden nndor 20 years of uge; 
tiiret^ grooms from t>0 to 05 took liridos from 20 to 25; and one from 
75 to 80 took H bride between 30 and 35 yenrK of age. 

Pnblic sentiment, however, acct'pts and in some nieasnro ap|irovc8 
1 consideriibiy nmre advanced age in the groom as conipured witli the 
bride, and licnce tlie larger number of marriages in whieh the groom 
is the senior of the bride by moi-e or less years. When, therefore, 
there ia u coiiBidenible disgiarity in the ages of the ])urtios to a mar- 
riHge contract, and thiit disparity is in the more advanced age of tlie 
l>ride, it is a matter of greater public comment and wondor, and of 
loss fi-cfjuent occurrence. 

During the year 1880 three women between 35 and 40 took hus- 
iHinds between *^0 and 25; one bride between 55 and CO took a husband 
tKtween 35 and 40; and one bride between 60 and (t5 took a groom 
Ijotwoen 40 and 45 years of age. 

The following t^dile sJiows the numborof persons married in Rhode 
Island, including both soxes, in each division of agca, in each of the 
Inst fifteen vcars, from 1866 to 1880 inclusive : 
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Table XXXII. 
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The proportion to the whole number of persons married in 1880, 
of those under 20 years of age was 13 42 per cent. In 1879 the pro- 
portion was 13.33 percent.; in 1878, 13.30 percent.: in 187^, 15.49 
percent. There has been a gradual diminution from year to year, 
with only exceptions enough to prove tlio rule, of the proportion of 

In all the perioda of life between 20 and 45 tlie nunibei- of mar- 
riages in 1880 was larger than ever before recorded. The relative 
proportions of the sexes in the different ages will he given below. 

PROPORTION OF SEX. 

The following Tables will show the percentages of malos and females 
married, in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty-one 
years; 
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Table XXXIII. 



TEARS. 


Under SO. 


80 to 85. 


85 to 80. 80 to 40. 
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80 A OTer. 


Total. 
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Table XXXIV. 
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It will be seen by the preceding Tables that the percentage of marriage^s 
of persons under 20 years of age, of l)oth sexes, is considerably lot 
than the average of the last twenty-one years, that the proportion oi 
females under '^0 is less than in any one of the twenty-one yeai"a, anc 
with the exception of 1875, the same may be said of males under 
entering the marriage state. 

The annual average of marriages of the male sex under 20 foK"^ 
twenty years, 18G0 to 1880, was 4.3 per cent. 

The annual average of marriages of females under 20, during th^ 
same period was 25.83 i)er cent. 

Of persons of 50 years of age and over, who enter the marriage ^ 
state, the proi)ortion to the whole number married is very small. 0: ^ 
males the average annual proportion during a period of twenty year*"^ 
was less than four and one half j)ersons in each one hundred, and 
females the average proportion for the same period was less than on 
and one half persons in each one hundred married. 
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COLORED HARRIAOES. 

The number of marriages of persons of color in Rhode Island dur- 
ing the year 1880 was 76. This number is 15 more than in 1879, and 
4 less than in 1878. The increase has been largely in the city of 
Providence. 

The following summary will show what the proportion of colored 
jiersons married during each of the five years from 1876 to 1880 in- 
clusive, bears to the whole number of colored persons in the State; 
and also a comparison of these several proportions with the propor- 
tions which the whole number of persons married in each of the same 
years, bears to the whole population of the State. 

1880. 1879. 1878. 1877. 1878. 

BaUo of colored persons married to whole ' One One One One One 

of colored population of the State. in every in every in every in every in every 

Batio of whole nnmber of persons married 
to whole population of the State. 

It will be perceived that marriages of the colored race have uni- 
formly been of larger proportions than of the white, and that the 
fluctuations of the proportion from year to year have also been 
greater in the colored race. 
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The number of applications for divorce reported from the different 
counties in Rhode Island in 1880 was 347. This number is 92 more 
than in 1879, and 89 more than in 1878. 

During the yeai* 1880, there were 273 applications for divorce 
granted, which were 27 more than in 1879, and 77 more than in 
1878. 

The following Table shows the number of applications for divorce, 
and the number granted, in 1880, in each county of the State; alscra 
the causes alleged for the applications. Full reliance cannot be place 
in the causes alleged, the real causes no doubt being sometimes wit 
held: 
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There are several different rejisons alleged why divorce should 
granted, in nearly every application. It will be noticed that 
causes alleged in 347 applications in 1880, numbered 668. Of the 6^ 
causes alleged 63 were for adultery; 76 for extreme cruelty; 188 i<^ 
wilful desertion; 73 for continued drunkenness; 215 for neglect ^ 
provide necessaries of life; 52 for other gross misbehavior; and on 
for impotency. 
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There are every year applications or petitions for divorce which are 
not act^d upon or continued until the case is closed, but are refused 
or granted in some following year. 

In order to show the actual number of applications, and the num- 
ber of divorces granted in each of the last eight years, the following 
summary is presented: 



1873 

1874. 

JflTTS. 

J870. 

tsn 

1078. 
If«0. 



Applications 
for Divorce. 

261 

276 

227 

254 

257 

258 

256. ... 

847 



Divorces 
Granted. 
...173... 
....242... 
....158. . 
....196... 
....178... 
...196... 

246... 

278... 



Applications 
refused or continned 
or withdrawn. 



88 
34 
69 
68 
79 
62 
9 
74 



gyearstotal 2,185 1,662. 



473 



The proportion of the number of divorces granted during the year 
\fiSO, to the number of applications for a decree of divorce was 78. d 
per cent. This proportion is rather larger than the average of a 
series of years. 

riie number of applications for divorce in 1880 was an excessive 
increase over that of any preceding year. 

ri:i.e ratio of applications to the whole number of marriages during 
the year, was one application for divorce to less than every eight mar- 

r in 6 following Table shows the number of divorces granted in each 
cour A t;y, and in the whole State, in each of the last twelve years, with 
the x^^oportion of marriages to each divorce granted in each year: 
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Table XXXVI. 
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162 ' 

900 I 

161 

200 

r.8 

248 

156 

100 

178 

196 

246 

278 



14 1 
11.8 
14.5 
12.7 
15J8 
10.5 
15.7 
11^ 
12.8 
11.9 
9.7 
10.1 



It will be seen that the proportions of divorces granted to number 
of marriages, have varied very considerably in the different counties 
in the same year, and in the same county in different years. In 
Bristol county the proportion in 1874 was one divorce to every 8.9 
marriages, and in the following year one divorce to every 50 marriages. 

Newjmrt connty has had the smallest average proi)ortion of any 
county in the State. During the last two years the i)roportion8 have 
been the largest in Kent county of any county in the Stiitc. 

The proportion of divoi'ces granted to whole number of marriages 
in the State, was slightly less in 1880 than in the previous year. 
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The number of deaths reported to the State Registrar as having 
occurred during the year 1880 was 4,829. It is much the largest 
number ever reported in the State. It exceeds that of 18T9 by 357, 
and is larger than the number reported in 1878 by 388. 

The rate of mortality as shown in the recapitulatory Table on page 
14, was 17.5 decedents in eivch 1000 of the population, or one in every 
57.2 persons. The rate is about one eighth of one per cent, larger 
than that of 1879. 

It has been the practice in previous reports to contrast the number 
of deaths in the city of Providence with those that occurred in the 
rest of the State, for the purpose of showing the difference in the rate 
of mortality between city life under favorable circumstances, and life 
in villages and rural districts. 

In order to bring before the eye in a more direct manner the com- 
parisons alluded to, the following synopsis for the years 1878, 1879 
and 1880 is presented: 

Nnmber of One death In each 

Population. Deaths. in every 1000. 

rPtovldence City 100,676 1.969 50.02 19.89 

g i Re«t of Sute 167,564 2,462 64.28 16.66 

I HTiole SUte 268,239 4,441 68. 10 17.20 

/'^*rovidence City 104,867. 2,026 61.76 19.82 

|| ftcslof State 171,848 2,446 70.25 14.02 

( ^Hiole SUte 276,631 4,472 61.87.... 16.20 

/^ *=*x-ovidence City 104,867 2,080 50.41 19.83 

I ;■ ^^^c?«t of State 171,674 2,749 62.46 16.00 

^ ^^^hole State 276,531 4,829 ...57.26 17.50 

-'^ lie calculations for the years 1879 and 1880 are made on the basis 

^^^ ^ lie revised census of 1880. 
^J""l)on a comparison of the different years, it will be seen tliat the 

vl\Ii*xence in the death rates of Providence city and the rest of the 

SV5it<», in 1880, was less than in either of the two preceding years. 

Itv 1878 it was 4.33 in each thousand; in 1879, 5.30; and in 1880 3.83 

\\\ etvch thousand of the population. 
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Tlie figures do not iridiiiate that the coiiilitii 
eity of Providence, are greatly more uiifiivonilli 
life than in the rest of the State. 



SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

Of the 4-,899 persons whose deaths were returned during the year 
1880, 2,366 were males, and 2.463 wore females; tlie ratio standing at 
96.0fi males to each 100 females, or 48.9fi males, and 51,04 femalM in 
each 100 decedents. 

The following Tables, XX.XVII. and XXXVIII., show the niimher 
and proportion of males and females among the decedents, and aIbo 
among the children born in Rhode Island, during the ten yonra, 1853 
to 1803 inclusive; also in each of the eighteen years from 
1880 iueluaive, and tor the entire period of twenty-eight year 

Table XXXVJI. 
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... 8,280 rcmiUM... 

... a,a8sr™oi»,.. 
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... S,lBSiiuile«,.. 


ot M.4.H.k.totOOfrin«l». 
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,..«,«tni.lai... 
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Table XXXVIII. 



IDjMn.UW-18M... 



ir lUII.e mnliu to IW rumi 



■,5MimIh ■.■Mfflniln ... 

S.eUmnlw (.^Mrenmlvg.... 

ll,T«duili» e,Iirrmul». ,. 

S.l)»m«lia. 0,980 rcmilM.... 

tttlBiMlM ■.BWreniiilu.... 

3,878 aul« S,S0Or«niti!(.... 

. l>,l»SinJil«a.... ... l,auriiim]<».... 

1.1SS iMlH (.SBT lemaJra . . . 

t,Sn iuiib» i.lKUoaUm ...ot IIM.*: 

SJBlnitliH l.lMrenulH. 

.. ...... ... a.isaiiwiei s,an rv'Diin. 

. ... .... . S,«Inial« S,!llircn»l», 

ItnD S,I»I malui S,(ni rcnmlva . 

... MUlnuilia S,OM hnulci . 



loIOOrinui 
10 100 f«ini 



IW.U nulM 10 lOU fvmalM, | 



la lot fanulM. J 
to 100 temnJiM, f 

lo 100 fmuici. J 






. n.T&l rualct... 



..«B.OasrinDa]ea. 



An inai>eetion of Tcible XXXVII. will show thiit; during a period 1 
years pievions to 1863, the number of femnle deceilents ex- I 
eedeil tiie mule ileccdeiita by about an average of tliree per ceut, each 1 
»kr, and tbut during tbc eighteen foilowingyears the rule then appar- J 
totly established has held good, the expeptions being simply coulir- 
latory, the average only being slightly less, 

i But at the same time that the records of death have shown an 
pceas of mortality in the female sex, the reeords of birth have shown 
D excess of births of the male sex. 

[ This would natnrally lead to the supposition that the number of 
pio male sex must be increai^ing and vica vsrsa. 
By reference to Table VII.. on page 14, it will be seen that by the 
ins of 1860 the i>opulatiou of the State by the sexes was as follows: | 

HkIh IK.atO FsnwliH lM,tl01 

This will show an excess of 10,471 females in the general popula- I 
tion. 

It is obvious that there is either a larger proportional immigration 
of females, or a larger proportional emigration of native males from 
the SUtte, to account for the difference. Probably the fact, is the 
remilt of both circnmstances. 

The excesfl of female population would account for tbc e.xcess of 
murtidity in numbers of the female sex. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The whole number of decedents, and the sex of the same, in each 
niiiuth of the year 1880, and in each division of the State, may be 
found in Table VI., on the ninth page. 
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The influence of season upon mortality may be further illustrated 
by the following Table, which shows the number and percentage of 
deaths in each quarter of each of tlie last five years, and in the siggre- 
gate for the twenty-five years from 1853 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XXXIX. 



1880. 



t879. 



1878. 



1877. 



1876. 



1853-1677. 



SEASON. 



M 

B 

a 



I 



a 

9 



P4 



e 



P4 



B 

o 






.8 

a 

s 



S 

P4 



January-March.... 1.216 25.18 1,185 86.49 1,158 25 87| 
Apnl-Jane 1,149 28.80 989 90.99 968, 21^1 



986 21.06! 
9S8 21 .58! 



e 

a 



<? 
M 



948' 28.08 17,646 22.16 

I ' 

942 22.89 16,518 20 74 



Jaly-Scptcmber... 1,806 27.04 1,174 26.26 1,175 26.46 1.817 29.60 1,249 80.84 28.464 29.46 



October-December 1,158 28.98 1,174 26JK 1,140 25.86 1,289 27^ 



977 23 74 22.006 27.64 



Total.. 



4,829100.00 4.472 100.00 4,441100.00, 4,450100.00 4,116 100.00 ':9,e29 100.00 

i , I I ! I ! . . I 



The percentages of the different quarters of the year 1880, vary 
considerably from the corresponding quarters of 1879. The mor- 
tality of the first quarter of 1879 was the largest in the year, contrary 
to the rule established by twenty-eight years of registration. The 
first quarter has in nearly every year, been the third in the percentage 
of mortality, but in 1880 it holds the second place. The percentage 
of the first two quarters in 1880 is considerably more than the yearly 
average of a period of twenty-five years, and that of the last two 
quarters considerably less than the yearly average of the same period. 

The question of the influences of city life uj^on the status of mor- 
tality is often presented, and it has been the custom in former Reports 
to contrast the city of Providence^ which comprises about three-eighths 
of the entire population of the State, with the rest of the State, in 
regard to the influence of season upon mortality. 

The following Table will present a comparison between the city and 
the rest of the State, in relation to the mortality of each section by 
seasons. It will show the number and percentage of deaths in each 
quarter of the year 1880 in the city, and in the rest of the State sep- 
arately; and also the percentage of deaths in each quarter of the year 
in the city of Providence, for twenty-five years, from 1855 to 1879 
inclusive; and in the whole State, including the city, for twenty-seven 
years, from 1853 to 1879 inclusive: 
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1B80. 



1855-1879. 



SEASON. 



Providence. 



Rest of State. 



Providence. 



• 


. 


u 


'«.* 


» 


(3 


a 

a 


0) 


» 


9U 



Janaary-March 

April-Jane 

Jnly-September ... 
October-December. 



660 
588 
535 
468 



S6.92 
25.68 
25.84 
22 21 



S 

s 



656 
616 
781 



a 



I 



28.86 I 8.088 
22.04 I 7,848 
28.41 I 9,846 



696 ' 25.69 i 8,268 



i 

£ 



28.99 
21.94 
29.40 
24.67 



1853-1879. 



Whole State. 



a 

a 
'A 






20,120 I 94.55 

18,680 I 21.59 

25,945 I 80.17 

21,804 ! 28.69 



Total j 2,080 



100.00 ' 2,749 



100.00 I 88,490 I 100.00 > 85,999 



100.00 



Contrary to the rule established by twenty-five years registration in 
tlie city of Providence, the percentage of the first quarter of tlie 
year 1880 wjis the largest in the year. The third quarter, which is 
usually the largest in percentage of mortality, as before observed, was 
smaller than either the first or second. The great prevalence aud 
severe form of an epidemic of scarlatina during the early months of 
the year, doubtless contributed largely to that result. 

In the rest of the State, the prevailing order of a long period of 
years was sustained. 

The difference in percentage of mortality between the city and the 
rest of the State, in each of the different quarters of the year 1880, 
as will be noticed, are quite considerable, varying more than three per 
ceil t. in the first, third and fourth quarters. 

ORDER OF MONTHS. 

Below may be found a general view of the order of the months, in 
which occun*ed from the largest to the smallest number of deaths, in 
the whole State, in each of the last five years: 
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Table XLI. 



1880. I 1879. 



1877. 



1878. 

August. 469 

July 444 

December 848 

March 841 

September.. . 886 



1878. 

I.July 468 January 468 ; December 421 September. .. 4M 

I 

2. August 430 August 452 : August 490 August 450 

I 

3. Mhrch 426 December.... 895 July 410 October 480 

4. January.. .. 422 October 891 January 400'July 418 

5. October 416 November 88S March 896 December 411 

6. April 400 July 888 November.... 877 November.... 896 'October 88i 

7.May 892 March 882 February 862 March 847 ' May 832 

8. September.. 368 April 842 ' April 850 May 848 April... 8» 

9. December .. 877 September.... 339 September.... 845 January 828 February... . 812 

I 

10. February. .. 368 February 385 October 842 April. 810 ; January 295 

11. November. . 305 May 818 June 810 June 805 November.... 295 

12. June 857 Juno 279 May 806 February 266 



4,820 , 4.472 ; 4.441 4,450 

'. i I 



June 281 

4,116 



It will gratify the curiosity of those having a fondness for studying 
the fluctuations of the death rate in the different months of the vear, 
to observe their occurrence as shown in Table XLI. August, which 
for a long period was the first in the order of largest mortality, has 
fallen to the second place in the list during the last four years. June 
is the only month in the year which has sustained its place on the list 
without large change. 

PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTS. 

The whole number of decedents reported in Rhode Island in 1880 
was 4,829, of which 2,517 were of American parentage, and 2,312 
were of foreign parentage. The parentage was reckoned according to 
the re})orted nativity of the fathers. 

The parentage of the decedents in the two classes of American and 
foreign, as reported from the different towns in the State, may be 
found in the general abstract for 1880, on the second and third pages. 

There were no decedents of foreign parentage, in 1880, reported 
from the following seven towns, viz. : West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Little Compton, Middletown, New Shoreham, Foster and Charles- 
town. 

The decedents of foreign parentage in the following six towns, num- 
bered four or less, viz.: Barrington, Coventry, Portsmouth, Exeter, 
Hopkinton and Kichmond. 

The towns in which the number of decedents of foreign parentage 
exceeded those of American parentage, were as follows, viz.: Burrill- 
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ville, Cranston, Cumberland, Lincoln, North Providence, North 
Smithfield, Pawtucket, Woonsocket and Providence. 

In Cumberland there were nearly twice as many decedents of for- 
eign parentage reported as there were of American; in Woonsocket 
nearly three times as many; and in Lincoln more than three times as 
many. 

The following Table gives the number and percentage of decedents 
of American and of foreign parentage, in each of tlie last five years; 
and in the aggregate for twenty-two years, or from 1858 to 1879 in- 
clusive: 

Table XLIL 



1880. 



1879. i 1878. 



1877. 



PARENTAGE. 



M 



a 



' B I ^ ! B "^ B "^ e 





1878 






1879. 




• 


1858- 


u 


• 


*j 


h 




a 


^ 


a 

0/ 


M g 


u 


s 


u 


S 1 ^ 


^ 


s 


it 


1 s 


a< 


» 


0, 


?!; 


0, 



American ' 2,517, 52.18 2,294 51.29* 2,281 51.86 2,279 51.21 2,150, 52.24 52,3321 56 25 

J^orclgn ' 2,312i 47.87 2,178 48.71 2,160 48.64 2,ni' 4S.79' 1,966 47.76 40,702 43.75 



TotM\ 4,889 100 00 4,472 100.00 4,44l'l00.00 



I ' I 

4,450 100.00, 4.116 100.00 93,a34 100.00 



It will be seen by Table XLIL, tliat the decedents of American 
pixi^cntage have been steadily losing in the proi)ortion to the wliole 
'111 ruber, from year to year, until in 1880 there was a slight gain, not 
i'en.c!hing one per cent. 

CDn the other hand, the decedents of foreign ])arentage have been 
stoiidily increasiug in perceutage as well as numbers, except as just 
sttxted. 

I-*revious to 18T4, the percentage of decedents of foreign i)arentage 

l^u.c1 averaged, during a period of seventeen years, less than 41.00 per 

ceil t. An examination of the above Table will show that the average 

pi'<>jK)rtion of the same parentage during the last four years, is 48.5 

P<*x* cent. The proportional average of decedents of American i)arcn- 

^^S^t during the same four years, is 51.5 per cent., while the average 

of decedents of the same parentage, during a period of seventeen 

yoiiTs previous to 1874, was 58.28 per cent. 

It should be borne in mind that the term ** foreign parentage/^ as 
KiH.ile use of above, does not mean that the decedents were all foreign 
born, but includes the foreign born, and all tho.^^e whose fathers were 
of foreign birth, though of themselves American born. 

It will thus be seen that as the population by foreign parentage in- 
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creases, the death rate mast also increase. Bat the percentage of 
mortality, under the term "foreign parentage," mast, in a few years, 
decline, because the children born in the United States of foreign 
parents are rapidly reaching the adult age, and as they become parents, 
their children will be classed as of American parentage. 

AGE OF DECEDENTS. 

There may be found on pages two and three, in Table I., the 
aggregate and average age of all the decedents of each sex, in each 
town and county in the State. 

There may also be found in Table VII., pages ten to fifteen inclu- 
sive, the number of each sex in each division of ages or periods of 
life, as reported from each town and county during 1880. 

It will be seen by Table I. that the average age of all the male 
decedents in the State, in 1880, was 29.62 years; and the average age 
of all the female decedents during (he same year was 32.06 years. 
The average age of both sexes was less than in 1879, and larger than 
in 1878, as will be seen in the following summary of the three years: 

1880. 1879. 1878. 

Average. Average. Average. 

Males 89.62year8 81.S9 years 89.08 years. 

Females 88.06 years 88 84 years 81.11 years. 

Ageof all 80.86 years 88.89years.. SO.OOyears. 

Tlie highest average age of male decedents in any town in the 
State, in 1880, was 82 years, in New SJioreham; the highest average 
age of female decedents was 58.62 years, in Middletown 

The lowest average age of male decedents during the same time was 
16.38 years, in Lincoln, and tlie lowest average age of female dece- 
dents was 18.64 years, in Woonsocket. 

The fallacy of dependence on the average age of decedents reported 
from any town of small poi)ulation in single years, has been adverted 
to in previous Reports, and will be readily aj)parent to any one upon 
a moment's attention. 

When, however, the results of a series of years are aggregated and 
averages made, a basis is obtained for approximate conclusions as to 
the relative longevity of the inhabitants of any town furnishing such 
statistics. 

The aggregate and average age of all the decedents in each town 
and county in the State, for a period of ten years, will be seen in 
Table XV. 

Tlie larger the population of any town, the nearer the approxima- 
tion of the average age of all its decedents in each and every year, to 
the average age of all the decedents in the State. 



1880.] 



DEATHS. 



.106 



The following snmmary will show the average age of the decedents 
in the city of Providence, during 1878, 1879 and 1880: 



1880. 
Average. 

Mal<» 28.72.. 

Femakfl M.45.. 

Ageof all a>.e7.. 



1872. 
Average. 
. 28.09... 
..29.64... 
..28.82... 



1878. 
Average. 
...24.22 

.... 27.88 
26.09 



The following Table shows the average age of the decedents in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also in the aggregate of each of four j)eriod8 of five years each, com- 
prising the twenty years from 1858 to 1877 inclusive: 



Table XLIII. 



DtTUIOIVS OF THB 

Stati. 



1880. 



Briatol County. 86 48 

Kent County 86.54 

Newport County 42.38 

ProvldenceCo., Towns. 27.40 

Providence City ! 29.67 

Waahlngton County... I 87.82 



WboleState 80.86 



1878. 1877. 



1876. 



11878-1877. 1868-1872. 1868-1867. 



5 years. ' 5 years. 



I. 



5 years. 



1868-1862. 
6 years' 



29.08 82.19 89.68 

88.68 85.78' 89.89 

89.06 48.96 89.17; 

! I I 

80.98 28.16 81.69 

26.09j 27.74 28.41 

42.84 43 68. 4809 



88.61 
36.20 
40.68 
28 46 
27.19 
41.14 



80.09 8045 82.37 30.28 



85.12 
84.77 
40.04 
25.26 
25.45 
89.67 

81.66 



34.78 
85.81 
33.54 
29.16 
28.60 
30 87 

30.75 



35.56 
32.15 
35 01 
28.44 
25.78 
84.21 

29.42 



By the above it appears Bristol county has lost the high average 
»ge it showed in 1879, and steps back nearer the average of a series 
^f years. Newport county shows a higher average, and also Provi- 
dence city. Washington county has almost invariably shown the 
^Jghest average of any section of the State, but is now surpassed by 
-^ ewport county. 
The average age of all the decedents in the State, in 1880, i.s soiiie- 
'^at less than in 1879. It is, however, more nearly the general 
^erage of a considerable number of years. 



pekcentages of deceden'ts at different ages. 

^^ Table VII., on pages 10 to 15 inelu.siive, will be found the nuiu- 
.^^ «f deaths in 1880, in each town and each county, of each sox, and 
^ ^ach period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of 

caths in each division to the |)opulation of the same. 
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TliB following Tiible shows the percentages of docedents in cBch 
tlivisioB of agea to whole number of deatlis. in each of the last nine 
years, and in the aggregate for two periods; one of ten years and seven 
months, from June 1st. 1852, to December 3l8t, 1862, inclusive; the 

other of ten years, from 18fi3 to 1872 inclusive: 

Table .\L1V. 


FuiOM or Lira. 


1880. 


191*. 


isn. 


187T. 


I8rt. 


IS7B. 


1874. 


187*. 


im. 


IK 

lao 

78 
7,9 

S8.7 
4.0 

9,7 
8.1 
7.1 
7.S 
8.8 

5.4 


0.6 
87.0 

8.7 
7.» 
«.7 
U 
7J 
4.« 


Underljwir 

IftndnnderS 

TolnlnnderS 

BandnndetlO 

WMdBnderM 

3DsndDDdprW 

MandundcrM .. .. 
SDandnndctM 

WuudundorBO .... 
SOandnndetM 

Total 


18.4 

7.0 
1,S 


" 


81 
10.S 


8.1 


1B.S 
T.4 
7.0 


W.8 
fl.B 
7.0 


7.B 


9.9 

■" 

5.8 
8.9 
0.1 

e.9 
<u 

8.8 


8.0 

E.G 

a,7 

I 


M4 
«.» 

«.■ 

8.7 

B.4 
5.1 


3M 

8.a 

1.9 

1.8 


SS,0 

t.» 

B.B 

0.4 

T.B 

8.8 
4J 
04 


ss,a 

0.9 

8.8 

0.9 


38.0 

9.1 

0.9 

TJl 
S.S 

tl.B 
B.8 


818 

40 

0,6 

T.7 
7.4 
8.8 
8.4 

1.3 


S7.1 

8.7 
fl.« 
8.8 
7J) 

S.1 

4,7 
1.1 


1 

loa.Oi 100.0 


,„.. 


100.0 


m. 


100.0 




m. 


""1 


100.0 


lOUl 


An inspection of the foregoing Table will show, that the percentage 
to whole mortality during the year 188(1, was larger in the period of 
life under one your than during any one of the three previous years. 
The total percentage under five years was also larger than during 1879, 
hut was at tlic same time less than the annual average of twcuty-eigtt 
years. It has been noticed during the last four years, that diarrhcBal 
diseases among children, and especially cholom infantum, have been 
less prevalent than in former years. 

It may be of interest to see what changes have occurred in the per- 
centages of mortality from cholera infantum, from year to year, Biuoe 
and including 18T6. 
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PERCENTAGES OF MORTALITY FROM CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

) 1875. 1876. 18T7. 1878. 1870. 1880. 

Rhode Isljuid, V 

It will be seen by the above compiirisons, that cholera iiifantnni has 
prevailed only to greatly lessened extent during tlie last three years, 
although there was an increase during 1880. 

Doubtless this factor alone has a large share in the lessened per- 
centage of mortality in young children, during 1878 and 1879. 

To show some of the strong contrasts of death rates, in the dif- 
ferent divisions of age, in different sections of the State, the follow- 
ing summary is presented. It will be understood that tlie percentages 
are the proportion of deaths in each division of age, to the total 
deaths in each town or city taken. 

Under 1 year. Under 5 years. 5 to 20. 20 to 50. 50 and over. 

1880. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 

WholeState 18.4 84.8 11.0 28.8 81.6 

Providence City 18.8 86.2 11.0 25.5 28.8 

Woonsocket 27.0... 68.5 9.7 18.2 18.8 

Lincoln 26.0 62.1 18.8 18.6 18.1 

Foster 00.0 10.0 00.0 24.0 ..66.0 

Jamestown 00.0 00.0 00.0 50.0 60.0 

LItUe Compton 00.0 000 6.6 20.0 78.4 

The great difference in the percentages of decedents under one year 
of age in different towns, is strikingly shown in the above summary. 

The large proportion of more than one quarter of all the deaths in 
Woonsocket, occurring in children under one year of age, is not un- 
precedented in that town, it having occurred for three years in suc- 
cession. It will be seen that Lincoln has also a death proportion of 
one quarter under one year, which is less than during some previous 
years, while Providence city has only a proportion of 18.3 per cent, 
and some towns with not a single death of persons under one year. 
The occurrence of more than half of all the deaths, in the period of 
life under five years of age, in Woonsocket and Lincoln, would seem 
to be evidence that there was not only a very large percentage of the 
population of that age, but that there was a great lack of vital force, 
or inherited or acquired physical defect in that class, either from 
prenatal influences in parentage, or improper management in infancy 
and early childhood, the result of ignorance and indifference on the 
part of parents and guardians. The city of Providence shows a pro- 
portion of 35.4 per cent, of decedents under five years of age, the 
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town of Foster 10.0 per cent., the towns of Jamestown and Little 
Compton no deatlis under five. It will be understood that the birth 
rate is small in those towns, and the proportion of children small. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 

The statistics of the colored population of Rhode Island are always 
included in the general statistics of tlie State. But on account of 
several questions of consi«lerable importance, the statistics of births, 
marriages and deaths have been separately considered. This has 
seemed to be of more consequence in Rhode Island, because the num- 
ber of this class of the people is larger, proportionally, than in most 
northern States. 

The number of deaths reported in 1880 among the colored popula- 
tion was 153. The number is 15 less than in 1879, and 3 less than in 
1878. They occurred in the different towns as follows: 



Providence City 06 

Newport City. S8 

JCaot Greenwich . 8 

Briutol 6 



Warwick 
Crau6tou. 



Warren, 
Ea^i Providence 
Johnston and 
Pawtackct 



} 



2 each 4 



ndi 



1 each. 



Total 15S 

Sex, — Of the 153 colored decedents, 70 were males and 83 females. 
Season. — These 153 deaths were in the different months, as follows: 



Months. Deaths. ; Mouths. Deaths. Months. Deaths. ' Months DeAtha. 

I I 

uannary 9 , April 9 July 14 ' October 8 

February .12 , May 22 August 18 i November 17 

March 12 . June 14 September 7 December .11 



Ist Quarter 33 



2d Quarter 45 



8d Quarter 39 



4th Quarter 86 



First six months, 78; second six months, 75. Total, 153. 



Age, — The average age of the colored decedents in Rhode Island, 
in 1880, was as follows: 
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Providence City. Rest of State. Whole State. 

Colored malee M.5 years S7.4 years 26.9 years. 

Colored females 84.0 years 42.8 years 37.8 years. 

SUMMARY OF COLORED POPULATION : IXCLUDIXO ALL NATIVITIES. 

The nnmber of births, marriut^es and deaths anions;: the colored 
population of Rhode Ishind, in tlie several divisions of the State, in 
1880, is given in the following Table, coni])ared with the coloi-ed pop- 
ulation in each division, as found by the United States Census of 1880. 

Table XLV. 



COUNTIES. 



a 
o 

"3 



o 



o 
o 



Bristol County j 200 

Kent Connty. 880 



Newport County 

Providence Connty, Towns. . . 



1.129 
496 



•Providence City 8,646 



Washington Connty 



m 



WboleState ' 6,698 



Births, 1880. 



a 

s 



4 

11 
90 

9 
87 

9 

140 



a 
o a 

oS 



53.2 
30.0 
56.4 
55.1 
41.9 
87.0 

47.1 



Marriaoks, 

1880. 



c 
*^ s e 

• mm ft •• 



I)BA1H8, 1880. 



ii 






2 
4 
8 
2 
67 
8 

76 



s ^ V 
O 



52.2 
412 
70.0 

124.0 
82.0 

180.0 



S 

s 



8 
13 
28 

8 
96 





43.3 ' ' 163 



<: ... 



26.1 
26.4 
40.3 
62.0 
38.0 
00.0 

44.0 



lu 1878 the proportions of the above events in the wJiole State, 

among the colored population, were as follows: One birth in every 

36.4; one person married in every 30.2; and one death in every 40.2. 

In 1879 the proportions were: One birth in every 39. G; one person 

niarried in every 51.4; one death in every 37.3. 

^n 1880, as will be seen in the above Table, the proportions were: 

^ne birth in every 47.1; one person married in evei-y 43.3; and one 

"^atZi in every 44.0 persons of color. 

faring the last three years, the proi)ortion of colored births to 

ored population has gradually grown less; the pro])ortion of colored 

Soils married has also grown less; and the proi)ortion of deaths to 

- -A^f^^^on, which was 2.5 per cent., or 25 in each thousand, in 1878, 
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advanced to 2.7 per cent., or 27 in each thousand in 1879; and receded 
to 2.3 per cent, or 23 in each thousand in 1880, based upon the 
Census of that year. 

The difference in the vital statistics between the white and the col- 
ored population, in 1880, may be presented as follows: 

White One child horn in every 43.8; one person married in every 60.2; one death in every 57.7. 

Colored One child bom in every 47.1 ; one person nuuried in every 48.8; one death in every 44.0. 



Fo. 1 
id y 
I. ) 



Whole No. 

white and }-0ne child bom in every 43.9; one person married in every 40.9; one death in every 57.8. 
colored. 



Allowance should be made for the difference in the number of 
colored persons in the State, upon which the foregoing calculations 
are based; those of 1878 and 187^ are upon the Census of 1875, and 
those of 1880 upon the Census of 1880, which makes the colored 
population larger by 321 persons. 

Jn 1880, the proportions of births, and of persons married in this 
class, to its population, were smaller than in the white population, 
while the proportion of deaths to its population was considerably 
larger than among the whites. 

The following summary shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island, in each of the 
last twenty years, from 1861 to 1880 inclusive: 

COLORED POPULATION. 

1861 97births ... 80 marriages 109 deaths. 

1888 96 births S8 marriages 90 deaths. 

1863 78 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

IMM 69 births 85 marriages 181 deaths^ 

1866 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths^ 

1866 184 births 65 marriages 1S8 deaths.^ 

1867 144births 61 marriages 106 deaths^ 

1868 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths^ 

1860 186births 70 marriages 188 deaths^ 

1870 168births "lO marriages 188 deaths^ 

1871 146 births 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

18T2 mbirths 76 marriages 184 deatha. 

1878 168 births 09 marriages 160 deaths* 

1874 170 births 80 marriages 151 deaths- 

1875 156births 76 marriages 160 deaths. 

1876 170 births 59 marriages 156 deaths. 

1877 168birth8 64 marriages 160 deaths. 

1878 172 births 80 marriages 156 deaths. 

1879 169 births 61 marriages 168 deaths. 

1880 140 births 76 marriages 158 deaths. 

Total 2,746births J2,262 marriages 2,726 deatlu. 



1880.] DEATHS. Ill 

The nnmber of colored births in 1880 were less than in any year 
since 1866, and seem to be gradually growing less in number, while 
the colored population has increased slightly by immigration, and 
consequently the percentage has grown considerably smaller. The 
number and percentage of deaths were smaller than usual. During 
a period of twenty years the number of births have exceeded the 
number of deaths by twenty only. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, 1880. 



The statistics of the causes of death in Rhode Island, in 1880, will 
be found in Tables VIII., IX., X. and XII. The whole number of 
deaths, as previously stated, was 4,820. The number of which the 
cause of death was reported was 4,596, and the number of which the 
cause was not stated was 233. The number from unknown causes 
was 21 less than in 1879. 

The following Table shows tlie number of deaths in 1880, in each 
larger division of the State, and the number and proportion in each 
division, of which the cause was unknown: 

Table XLVI. 



1880. 



Number of deaths. 
Cause not stated. . , 



• 


• 


3fr 


^- 


«§ 


o a 
5fl 


JH o 


M o 


PSq 


O 


219 


806 


! 10 


18 



One In 21.9 

i 



28.5 






107 
3 

58.5 



S5 



243 
24 

10.1 



s 


s 


c3 ►;«• 


a . 




■Si 


'ipl 


is 




s,oeo 


1,588 


151 
10.5 


17 


122.S 



d 
o . 

1^ 



S80 
16 

17.8 



9 

s 

00 

V 

o 

.c 



4,829 
988 

207 



A decided improvement in the completeness of the returns of deaths 
in the different divisions of the State during 1880, is shown by the 
lessened number of deaths rei)orted with the cause of death unknown. 
This improvement is seen in nearly all the divisions and in the whole 
State, but it is far from being satisfactory. In tlie Report for 1879 it 
was remarked ''Tliatthe returns of the causes of deaths are mani- 
festly more ^innecessarily incomplete than any other of the vital 
statistics of the State. That the cause of death in one out of every" 
17 or 18 of the decedents in the State should be returned as unknown,. 
is positive evidence that there is a defect in the Registration law, a& 
well as proof that there is neglect of duty on the part of those who 
should observe the law as it stands. The remedy is in the enactments 
of a law for the State such as is provided by municipal ordinance in. 
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the city of Providence, that is, the requirement of burial permits, 
and the pre-requirement of return of death, and cause of death when 
known." It will be futile to expect any very complete returns of all 
the circumstances connected with each death, until such a law is 
enacted and enforced. 

Table XLVII. 

Showiyig the proportion of deaths reported, with ''cause unknown,^' 

in each Division of the State, and in the vjhole State, in each 

of the last eighteen years, from 1863 to 1880 inclusive. 



years. 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
County 
Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Washington 
County. 


• 

o 


1868, One in 


16.5 
57.0 
64.8 


11.2 
12.6 
27.4 


25.5 
11.6 
18 4 


6.9 
8.5 
8.2 


46.7 
46.7 
55.0 


24.7 

47.6 
82.9 


14.7 


1864, One in 


16.1 


1865, One in 


16.4 


1866. One in 


168.0 


11.4 
18.6 


22.4 
84.5 


9.5 
7.4 


450 
64.0 


23.8 
14.8 


17.8 


1867, One in 


14.8 


1868, One in 


88.8 


50 


20,8 


5.2 


46.2 


10.1 


10.1 


1869, One in 


41.2 


5.8 


52.8 


5.8 


88.6 1 


16.1 


11.8 


1870, One in 




19.8 
81.2 


286 
7.9 


11.8 
84 < 


90.2 1 
88.6 


26.9 
9.8 


23.6 


1871, One in 




151.0 


18.0 


18«,0ne in 


18.8 


5.8 


10.0 


6.8 


72.8 i 


9.8 


11.8 


1878,0neiu 


1 


16.0 


25.4 


9.8 1 


102.5 i 


27.5 1 


208 


18?4,Oneln 


54.0 
55.0 \ 


15.2 
7.4 


14.0 
15.6 


17.2 1 
13.7 1 


78.7 1 
91.2 ' 


212 1 

1 

11.9 


27.8 


WTO, One in 


20.9 


1876, One In... 


11.5 


7.9 


18 5 


9.9 1 


124.8 


22.8 1 


19.3 


18Tr,0nein 


• •..•>•« 


17.7 ' 


9.7 


11.9 , 


823.0 


16.0 ! 


23.2 


I'TO.Onein 


82.1 
166 


7.4 1 
9.2 1 


9.0 
12.4 


13.7 1 

9.5 

1 


124.2 
225.1 


21.7 
8.6 


21.1 


Wr9,0nein 


17.6 


1880,Onein 


21.9 


285 


13.5 


10.5 


1228 

1 


17.8 


20.7 



^t seems hardly possible tliat such great variations in the number of 
tlecedents, the cause of whose death is unknown to physician or 
acquaintance, could occur from year to year, as sliown in Table 
XLVII. 

^^ Bristol county, for instance, in four of the eighteen years tlic 
cause of death was given in every return, while in one of tlie eighteen 
years the cause of death was returned unknown in one out of every 
11.5 decedents. 

15 
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In Kent county, the smallest proportion of deaths reported from 
cause unknown, during eighteen years, was in 1871; that is, one in. 
every 81.2, or about 1.2 per cent. The largest proportion was in 1808^ 
that is, one in eveiy 5, or 20 per cent. The proportion is smaller foi 
1880 than for any one of the previous eight years. 

Newport county, including the city of Newport, shows a genera" 
average of one death from cause unknown to every 13.5 of the deced 
ents, or about 7.4 per cent. In the city of Newport, in 1878, th» 
proportion was about 14 per cent.; while in the towns of NewjK)] 
county it was only about 2.6 per cent. In 1879 there was less disparity, 
of proportion between the city and county towns, but the proportio 
in the city was in that year more than twice as large, and in 181 
more than five times as large. Comments are needless. 

The towns in Providence county have always shown a large numb^ 
of deaths returned witli cause unknown. The proportions have irr in- 
variably been large, and therefore have varied less than any oth -^cier 
division. The smallest proportion was in 1874; that is, about six p* jer 
cent.; and the largest in 1868, which was about 20 per cent. 

Providence city is a very good example of what may be accomplish ^^ed 
by a *' burial permit " law, proi)erly enforced. During a period of 

eighteen years, the largest proportion of deaths returned with can ise 
unknown was one in every 45.0, in 1866; and the smallest, one in 
every 323, in 1877. 

In Washington county, the proportion of deaths reported frczism 
cause not known was the largest in 1879 of any one of the preview ns 
sixteen years, that is, one in every 8.6 decedents, or nearly twelve ^gz^er 
cent. In 1880 it was one in every 17.8, or 5.6 per cent. 

The proportion in the whole State, one in every 20.7 decedents, ot 
4.8 per cent,, is somewhat less than that of 1879. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths in Rhode Islai:^^^ ^> 
from each of thirteen principal causes, showing the order in regarcl- ^^ 
number, in each of the last three years, and also in the aggregates ^* 
deaths for twenty-five years and seven months, from June 1st, 19- ^^'^f 
to December Slst, 1877: 
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Table XLVIII. 

Showing the order in regard to number of decedents from thirteen 

principal causes of death. 



1880. 



1879. 



1878. 



Whole Namber. . . 4,889 Whole Number. . . 4,479 Whole Number. . . 4,441 



CoiMiimption 642 



ScarlAtlDA 408 

PneomonU and 
Conges, of Lnngi 884 



OldAge 978 



Cholera Infantum . 947 



Heart, Diseaaee of.. 981 

Apoplexy and 
ParalTBis 916 



Perers, Typhoid, 
Ac 168 Cholera Infantum.. 



ConBumption 687 

Pneamonia and 
Conges, of Langs 811 



Scarlatina. 811 



Diphtheria... 

Apoplexy and 
Varalysis. . . 



969 



Consamption 676 



Diphtheria 486 

Pneamonia and 
Conges, of Langs 817 



Jane Ist, 1868, to Dec. 
81st, 1877—95 yrs. 7 mos. 



Whole Number 77,890 



Consumption 19,697 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs. 4,486 

OldAge 4,168 



OldAge 999 Cholera Infantum.. 4,009 



OldAge 

Heart, Diseases of.. 



990 Cholera Infantum.. 168 Scarlatina. 8,860 

Heart, Diseases of.. 166 



Diphtheria 169 



Accidents. 



. 187 



Convulsions, Ac. . . 188 



Cancer. 



195 



Debility 118 



Cancer (all kinds). 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 



Convulsions, &c. 



161 
126 
198 
104 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 

Accidents (all 
kinds) 



Accidents 102 



Croup 96 



Cancer (all kinds). 

Convulsions and 
Fits 



Apoplexy and 
Paralysis. .. 



Croup, 



160 
199 
119 
119 
102 
98 



Scarlatina 86 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
Ac 9,959 



Heart, Diseases of. . 2,899 

Apoplexy and 
Paralysis 9,579 

Accidents (all 
kinds) 9,849 



Dysentery 1,976 

. 1,649 



Convulsions and 
Fits 



Croup. 



1,680 



Diphtheria 1,788 



With the exception of Consumption, no disease or cause of death 
maintains its place in the order of number from year to year. 

Consumption, as in all previous years, stands at the head of the 
list in formidable numbers and proportion, as the most active agent 
ol death. 

Jt is of some interest to note the changes that occur from one year 
to another, in regard to the number of deaths, and place on tlie list, 
of the twelve principal causes of death following Consumption, as 
shown in Table XLVIII. 

Scarlatina, which will be seen at the foot of the list in 1878, rose 
to third place in 1879, and to second place in 1880, with a proportion 
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of more than one tenth of all the specified causes of deaths in that 
year. 

Diphtheria, which was second in the list in 1878, was fourth in 
1879, and ninth in 1880. 

Croup, which has had a place on the list in every previous year, has 
during 1880 been displaced by Debility, which is a mther indefinite 
term as a cause of death, and in many instances is doubtless returned 
jis a name to cover real organic diseases of a chronic character not 
well understood. 
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CADSK8 OF DEATH. 



In the foliowiug romarka upon the varJoiiH priiiciiml causes of death 1 

1 Rhode Island, during the jciir 1880, uu alpliaitDticttl order will b^l 

Rfollowed, as presented in Table XLIX. 

DEATHS FROM ACCIDENTS. 

The number of deatbe from accidental causes of all kinds, reported J 
in Rhode Island in ISSO, was 137. Thia number is 35 more than in| 
187fl, and 15 more than in 1878. 

Of these 137 deaths, 21 were from burns and scalds; 33 by drown- 1 
ing; 14 from falls; 5 from poisoning; 18 from railroad aoeidents, audi 
46 from various accidents too numerous to specify. 

Of the whole uumbev uf deaths by accidents, 101 were males, and SflJ 
were females; 52 were of American, and 85 were of foreign pai-entuge. f 
It will be noticed how much larger the proportion of midcs is Ihaua 
Kthat of females; that is, 74 per cent, of male decedents to 'iG per c 
^of female decedents. Of parentage, 62 per cent, was of foreign, audi 
Ids per cent, of American. 

The number of deaths in each quarter of the year was as follows: 



In regard to periods of life, the decedents from accidental causes 
ere divided as follows: Under 5 years, 38; 6 and under 10, 19; 
Btweeu lOand 20, 13; between 20 and 40, 32; between 40 and CO, 28; 

30, 14; aud three, age not stated. 
[ Jq regard to sectional di^isiouE of the State, 4 of the deaths froihl 
sidentul causea were in Bristol county; 17 in Kent county; 9 in New- F 
trt connty; 4 in Washington county, and 103 in Providence county. J 
Iix Provideuee county, with less than 72 per cent, of the whole pop- 1 
III action of the State, there was 75 per cent, of the whole number otm 
ilesa«.th» from accidents, and in Providence city, with about 38 per cent..! 
uf the population of the State, there was about 47 per cent, of thai 
'l(;n.||ig from the same causes. 

liio whole number of deaths from oeoidental CAuaes, in 181 
?'~f>j>orlion to the whole number of deaths from sjieeilied causes, in the 
State, was 3 per cent.; the extremes were 5.8 per cent, in Kent 
w»iiiity. and 1.5 per cent, in Washington county. 

in proportion to papulation the accidental deaths were as follows: 

* Wuil Conuty One In every 3,848 of die jiopolBlio 

Keotrqunt)'.. Ooelneverj l.Sllof Ihe papula Hon. 

J"»J)ort Coonif One In evf ry 8,680 of Oio pnpoUOon. 

"*»Vlaeiip« CdudIt, Tawiu One In evury S.MT of the popnlntlon, 

f "iviitunc cit)' , Ono III every 1,(113 of IhopopolntliMi. 

'••hlngton Counly. . ,One tnevery fi.SM of the popBlollmi. 

"■ " " li --, - One in every i,018 of ilie popnl«llon. 
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APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

The number of deaths reported in Rhode Ishind, in 1880, caused by 
Apoplexy and Paralysis, was 215. 

This number is 5 less than in the preceding year, and 27 more than 
in 1878. 

The following Table will present some of the incidental relations of 
these causes of death, during the last sixteen years: 



Table L. 

Shotoing the whole numher and percentage of the Deaths in the State, 

from Apoplexy and Paralysis comhined; and also the Sex and 

Parentage of the Decedents from these causes, a7id the 

numher of the same in each of the Counties, 

from 1S65 to 1880 inclusive. 
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There was a slight falling off in number and percentage of deaths 
from Apoplexy in 1880, as compared with the previous year. It is 
none the less true, however^ that the percentage of deaths from these 
causes, in proportion to whole number of deaths, has gradually in- 
creased^ with slight fluctuations only, throughout the whole period of 
registration presented above. It will be seen that the ])roportion in 
1865 was less than 3 per cent., and that in 1879 it had reached nearly 
5 per cent. It can scarcely be expected that the increase will continue 
in the years to come, with an equal pace. 

The increase in number and proportion, us will be seen in Table L., 
is largely in decedents of foreign parentage, in which class the increase 
during the last four years is something ])henomenal. 



Table LI. 

JShowifig the ages of Decedents from Apoplexy and Paralysis in each 

of the last sixteen years. 
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Apoplexy is not a diseaise to bo expected in the earlier periods of 
life. Paralysis resulting from other causes sometimes occurs^ and is 
occasionally fatal. Hence as the two diseases are taken together in 
the above Table, there is one case recorded under 20 years of age. 
The largest number in every year, with scarcely an exception, is be- 
tween the ages of 70 and 80. Above the age of 60 years, the number 
of decedents from aj)oplexy and paralysis increases rapidly in the ratio 
of mortality. More than 80 per cent, of all the deaths from these 
causes, are of persons above 50 years of age. 

PROPORTION TO POPULATION. 

Bristol County One In every 688 persons. 

Kent County One in every 1,S68 persons. 

Newport County One in every 1,0W persons. 

Providence County, Towns One in every 1,810 persons. 

Providence City One in every 1,844 persons. 

Washington County One in every 1,780 persons. 

It appeal's that in 1880, there were nearly three times as many 
deaths from apoplexy and paralysis in Bristol county, in proportion to 
the population, as there were in Washington county, and more than 
twice as many as in any other division, except Newport county. 

BHAIN, DISEASES OF. 

In Table XLIX., under the head of ** Diseases of the Brain," are 
included all those reported as '* Cerebral Meningitis," ^^Cerebritis," 
'* Congestion," ** Inflammation," and *' Diseases of the Brain.". 

The number of decedents from these several causes, grouped under 
the head of "Diseases of the Bruin," in 1878, was 139; in 1879 was 
157; and in 1880 was 161. The proportion to whole mortality in the 
State, wjis 3.72 per cent, in 1879, and 3.49 per cent, in 1880. Of the 
161 decedents, 87 were males, and 74 were females. In regard to 
parentage, 87 were of American, and 74 of foreign parentage. 

The deaths in the diiferent seasons of the vear were as follows: 

First Quarter 47 Second Quarter 41 

Ttiird Quarter 88 Fourth Quarter 85 

Total 161 

In relation to the periods of life, 96 of the deaths were of children 
under 5 years of age, or nearly 60.0 per cent, of the whole number. 

CANCER. 

Cancer was reported as the cause of 125 deaths in 1880. The term 
"Cancer" includes all the difTerent varieties. 

The number of decedents from this cause, in 1880, was the same as 
in 1879. 
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The pereentago of whole number of deaths in 1880, was 2.73, as 
l-agaiuet 2.96 in 1879. Tho difference in the perceutage is occuaioiied 
[ hy the larger number of diiatha from other causes iu 1880. 

The varieties of cancer as reported, may be found in Tables VIIL 
I and IX., on pages 16 and 21. They were classed as follows: Cancer 
Lrions general localities, or cancer (various), 78; cancer of the 
|. breast, 8; of the stomach, 18; of the uterus, 31. 

la 1880, the deaths ti-om cancer, in the several seasons of tJic year, 
■ "Were as follows: 



Flnl Qauler ai 

Tliifd QiUUtcr 33 

• TolBl . 



iprUi Qiurter 38 



CHILD-BIRTH. 



Cases of death are reported as having been caused by child-birth, 

iritbout stating whether from hemorrhage, convulsions, nervousshock, 

llooal injury or what. As child-bivth was the primary cause, the im- 

I mediate cause is not so important. Under the head of "01iild-birth,"_ 

■ therefore, are included puerperal fever, puerjierul convulsious, aoi 

■rhatevcr causes that can only occnr as the result of child-birth. 

The number reported in 1880, was 51; 33 of which were from tbi 
nmediate effects of child-birth, without specif)~ing particular cauH 
I from puerpural convulsions, and 15 from puerpnral fever. 

Of the 33 decedents from the immediate effects of child-birth, 1 
were of American, and 18 were of foreign parentage; of tho 3 froili 
pnerparal convulsions, 3 were of American, and 1 of foreign parent-9 

; of the 15 from puerpural fever, 6 wei-e of American, and 9 
[Soreign parentage. 

Of the whole number, 23 were of American, and 28 of foreignl 
I parentage. 

In the different seasons of the year they occurred as follows: 



Sficond QuRiler... 
Fuurlb QqBil«,,. 



Of the decedents, 20 were under 20 years of age, 37 between 20 a 
. 18 between 30 and 40, and the remaining 4 over 40 years of age. j 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

' ^Xhe number of deaths reported as caused by cholera iufantnm, in 
*~80, was 847. 

' 'Xhia number is very much larger than that of the two previous 
a may be seen by reference to Table LII. 
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This disease bod been gradually growing less, diminishing from 391 
in 1872, to 161 in 1879. It is quite probable that the number in 1879 
will be the minimum of a long series of years following 1870. 

Of the 247 decedents, 123 were males and 124 females; 109 were of 
American, and 138 of foreign parentage; 180 were under the age of 
one year, and 67 were between 1 and 2 years of age. 

In regard to season, two deaths were reported in February, four in 
April, five in May, 16 in June, 198, or about 80.0 per cent., in the 
months of July, August and September, and 22 during the rest of 
the year. 

The following Table shows the whole number of repoi-ted deaths 
from cholera infantum; the sex and parentage of the decedents, in 
each of the larger divisions of the State, in each of tlfe last sixteen 
vears: 
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It will be seen that during the hist sixteen years, 3,400 children have 
died from cholera infantnm, of which 1,767 were males, and 1,639 were 
females. 

Of American parentage there were 1,551, and of foreign parentage 
1,855, or about 120 foreign to each 100 of American parentage. 

CONSUMPTION. 

The number of decedents during 1880, in Rhode Island, reported 
as having died from consumption, was 642. 

This number is less than during any year since 1874, with the ex- 
ce^otion of 1879. 

rXhe proportion to the whole number of deaths, 14.02 per cent., is 
liot only less than that of 1879, because of the larger whole number 
^^ deaths in 1880, but also less than in any year during the whole 
1*<^ iriod of registration. 

"Uhe average of twenty years, from 1860 to 1879 inclusive, was 
^S- 84 per cent. 

Of these 642 decedents, 287 were males, and 355 were females. 
In regard to parentage, 287 were of American, and 355 were of 
i*eign parentage. 

nhe proportions of the sexes are 44.7 males, and 55.3 females in 
^«K5h one hundred, or 123.7 females to each 100 males. 

The proportions in regard to parentage are 44.7 males, and 55.3 
females in each one hundred, singularly coinciding in proportion with 
the sexes, in the order named. 

There were 123.7 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 
In regard to season, the largest number of deatlis occurred in the 
first quarterly division of the year, and the smallest numl^er in the 
second, as will be seen by the following summary: 

^"^^ Quarter 168 Second Qnarter 146 

''f^ird Quarter 166 Fourth Quarter 162 

Total M2 

^lie largest mortality in any one month was in March, the next 
*^Sest in April, and the smallest in June. 

■*^he month of May has shown the largest number of deaths from 

^P^^ Sumption, with a very few exceptions, during tlie wliole twenty- 

^jSHt. years of registration. In 1880, this month reported only 44, 

^^ *xext to the smallest monthly number in the vear. 

Arx relation to age, consumption spares no period of life, but the 

^Sost number of decedents are found between the ages of twenty 

^^^ forty. 
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In 1880, 334, or more than 60 per cent, of the whole number of 
deatlis from consumption, were of persons between twenty and forfcy 
years of age. In order to show more concisely the relation of age to 
mortality, the following synopsis is presented: 

Ages. No. of Deatbib 

Under 10 yean of age 88 

Between 10 and 80 yean 56 

Between SO and 30 yean 199 

Between 30 and 40 yean 185 

Between 40 and 60 yean 89 

Between 60 and 70 yean 106 

Over 70 yean 80 

Total 642 

The distribution of mortality from consumption, in the different 
sections of the St^ite, is very unequal, not only in the percentage to 
the whole number of deaths in each section, but also in proportion to 
the population. 

The following Table shows the total deaths from all reported knotcn 
causes, with the number and percentage of deaths from consumption, 
in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State, 
in each of the last fifteen years, and in tlie aggregate for a period of 
twenty years, from 1860 to 1879 inclusive: 
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CAUSKS OF DEAT1 



The statiBtics of {.-onsumption preseiiteiJ in Table LIH., In 
tu tlie iiiiTnber luid jierceiitiigo of decedents, iu connt'ction 
iwalitjf. will enable the reader to tuuke retidy and eoncluBive co 
pari sons. 

It wa^ remarked in a previous report tliat by arntn^iiig in pant] 
colnmni' rhe iti'ms of single years, and combioing together » 
««;n<.'^ of yt'iirs, tlie rt;sidl« of single yeare can he readily compared, 
/.he ftventgfs of a long perind eoncliisively HBCurtjiined. 

The vBrintions of ouo year witli another iu the aame locality, a 
c»f different localities in the same year, and the uverugeg for a, m 
si«JGrubl« number uf year», arc shown in sneh manner as to allow t( 
cl<^fnil« coni'lnaions. 

Ill Bristol comity, the aitnmil percentages of aiurtidily from oi 
^■.a luptiou, to total deaths in the ^iine county, have varied from 9. 
j>«.'reent. in 188U, to 19.13 per cent, in 1876. 

'J'he iwreentagc of 1880, !).09. is leas than in any prevjoas y* 
17iiG average of twenty years \s 11!. JS per cent., and is the smallesb 
B«;vconnty. 

£cnt county shows a variation of from 12,fi9 f)ercenl. in 1874, 
20. 1? per cent, in 1867. In 1879 the percentage was 13.72, scaro 
ttl.»ovt! half thai of 18H7. The mean average percentage of the lo 
licrind is 1H.28, the largest, with one exception, of any county ii 
State. 

Following close upon the low average perceutago of the twenty y( 
period in Bristol county, wo liud Newport county with a mean 
14.24 |H'r cent., or ahoiit four-fifths of one per cent, larger. 

'I'lie variations iu the auunal percentages of Newjiort connty, 
*«ou in the foregoing Table, m-e from 10.75 per cent, in 1«71, to 1«. 
I*er euiit. iu 187(i. The i>i'reentage of 1880 is 10.49, the smallest 
record, 

i*r«jvideucc county towns show variations from 11.43 per cent. 
18T4, lo -iA.iS per ceni. iu 1867, as may he seen in llie Table. In 181 
lliei'v was in the towns of Providencu county the high rate of 24. 
l>er ftoit., the largest on i-ccord for that county. In the same y 
I't^i't-ontagc of the whole StJite was 21.2'^, also the largest on record, 
I'lie pecceutage of consumption to tottd given causes of mortiili 
Providence county towns, in 1880, was 15.35; for twenty yei 
®00 to 1873 inclusive, the average was 17.95 percent.; or about t* 
1 two-thirds per cent, higher Ihan the rate of 1880. I 

In Providenoo city, the proportion of deaths from uonsumptiou j 
^^■ol apecilicd deaths, was 15.00 jier cent. j 

Wiwhiugton county has ulraoat invariably shown a large peroeni 
lality from consumption. The average iiercentagc 
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of twenty years, is larger than any other section of the State. The 
smallest percentage during the last sixteen years was recorded in 1880, 
that is, 12.22; the largest in 1870, which was 24.04 j)er cent. 

The average mortality of twenty years is 19.08 per cent.; and of 
1879, 21.82 per cent., or more than 9.5 per cent, larger than in 1880. 

The smaller proportional number of deaths from other diseases, 
makes the percentage of deaths from con8umi)tion larger. For in- 
stance, in 1879, the })roportion of deaths from all diseiwes to popula- 
tion, in Washington county, was 11.1 in each one thousand; in 
Providence county, 17.2 in each thousand. 

The variation of the extremes of pro|)ortion in the whole State, 
during the last fifteen years, is from 20.74 per cent, in 1867, to 12.96 
per cent, in 1874. 

The percentage of 1880 is, as before stated, 14.02, and the annual 
average of twenty years 16.84 per cent. 

PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

For the purjmse of ascertaining and presenting the percentage of 
deaths from consumption, in proportion to the population, in the 
different divisions of the State, the following summary was prepared. 
It will show the yearly average number of deaths from this cause^ and 
the proportion to population in each division, for a period of nineteen 
years; namely, from 1860 to 1879. If the population of all sections 
increased with equal ratio, such comparison would show the relative 
liability of the inhabitants of each section to the disea^se, with quit« 
full accuracy. But as it is, an average of the semi-decennial enu- 
merations will afford such an approximation to exactness, as to make 
the comparisons sufficiently correct. 

1860 to 1879. 

NINETEEN YEARS. 



Yearly 


Yearly average 


average. 


to popalation 


No. of Dealhe. 


one in every 



Bristol County 21.4 44t or 2.26 in each 1.000 

Kent County 43.8 408 or 2.48 in each 1.000 

Newport County 42.7 492 or 8.08 in each 1.000 

Providence County. Tovraa 182.8 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Providence City 229.0 849 or 2,87 In each 1,000 

Washington County 42.0 452 or 2.21 in each 1,000 
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For the purpose of coni])arison with the long period of nineteen 
yeai-a, as well as each with the other, the following summary for the 
Wo years 1879 and 1880 is presented: 

CONSUMPTION, PKOPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

1879. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

^''»Vol County 16 718 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

^^HfCounty 88 542 or 1.84 in each 1.000 

'*Hport County 45 588 or 1 86 in each 1 .000 

^^vidence County, Towns 187 478 or 2.11 in each 1,000 

''^^^'icienceCity 2M 858 or 2.80 in each 1,000 

^«»1 J i mgton County 46 470 or 2.13 in each 1,000 

1880. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bru«t^:>1 County 19 509 or 1.66 in each 1,000 

Ken^ C^oanty 45 458 or 2,18 in each 1,000 

H««"V>^rt County 84 711 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

^*™*^ * cJencc County. Tow-ns 189 496 or 2 08 in each 1,000 

^ovi^pnccCity 882 826 or 8.07 in each 1 ,000 

^****tDgton County 88 681 or 1.50 in each 1,000 

T^lie proportions of 1879 and 1880 are based on tlie Census of 1880. 

It would appear by a comparison of the lust two years, with the 

^oiig. ])eriod of nineteen years, that the projmrtion of deaths from 

^^>U Sumption to population, was diminisliing in all parts of the State 

^^^ tesido of Providence city. The results of one or two years, however, 

*^^^ very inconclusive in regard to proportion, as very considerable 

^^^tiges in numbers not infrequently occur, from one year to another. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

^t'hese two diseases, similar in many respects, have been considered 
^Sother in these reports since 1858. The contrast is made for the 

. ^pose of showing their various relations, the same as with other 
^'^Oases, and not from any suspicion of identity, croup being 
P^^TiQarily, by general belief, a local disease, and diphtheria a consti- 
tutional disease. 
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The following Table shows the uumber of deaths and the sex of the 
decedents in Rhode Island, from croup and from diphtheria, in each 
of the seven vears, from 1858 to 1864 inclusive: 

Table LIV. 



CROUP. 



YEARS. 



1858.. 




35 


1859.. 
I860.. 


• ■•• ••••• •• 


37 
27 


1861.. 




32 


186S . 
1863.. 


• •■•«•••••«• • 


34 

51 


1851.. 




48 


Seven 


Yean* 


i 

1 -- 

1 



Mali^ft. Fonialcit. 



34 
21 
30 
26 
39 
46 
57 



253 



Total. 

69 
58 
57 
58 
73 
97 
105 

617 



" " 






DIPHTHERIA. 


bCalt'B. 


Femalefl. 


Total. 


1 


5 


6 


10 


10 


20 


24 


43 


«7 


66 


74 


! 140 


31 


50 


81 


73 


82 


155 


67 


93 


leo 


272 


357 


639 



Table LIV. has been continued from previous roi»orts for the reason 
that comi)arison.s of deaths and sox of decedents may be made, from 
3ear to year, from the first appearance of diphtheria in the State. It 
could not well be combined with 'i'able LV., because the parentage of 
decedents prior to 18G5 had not been presented in these Reports. 

The aggregate num])er of decedents from diphtheria during the 
first five years of its prevalence in the State, were exactly the same as 
the total decedents from croup during the same period. During the 
succeeding two years, diphtheria had exceeded croup about fifty per 
cent. 

The following Table gives the number, the sex and the parentage 
of the decedents from crouj) and from diphtheria, in Rhode Island, 
in each of the last sixteen years, from 1805 to 1880 inclusive: 
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Table 


LV. 


















CROUP 


• 


i 


I 


DIPHTHERIA. 








BEX. 


PARENTAGE. 


• 

* 

a 


BEX. 


PARENTAGE. 


YEARS. 


if 






I 
















o ■ 
§ 1 

S 1 

S5 ; 


i 

13 


• 

s 
s 

Cm 


1 

O 

2 . 

< 1 


1 
& ' 

o 
Cm 

I 
1 


' 1 

. E 


Ob 


if 

a 
B 


C 

a 
u 

< 


• 

E 

o 


18«S . , 


94 
63 

60 
30 
41 
63 
72 
1 66 
68 


44 

26 
25 
13 
10 
29 
39 
37 
30 


50 

25 ! 

17 

22 

34 

33 

29 

38 


32 
22 
21 

14 
14 
25 
31 
17 
35 


62 

31 ; 

1 

29 
16 
27 
28 
41 
49 

a3 


82 
64 
31 
20 

: as 
as 

57 

48 

' 45 


41 
26 
14 
8 
18 
17 
23 
24 
24 


41 
38 
17 
12 
15 
16 

: ai 

24 
21 


02 
36 
19 
11 
19 
18 
29 

a-i 

35. 


20 


ia««, . 


28 


lasT 


12 


i8e« , ^ 


9 


iSGd 


14 


is^o . 


15 


lari 


28 


lS^5fe 


13 


l^^T^. 


10 


IST^ . 


• 65 


39 


26 


38 


27 


59 


30 


29 


37 


22 


1B7JS. 


96 


53 


43 


43 


53 


as 


17 


, 16 


IK 


15 


IST» 


102 
95 


60 

48 


52 
47 


42 
34 


60 
61 


159 
492 


4 t 

239 


82 
253 


69 
2:« 


90 


iB7-r 


259 


ISTB 


i 
93 

1 


45 


48 


43 


50 


435 


1£24 


211 

1 


201 


234 


1«73. 


! 96 


58 


38 


40 


56 


259 


121 


138 


143 


110 


1880 


66 


82 


34 


27 


39 
662 


153 


73 


?J 


75 


77 






I'ot^.l^ 16 years 


1,140 


587 


1 

1 553 


478 


2,002 


971) 


1,026 


1,040 


962 



The remarkable difference in tlie number of dect'denls one vear with 
^'^ other, between croup and dii>litheria, will hardly fail to \k' noticed. 
-■^vi. i-ingr the last IG years, the lar^ont number of deaths in anv vear 
'^*>*Ti croup, was lOi, in 1870, and tlie snifille.st imiuber wa.s 30, in 
18C58. 

►nring the same time, the variation in the number of deatli.-^ from 
Itheria, was from 20, in 18G8, to 492, in 1877. 



tDiphtheria has declined largely in number of decedents since 1878, 
^^^Xabering only 152 in 1880. 



SEX AND PAREXTAGK. 



Kiring the twenty-three years, 1858 to 1880 inclusive, of the whole 
^•^ber of decedents from croup, 851 were males, and 800 were 
^^■^^ales; or 105.5 males to each 100 females. 
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Of the whole number of decedents from diphtheria during the 
the sume period of time, 1,248 were mules; and 1,383 were females; 
or 90.2 males to each 100 females. 

The prei)onderance of males in the decedents from croup, and the 
preponderance of females in the decedents from diphtheria, will not 
fail to be observed. 

In regard to parentage, it will be seen that the mortality from 
croup is the largest in that of foreign, ai^d the mortality from diph- 
theria the largest in tliat of American parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITT. 

The influence of season in regard to mortality from croup and diph- 
theria, mav be seen in the following Table, where these diseases mav 
also be compared with scarlatina, to whicii they bear resemblance in 
some respects. The Taliie will give the whole number of deaths 
during the periods named, and the average monthly and quarterly 
percentages of deaths, from each disease: 

Table LVI. 



MONTHS. 



CROUP. 
1858-1R70. 



DIPHTHERIA. 

1858-1870. 



SCARLATINA. 
185a- 1879. 



I 



NumlHT p^.^ ^.^.„^ Number p^^ ^.„j I Number ^ p^^ ^^^ 
ofDeathtt. , of lleathH. i of Deathn. 



I 



I 



Jaiiiiury SKH 

February 8(VI 

March 105 

FirvtQuarUT WW 

April 135 

May • 04 

June ... 91 

Si-coiifl Quarter S-W 

July tt) 

AugUHt 54 

September 183 

Third Quarter 287 

October 5W3 

NovenilH'r 261 

Dcccml>er 280 

Fourth Quarter 744 

Total(« 1,907 



12.43 


238 


0.25 


401 , 


11.68 


10.70 


171 


6.68 


468 


10.73 


8.05 ' 


104 
603 


7.54 


418 
1,802 


9.90 


31.78 , 


28 42 


83.96 


7.07 


145 


5.64 


850 


8.29 


4.91 


162 


6.30 


882 


9.04 


4.81) 


165 



472 


6.40 


846 


8.19 


16.78 


18.34 , 


1,078 


2S.5S 


3.14 ; 


120 


5.01 


847 


5.85 


2.83 I 


154 


6.00 : 


100 


4.71 


6.47 


235 


0.14 


190 


4.71 


12 44 


518 


20.15 1 


645 


15.87 


lO.M 


342 


13.34 


274 


6.50 


13.68 

t 


334 


12.00 


866 


8.66 


14.68 


302 


11.76 
38.00 ! 


406 
1,186 


11.77 


39.00 


978 


96.95 


00.00 


2,571 


100.00 


4,221 

1 


100.00 
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An examination of the preceding Table will show, that season has a 
very decided and unmi«takable influence u|K)n the ])roduct.ion of mor- 
tality from the three named diseases, if not upon the prevalence of 
tlie same. 

More extended comments and observations in relation to the in- 
fluence of seiison, and the variableness of the influence in the pro- 
duction of mortalitv from the three different diseases, mav be found 
in the preceding Registration Report (the twenty-sovcnth). 

The following Table will show the statistics of scarlatina for ench 
of the last twentv-six vears, from 1855 to 18S0 inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State; the numl>er, and ]»ercentage and sex 
uf the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
each division of the State. It also shows, from 1805 to 1880 inclusive, 
the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: 
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Table LVII. 





• 

■i 

••- 


1 


~ 


— -- - ■ 






^TINA 
















SC'ARLi 


• 










YEARS. 


1 

O 






1 

8BX. 


PARBNTAOE. 




DIVISIONS or 


THE 1 


STATE. 




.^ 




' 




1 














B 

o 

c 

•5 


cS 

•mm 

2 

Xr 


• 

a. 


1 

1 

i 

PS 


• 
1. 

e 

E 

if 


5 - 


* c 


gg 

«5 


It 

to 


1 '■ 

> s - 


2 




1855 


1.816 


71 


3.8 


41 


30 


• •«••■ ■•*•• 


22 


t 
1 




1 


6 


42 


• - ^^ 


1856 


2,042 


206 


10.2 109 


99 


■ 1 

a 


1 


8 


57 


144 


• > ^^^ 


1857 


2,:j!» 
•2,616 


147 
234 


6.3 69 
8.9 118 


78 
116 


. 


80 

11 


47 
75 


47 
61 


32 




1858 


5 




1859 


2,270 


71 


8.1 


34 


37 


t 


5 


2 


4 


14 


45 




1860 


2.086 


64 


24 31 


33 




4 


3 


7 


17 


17 




1861 


2.927 


67 


1.9 24 


33 


2 


2 


7 


9 


28 




1862 


2.591 


47 


1.8 25 


22 


1 8 


4 


3 


19 


14 




1863 


3,207 


91 


2.8 40 


51 


1 





S3 


24 


88 




1864 


3.860 


266 


8.0 ' 120 


146 


•■■•••• ••• * 


19 


19 


80 


141 




1865 


8,405 


255 


7.5 130 


125 


134 121 83 


17 


8 


86 


106 




1866 


2,970 


28 


0.9 15 

i 1 


13 


12 16 


5 





8 


12 


3 


— 


1867.. .. 


2,889 


14 


0.5 6 


8 


10 4 1 




1 


8 


10 

1 


— 


1868 


2,912 


93 


3.2 47 


46 


.T2 61 2 

1 


3 


3 


34 


50 




1869 


3,382 


286 


8.4 12«i 

1 


160 


128 158 1^ 


23 


12 


n 


138 




1870 


3,238 


75 


2.3 37 

1 


38 


28 47 1 


6 


3 


82 


85 




1871 


3.5M4 


66 


1.9 . 41 


25 


31 35 1 


3 


1 


87 


21 




187-2 


4,247 


53 


1.2 ! 22 


31 


22 31 


1 


4 


'K 
-1 


19 




1873 


4,403 


287 


6.5 124 


163 


163 124 4 


2 


42 


80 


132 




1874 


4.229 


462 


10.9 2;il 


231 


176 286 1 27 


17 


1 


133 


OttU 




1875 


4,317 


185 


43 

1 


85 


100 


121 64 1 8 


30 


3 


35 


94 




1876 


4,116 


80 


1.9 1 ai 

1 


46 


42 38 3 


2 


7 


31 


35 




1877 


4,450 


62 


1.4 


20 


36 


29 ! 33 14 


4 


3 


21 


12 




1878 


4.441 


86 


1.9 41 


45 


35 51 ' 3 


5 


3 


14 


57 




1879 


4.472 


311 


7.4 : IW 


147 


130 181 , 3 


6 


4 


37 


255 




1880 


4,829 


468 


10.0 1 215 


253 


216 252 22 


30 


11 


143 


i»43 


1 


TotalK, 
26 Ycarr*. . 


87,514 


4,067 

■ 


4.6 


1,9.">5 

1 


1 

2,112 


1,309 L.'KhJ; 


190 


211 


298 


1,100 


2,048 


£S» 



D1.SKA.S?:8 OF THE HEART. 



The number of doiiths reported in Rhode Ishmd, in 1880, from <i *^* 
eases of tlie heart, was 231. It is the largest number ever reported ^^ 
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Bhode Island from this cause, and was the fifth most fatal disease in 
the order of largest number during 1880. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last sixteen years, 1865 
to 1880 inclusive, the whole number of deaths in the State; the num- 
ber and percentage, and the sex and parentage of the decedents from 
diseases of the heart, and the number of the same in each division of 
the State: 



Table LVIII. 



YEARS. 



1878. 
1879. 
1880. 



5 f 

s 



s 

o 



1865 . .. 8,405 

1886 2,970 

1887 2,880 

1868 2,912 

1868 8,882 

ISn) .... 8,288, 

1871. . .. 3,844 

1872 4,247 

I 

1878 4,408; 

1874 4,229 

1875 4,817 

1878 1 4.116 

1877 4,450 



I 



; 4,441 



4,472j 

4.82»' 



t: 
n 



98 
115 

114! 
110 

128' 

I 

117 

I 

144 

189 

I 
1H9 

214 

186 

166 

I 

182 
166 

soa! 

231 



Totals, 
16 years.. 6].644| 2,557 



a 



2.88 
8.87 
8.94 
8.96 
3.78 
8.61 
4.80 
4.45 
4.29 
506 
4.31 
403 
4.09 
3.78 
4.78 ! 

5.08 

I 

I 

4.15 ; 



DISEASES OF TUB HEART. 



SIX. 






51 

58 
67 
58 
75 

78: 

104 
88 

109 
84 

66 

i 
94 

88 

114 

125 

1,351 



« 

B 

& 



PARBNTAOK. 



I 



47 

57 

47 

58 

53 

40 

66 

85 

106 

106 

102 

80 

88 

78 

88 

106 

1,206 



s 

u 

s 

< 



65 

90 

81 

79 

79 

77 

91 

119 

122j 

150 

113 

109 

lid 

109 

127 

146 



"5 

o 

P4 



88 
25 
83 
87 
49 
40 
53 
70 
67 
64 
73 
57 
72 
57 
75 
85 



DIYISIONB or THK BTATK. 



5- 

•eg 

«5 



1,667 890 



6 
t 
4 
5 
2 
4 
4 
5 
4 

•i 

2 
9 
3 
5 

8 
9 






5 
8 
9 
8 
13 

10 
7 
9 

11 
6 

13 

11 
7 

11 

20 

21 



25 l^^ 



8 
10 

7 
12 
11 

8 

8 
10 
14 
28 
22 
10 

9 
15 
16 
29 



83 ! 169 : 207 



27 
41 
37 
35 
36 
36 
42 
59 
48 
60 
49 

38; 

57 i 

I 

38 I 

38 

59< 

689 



¥ 



47 

40 

49 

52 

62 

59 

77 

98 

101 

106 

88 

86 

93 

83 

111 

104 



a 

So 

«i o 



1,251 



5 
9 
8 
4 

4 

1 

6 

18 

11 

18 

12 

12 

18 

14 

9 

9 



148 



The difference in the percentage of males and females, and also of 
American and foreign parentage, of the decedents from diseases of the 
heart is quite noteworthy. 

Of the 2,557 persons deceased from diseases of the heart, in the last 
sixteen years, 1,351 were males, and 1,206 were females; or 52.83 males 
and 47.17 females in each 100; or 112.0 males to each 100 females. 

18 
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The difference in parentage is much more noticeable than that of 
sex. 

Of the 2,65? decedents from disease of the heart, there were 1,667 
of American parentage, and 890 of foreign parentage. 

The proportions would therefore stand as follows: 

To every 100 of foreign parentage there were about 190 of Amer — 
ican; or 65.2 American, and 34.8 of foreign parentage in each lOCj 
deaths. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from diseais^^^s 
of the heart, in each divisional period of life, in each of the last sixt^^^^n 
years: 

Table LIX. 



YEARS. 



1866. 

1806. 

1807. 

1866. 

1869 

18T0. 

1871 

1872 

1878. 

1874 

1876. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880 



Totals, 16 yeare 866 



1 b 


• 


1 


2 


, P 


9 


14 


4 


18 


8 


11 


11 


, ^» 


5 


SI 


4 


19 


6 


' » 


12 


1 

87 


19 


19 


11 


20 


16 




1 


14 


16 


14 


10 


1 

15 


11 


1 16 


8 


19 


9 


16 

1 


10 


266 


158 



9 
a 



6 
14 
10 
18 
14 
11 
10 
22 
28 
26 
25 
15 
20 
18 
13 
18 



S 
5 

9 



7 
17 
18 
11 
18 
18 
19 
19 
18 

21 

I 
20 , 

19 i 

18 , 

16 

26 I 

23 



S 

o 



22 
10 
22 
14 
SO 
20 
28 
31 
26 
27 
32 
20 
27 
26 
38 
38 



a 



17 
28 
16 
28 
22 
21 
86 
36 
36 
60 
29 
38 
45 
36 
61 
49 



263 I 277 



390 



632 



s 

o 



19 
21 
27 
25 

21 
28 
26 
29 
42 
40 
41 
39 
33 
35 
86 
49 



o 

s 

s 



9 

4 

4 

5 

7 

3 

6 

13 

9 

12 

9 

10 

13 

11 

16 

28 



3 
5 





z 



508 
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The results of sixteen years registration, with record of ages of 
decedents from diseases of the heart, sliow in periods of twenty years 
of life, the following percentages: 
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Under SO yiMtn of ag6 10.4 per cent 

Between 90 and 40 Id.Spercent. 

Between 40 and 00 80.* per cent. 

Between 00 and 80. 40.0 per cent. 

OrerOO 0.8 per cent. 

Not stated 0.8 per cent. 

It Tvill be seen that nearly one half of all the deaths from diseases 
of the heart, were of persons over sixty years of ago. 

PNEUMONIA AND CONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. 

Tlie following Table shows, for each of the last sixteen years, the 
^whole number of deaths reported in Rhode Island; the number and 
•the percentage, with the sex and the parentage of the decedents from 
^meumoniaand congestion of the lungs, and tlie number in each year, 
in each division of the State: 

Table LX. 
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TWEITTT-EIORTH BEOISTRAtlON BBPORT. 



[1880. 

The nntnber of decedents from pneumonia and congestioD of the 
hiiigs, during 1680. was larger than in any previous year, with the 
exception of 1875. The proportion of the scseB was nearly equal, 
and the difference in the jmrcntage was considerably less than the 
average. 

The number of decedent in Bristol county was nearly double that 
of any previous year, and nearly four times as many as in 1879. There 
was an increase of 20 per cent, over the previous year in Newport 
county; about 23 per cent, in Providence city; and 33 per cent, in 
Washington county. 

The followiug Table shows, for each of the last sixteen years, the 
number of decedents in Rhode Island from pneumonia and congestion 
of the lungs, in each of the several periods of life: 

Table LXI. 
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The very great increase of mortality from ]>neumonia, in persons 
from five to ten yeare of age, is quite remarkable. Tlie average of 
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fifteen years previous to 1880^ was 6.4 decedents from five to ten years 
of age. It will be seen that the number in 1880, tliat is, 18, is nearly 
three times the average of the preceding years. 

The same remarks will apply equally well to the period of life be- 
tween fifteen and twenty, in which the proportionate increase of 
mortality is even greater. 

TYPHOID FEVER. 

The number of deaths in Rhode Island, in 1880, reported under the 
general title of "Fevers,'- was 158. This number is 44 more than in 
1879, and 8 more than in 1878. The number includes all repoited 
under the following si)ecific terms: ** Bilious," 4; ** Remittent," 3; 
"Typhoid or Typhus," 137; ** Yellow Fever," 1; *' Fever," 13. It is 
probable that nearly all fevers occurring in Rhode Island are essentially 
typhoid, the type being modified by a variety of circumstances. Of 
course the terra is not designed to cover all febrile states, dependent on 
malaria or a variety of acute and chronic inflammations. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last sixteen years, the 
whole number of deaths in the State; the number and tlie percentage, 
and the sex and parentage of the decedents from fevers, and the num- 
ber in each division of the State: 



twentt-biqhth buhstbation bkpobt. 
Table LXII. 
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It will be seen that the number of decedents from "Fever," in 
1880, WHS not only larger than in 1879, but the ))ercentagc of mor- 
tality from that cuusc, to all named causes of death, was also con- 
siderably larger. 

SEX. 

The difference in regard to sex was less than in the previous yei 
113.5 females to each 100 males in 1880; as against 142.5 females 
each 100 males in 1879. The average of the last sixteen years is ab> 
109 females to each 100 males; or 53.2 females and 47.6 males in e 
100 decedents. 
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PABENTAOB. 

In relation to parentage the difference in number was qnite nnusunl. 

Of the decedents from "Fovcr," in 1880, tliere wore 94 of American 
jnrcntage, and 64 of foreign; or 146.8 of Anicricitn to each 100 of 
foreign; or 69.5 of American and 40.5 of foreign p»rcii(ngo in each 
100 decedents. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from fevers, in 
«ach division of ages, in each of the last sixteen years, in the State of 
Xhode Island: 

Table LXIII. 
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I>nring the year 1880, there were a larger number of docedeiits from 
tevor, in every period of life under sixty years, tiian in 1879. 

This is seen in a very marked degree under the age of thirfy, that 
iB, 1 04 decedents in 1880 against (JG in 1879. Typhoid fever is. how- 
ever, a disease which, in the avemgD of years, aifecta much the largest 
nnixiher of persons in the middle periods of life. 
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COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 

The following Table shows the ixjreeiitage of total mortality from 
several prominent causes, as reported in 1880, in the whole State, and 
in the several divisions of tlie St^te; and also the percentages of the 
same causes in the whole State, in 1878 and 1879: 

Table LXIV. 
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Table LXIV. presents a very comprehensive summary of the pro- 
portions which the mortality from several of the most prominent 
causes of death, bear to the whole num])er of deaths from specified 
causes. 

It will be seen that great differenees in Uie ])ercentage8 of the 
various causes of deatli, occur in tlie different divisions of the State. 

These differences would be exi)ected in contagious diseases, which 
might prevail in one locality during one year, and in another locality 
in another year. 



1880.] CAUSES OF DEATH. 145 

• 

Bat differences are also found in the causes of death which might 
reasonably be supposed to occur, not only in the same proportion 
in the same localities from year to year, but also in about the same 
projyortion in all localities. 

In the above Table, Jiowevcr, it should be noticed, tliat the per- 
centages are in proportion to number of deaths in eacli locality or 
division of the State, and not in proportion to the poimlation. 

The number of deaths reported in 1880, was larger than in any 
preceding year. The same number of deaths from any cause during 
that year, would, therefore, have a smaller percentage than during 
any preceding year. 

In the three last columns of tlie Table, may be found comi)arisons 
of the percentages of the different causes of death, to whole number 
of deaths from known causes, for the three years 1878, 1879 and 1880. 

It will be seen that there is considerable variation from year to year, 
in the proportion of the same disease. 

Cholera infantum shows a considerably krger i)roportion in 1880, 
than in the two preceding years, notwithstanding the increased num- 
ber of deaths from otlier causes. 

Consumption shows a smaller percentage than in the two previous 
years, because of the increased whole number of deaths from all 
causes, although the number of deaths from consumi)tion was larger 
in 1880 than in 1879. 

Diphtheria has a largely diminished ])ercentage, while scarlatina has 
a percentage considerably in excess of j)rcvious years. 

Ap])ended to this reimrt will be found the Laws in relation to 
Registration in Rhode Island, and the establishment of a Statu Board 
of Health; and also a syno])sis of the Marriage Laws of Rhode Island. 

C. U. F. 

Providence, December, 1881. 
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APPENDIX. 



The Registration Laws of Rhode Island. 



PUBLIC STATUTES CHAPTER 80. 



OF THE RECJISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DKATIIS AND MARRIAGKS. 

Sk.'TION 1. The town cltTks of the several towns, or any pi'fson whom fhc board of ahlcrnien 
of any city, or the town connril of any town may appoint for that pnrpOHe. Hhall obtain chrono- 
logically record and index, as reqnin'd by the forms pn'scribed l>y j-cclii>n three of lliis chapter, all 
information concernin}; births, marriaji^es and deaths oecnrrin<; amon^ the iidiabitants of their 
r<.'»»|)ective towns; and on or befon^ the first Monday in March, annnaliy, shall make duly r«-rlifled 
returns thereof to the secretary of the ttUxW. board of health for tin* yuar, ending; on the thirty-first 
day of IK-ccmlKT next prw<?din:;. accompanyin«: the same with a Ii'*t of tht; persons required by law 
to make returns to them, who liave net;lected to do so. and with surh remarks relatim: to the object 
of thif) chapter as they nuiy deem important to communicate. 

Ski. 2. The secretary of the slate board of health shall receive the returns made in pursuance 
of the iirocedin^ section, and annually, m.iko a L;eii(>ral abstract and report thereof, in form a'' 
pre^rilK'd by section three of this chapter, and publi^h not exeei'din^ one thousand ci>pies thereof. 
Said returns, after such report is prepanrd. shall Ik* depositi*<l in the ofHce of the secretary of state, 
who shall cause the same to Ik* arranged, full alphalK'tical indirr< <if ull the names to b(> made, and 
the whole to Ik' bound in volumes of convenient si/e. and carefully preservi'<l in bi^ otilce. 

Sec. 3. The blank forms re<|uireil to carry out the provi>ions of this i-hapter, shall, on applica- 
tion, Im? furnished l)y the secrtitary of the state board of health to eler^'>men. physicians, under- 
takers, town clerkH, clerks of meetings of the Society of Friends and other per^uis reiiuirlnj: them, 
giiibslantially a«i follows: The record of a birth shall Mate the date and place of birth, name and sex 
of the child, whether l)oru alive or still-born, th«' name and surname, color. (»ccujmfion. residence 
mod birthplace of the i>areuts, and the time of recording;, so far as thr Ktine can be asrcrlaincd. 
The record of a marriage shall state the date of the marriaire, place, name. re»idencr an<l ofiirial 
station of the person by whom married, names and surnames of tin* parties, ap-, color, occupation 
and residence of each, condition, that is whether sin^^le or widowed, what marriaL'c, that is wh«-ih<>r 
flrvt. Kecond, third or other m.HrriaKe, the occupation, birthphue and n.-mic of tln-ir parent^, and the 
time of recording;, »o fur os the same CJin be ascertained. The ri'cord of d«-atlis hhall state tin- dare of 
death, name and sornsime of deceased, the sex. color and condition, w bether siny:lr or married, a;;e. 
occopation, place of death, place of birth, names and birthplaci; of parents, disease, or cause of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 
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Sxr. 4. Every meeting of the Society of Friends, clergyman, and all others anttaorized to join 
pcrflonR in marriage, ihall make a faithful record of every euch rite performed by them, in manner 
and form aforesaid, and return the name for the last preceding month, on or before the second 
Monday of every month, to the town clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; 
and no marriage sliall be solemnized until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the persmi 
about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a meeting of the Society of Friends, a certificate containing 
the Information required for the record of a marriage, as prescribed by this chapter. 

Sbc. 5. The town clerk of every town shall annually, in the month of January, collect the 
information rc(iuircd by this chapter, in relation to all children bom in the town during the year 
ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding. 

Sec. 0. Whenever any person shall die, or any still-born child shall be brought forth in this 
State, the physician attimding at such bringing forth or last sickness, if any physician so attended. 
Hhall within forty-eight hours after such death or bringing forth, leave with the family, if any, or 
Iierson Imving ttie care of the deceased, or the ixirson bringing forth such still-born child, or give to 
the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating in case of a death the name 
of the deceascil, the dute of the death, and the disease or cause of the death, and in case of tlie 
bringing forth of a still-boni child, the date and the cause of such child being brought forth 
still-born. 

Sec. 7. Every town council may ap}>oint a sufficient number of persons to act as ondertakers* 
removable at the pleasure of such council. 

Sec. 8 No undertaker or other person shall conduct a funeral, or bury or deposit in a tomb, or 
remove from this State or otherwise dispose of the remains of any deceased person or still-born 
child, unless he shall first obtain the physician's certificate required by section six of this chapter, 
if a pliysician was in attendance ujmu such person who has deceased, or the person bringing forth 
such Ktill-hom child, and shall return the same, together with his own certificate of the information 
required by section three of this chapter, to the town clerk of the town where such death or 
bringing forth took place. 

Sec. 0. Any town may make ordinances, more effectually to attain the objects herein contem- 
plated. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks, or persons appointed as aforesaid, shall receive for each record of a 
death made and returned as required by law, and for each nnrord of a marriage made and retamed 
as required by law, twenty centF, to he paid to them out of their res[)ective town treasuries: 
Piwidtd, that the yearly comi>ensation to be }>aid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one 
town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall perform the duties prescribed by this 
chapter, shall not bt> less titan five dollars. Undertakers and others making returns of deaths aa 
required by section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each full report of a death made to the 
town clerk, five cents, in the cities of Providence and Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of 
the State. 

Sec. 11. Every clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any meeting of the Socicty 
of Friends, or other })erson, who shall wilfully neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties 
Imposed on, or required of him, by this chapter, shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars for 
each offence, one half thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, and one 
half thereof to the use of the person who shall complain of the same. 

Sec. ISJ. Every clergyman, physician, coroner, undertaker or clerk of any meeting of the Society 
of Friends, shall cause his name and residence to be recorded in the town clerk's oflice of the town 
where he resides. 

Sec. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be granted by any court of 
probuti!, upon the estate of any person, until the death of such person, or the facta from which tlie 
same is presumed, shall be duly certified, a^ near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the 
same may be duly repis'tered according to the provisions of this chapter. 
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Skc. 14. The town clerke of the several towns, the city clerk of the city of New^port, and the 
city registrar of the city of Providence, shall have the castody of alt records of births, deaths and 
marriages of their respective towns, whct)ier made under the statutes now in force or any former 
statute, and a certificate signed by them, certifying that any written or printed statement of any 
marriage, birth or death is a true copy of the record in their custody, shall be admitted as evidence 
of snch marriage, birth or death. 

Skc. 15. Births, marriages and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished from those of 
residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Svc. 16. The secretary of the state board of health may, from time to time, vary the forms of 
returns, and require snch additional information as he may consider necessary to accomplish the 
object of this chapter. 

Sbc. 17. The town clerks or other officers appointed under this chapter to collect, record and 
retnm the births in the several towns, shall receive fees therefor as follows: For making record 
and return of these facts as required by law, twenty cents each for the first fifty entries in each 
calendar year, and ten cents each for each subsequent entry and return; to be paid by the town in 
which the birth is recorded. 

Sec. 18. The town clerks of the several towns, or other persons appointed under this chapter to 
collect the births in the several towns, shall annually in the month of January, collect the facts 
concerning the births within their respective towns, required by this chapter; and shall so far as 
practicable, at the same time collect the names of all persons liable to be enrolled in the militia, as 
required by title thirty-four; and the census of all persons between the ages of five and fifteen 
years inclusive, as provided by chapter fifty; and shall receive therefor sucli compensation as the 
town council or the board of aldermen of their respective towns or cities shall deterniim*: Providtd^ 
that the city of Providence shall be exempt from so much of the provisions of this section as relates 
to the collection of the statistics of births. 

Sec. 10. Blanks for the foregoing purposes shall be furnished, on application therefor, on or 
before the first day of December in the year preceding, by the slate board of health, for the 
collection of births, by the adjutant-general, for the taking of the enrolled militia, and by the 
commissioner of public schools, for the census aforesaid. 

Sec. 20. The person or persons who shall discharge the duties retiuircd by section eighteen of 
this chapter, if other than the town clerk, shall make full return thereof to the town clerk of his 
or their town, on or before the tenth day of February next following. 

Sec. 21. The returns required to be made by clerks of the supreme court, in relation to divorces, 
to the secretary of the state board of health, or a propare<l abstract thereof, shall he put)lished in 
the annual report on the births, marriages and deatlis in the Slate. 
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OF DIVORCES. 

Sbction 5. The clerks of the supreme court in the several counties, shall make returns to the 
secretary of the state board of health, on or Ijefore the fir>«t day of March, in each and every year, 
for the year ending on the thirty-first day of December preceding', «»f all the aj)i)llcations for 
divorce, showing the nnmber, the number granted, and the caii«ciij which are jjiven fur the applica- 
tioo, but without the names of the parties, in accordance with the t)lankH which shall be furnished 
them by the secretary of the state board of heiilth. 
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CHAPTER 83. 

l)F THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Section 1. The Kovomor, with the advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint »\x poreonr, 
two from the county of Providence, and one from each of the other countie8, who nhall constitute 
the Htate board of health, one of whom shall be appointed in each year for the temi of kix years 
from the first day of July. Any api)ointnient to All a vacancy sliall be for the remainder of the 
term. Of the i)ersons so appointed, at leant three shall be well educated physicianrt and members 
of some medical t«ociety incorporated by the state. The (^venior may remove any member for 
cause, at any time, ui>on the written request of two-thirds of the board. 

8ec. 2. The lioard nhall take coj^ixance of the interests of life and health among the citizens of 
the Htate; They shall make investi|:ations into tlie causes of disease, and especially of epidemics and 
endemics amonfir the people, the sources of mortality, and the effects of localities, employments, 
conditions and circumstances on the public health, and shall faithfully do all in their }M>wer to 
ascertain the causes and the best means for the prevention of diseases of every kind in the state. 
They shall publish and circulate, from time to time, such information as they may deem to be 
important and useful for diffufion among the people of the state, and shall investigate and give 
advice in n>]atiou to such suhjei'ts relating to the public health, as may be referred to them by the 
general assembly, or by the governor when the general ass4*mbly is not in session. 

Sec. 8. The state board of health shall also investigate the subject of dii^ascs among cattle or 
other animsls. 

Sec. 4. The l)oard Khali mtH*t in the city of Providence once in three months, and as mach 
oftener as they may dwui necessary. No meml)er of the )>oani, except the secretary, shall receive 
any compent>ation for his services; but the actual i)crsonal expenses of any member, while engaged 
in the duties of the btmrd, shall l)e paid by the htate. 

8Er. 5. The board shall elect a well qualifiitl physician a<< their secretary, who shall be ex. qfiUio 
a meml>er of the board, the couimisHioner of public health, and state registrar, but he shall not be 
permittefl to vote on any quentiou in which he is iMtrsonally interested, or be entitled to any addi- 
tional compensation for mileage orexiK>nses. 

8e('. 6. The i*ccretary of the said board hhall make inquiry from time to time, of the clerks of 
town and local boards of health, and practicing physicians, in relation to tlie prevalence of any 
dlseajK*, or knowledge of any known or generally Ix-lieved source of disease, or caus(*s of general 
ill-httalth, ami also in relation to the jiroceediugs of the said boards of health, in respect to acts for 
the promotion and prott^'tion of the public health, and also in relatitm to diseases among domestic 
aniuialr* in their several townx and lo<*alities respectively; and the said clerks of town and local 
boards of health, and the said practising physician;*, shall give such information, in reply to said 
inquiries, of such facts and circumstances as shall have come to their knowledge. 

8k('. 7. The secretary shall iH^rform and buix^rintend the work preK*rib(>d for said board by law, 
and such other duties as the board may n;quire, and he shall receive such salary, not in excess of 
twelve hundred dollars annually, as the board may determine. He shall hold his office during tlie 
pleasure of the board, and may l>e removed at any regular meeting, by a majority vote of the 
members thereof. 

Skc. 8. The governor sliall provide a suitable olW<'e for the board in the city of Providence, and 
the actual exjM'Uses of the board and of the memlwrs thereof, when certified by the chairman and 
approved by the govi^rnor, shall be jviid from the state treasury 

Sec. 9. The board shall make a report in print to the general assembly, annually, of Its pro- 
cewlings during the year ending cm the thirty-first day of December next preceding, with such 
suggestions in relation to the sanitary law.<> and inten-sts of the state as they sliall deem important. 
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SYNOPSIS OF THE LAW OF MARRIAGE IN RHODE ISLAND. 



TITLE XX. CHAPTER 163, PUBLIC STATUTES. 

Sbctions 1, 2 and 8 show what kindred persons cannot marry, and declare marriages within pro- 
hibited degreen, null and void. 

SBCTiojf 4 makes an exception in favor of Jews, within the degrees of afRnity or consangainity 
allowed by their religion. 

Sbction 5 declares the marriage of persons having a husband or wife living, and of idiots or of 
lunatics, absolutely void. 

Sec. 0. *' Any ordained minister or elder of any religious denomination, who shall be domU'lled 
in this state, and either justice of the supreme court, may join persons in marriage in any town of 
the state/' (It will be seen that clergymen from other states cannot eoltmnize marriagejt in Rhode 
Ii<tand. Marriages solemnizttd in Rhode Island, by clergymen living out of the state, are null and 
Toid.) 

Section 7 defines what shall be understood by the term " religious denomination,'* within the 

meaning of the preceding section 

Sec. 8. Wardens in the town of New Shoreham, may join persons in marriage in said town. 

Sb<-tion 9 provides that no minister, elder, magistrate or warden shall join persons in marriage, 

onless snch persons, if residents of this state, shall first present a certificate properly executed and 

signed by the to^'n or city clerk or city registrar of the town or city in which such persons shall 

reside, and if not residents of this state, then from tlie town or city clerk or registrar of the town 

or city in which the marriage shall be solemnized, to the effect that the said town or city clerk or 

registrar luis fluly recorded the inUnfion of marriage between the i>arties named in the certificate, 

•nd no town or city clerk or city registrar Hhall issue such certificate to any minor or person under 

gnardianship, unless the consent in writing of the parent or guardian shall Imve l>een first obtained. 

Section 10 provides that every society of Friends, and every person authorized to join iM>nM>nH in 

marriage shall certify upon the certificate required in section nine of this chapter, the time when 

Aiid iho place where the marriage shall havu been solemnized by him, and fhall on or before the 

second Monday of every month return the certificate* of every marriage solemnized by him during 

tlie last preceding month, to the clerk or registrar of the town or city in which such rite shall have 

been performed. 

Skction 11 forbids the solemnization of the marriage ceremony, by any person, when lawful 
objection is maue thereto in writing, until such lawful objection be removed. 

Sections 12, 18 and 14 provide that any person who shall join persons in marriage contrary to, or 
in violation of, chapter 168 of the Public Statutes, shall be imprisomHl not exceeding six mf)uths, or 
lined not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Skc. 15. The solemnization of marriage shall be in the presence of two witnesses at least, 
beffides the minister, elder or magistrate officiating. 

Section 16 relates to marriages among Quakers or Friends, and among Jews, making them valid 
If in accordance with the forms, rites and ceremonies of the same rcj^iH'ctively. 

Section 17 provides that any persons joined in marriage in this Hfute, who have negliTted to 
comply with the law as set forth in the preceding sections, shall be imprisoned not exceeding six 
months, or fined not exceeding one thousand dollars. 
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Office of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics, 

Providence, December, 1882. 

To the Honorable the General Assetnbly : 

The Twenty-Ninth Annual Report, upon the Births, Marriages and Deaths, in 
Rhode Island, is herewith submitted. The statistics presented arc for the year 
ending December 81, 1881. 

The usual Tables given in the Reports of previous years, are included with 
additional items, and some new Tables summaries and abstracts added, as occa- 
sion required in further elucidation of some point or subject considered, or in 
illustration of facts presented, or statements made. 

The general results of vital registration, according to tlie returns during 1881, 
are presented in the following summary: 

BIRTHS. 

SEX. PARENTAGE. 

I 

Males 3,4tt8 Aiiicrican 3,852 

Femaleri 3,263 i Foreign :... 3,409 

I 

Whole number of birtha 6,761. 

MARRIAGE8. 

American Groom and Bride 1,638 

FoFcfgn-bom Groom and Bride 628 

American Groom and Foreign Bride V44 

Fort'ign Groom and American Bride 245 

Whole number of marria^ed 2,750 

DEATHS. 

SEX. I I'AIUENTAOE. 

Males 2,467 American 2,482 

Femalea 2,549 i Foreign 2,6M 

Wliole number of deaths 5,016 

There was one birth to every 40.9 of the populutiou. 

One person oiarried in every 50.3 of the popiilution . 

And one death in every 55.1 of the ]>opuIatiou. 

It may be said without e.xaggeration, that there is a steady im})roveuicnt in a 
lar£^e majority of the towns in the promptness and completeness of the returns of 
death, and in the collection of the returns of births. 
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Several towns have passed ordinances, reqniring the o!>servance of the Statute 
in relation to making a return to the Town Clerks, of every death, before the 
burial, or removal from the town, of the body of the decedent, with a specific 
minimum peiuilty for ciolation of the same. 

The follow^ing draft of an ordinance has been furnished to several towns, which 
may be adopted by other towns, or at lejist serve to suggest other forms, which 
may seem to more fully accomplish the desired purposes: 

It is ordained by the town council of the town of as follows: 

" Sec. 1. Whenever anv death shall occur in the town of 
it shall l>e the duty of the undertaker, or the permn ie?to has charge of the burial 
or removal of the bodv of the decedent to obtain. itEFORR burial or removal 
of same, the physician's certificate (if a physician was in attendance) of the 
name, date and cau tie of death; and said physician shall exercise due courtesy 
and diligence in furnishing said certificate; and if no physician was in attend- 
ance, then to obtain from such sources as shall seem most reliable, the cause of 
death, and with the same, all the facts required by law in the Public Statutes 
(Chapter ST), Section 8.) as shown in the blank returns of death, and make or 
present the said returns to the town clerk of the said town." 

" Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the town clerk upon the presentation of a 
return of death in accordance with law. and to his satisfaction, to issue to said 
undertaker or other person a permit or certificate of permission to bury, eutomb, 
or remove the body of said deceased jMjrson without the limits of the town.'* 

" Sec. 3. Any person engaged or concerned in the burial, entombment or re- 
moval from the town, of the bo(iy of a deceased person without a permit, or 
kntftringly violating any of the provisions of the preceding sections, shall be Uned 
not less than dollars, nor more than twenty dollars." 

Sec. 4. This ordinance f>hall go into effect on the first day of 1883. 

The .specific niiuimum penalty is what gives force to any ordinance, and the 
omission of the .same is the weakness of Statute law. 

With a sufficient minimum penalty provided for violation of the Statute, re- 
(luiring the returns of death to be made before burial or removal of the decedents 
body, the greatest drawback to correct and complete returns of death, would be 
removed. 

It is sincerely lo be hoped that the Honorable General Assembly, will, at an 
early day, enact amendments lo the registration law, in relation to vital statistics, 
requiring permits from the town or city clerks or city registrars, for the burial 
or removal of the dead, and afii.x an adequate minimum penalty for every wilful 
violation of that re(juiremeut, and of every other provision of the law. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. II. FISIIEK. 

Stitte Ri'fjiiftrar ami SerreUiry of the State. Dottrd of Health, 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1881. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes and Divisiofis of the State. 



MONTHS. 



January . . . . 



February . . . 



March.. V . .. 



April 



May 



June 



July 



SEX. 



Males . . . 
Females 
Total . . . 



Males 

Females . 
Total.... 



Males 

Females . 
Total.... 



Males. .. . 
Females . 
Total.... 



Males 

Females . 
Total ... 



Males 

Females . 
Total 



Males 

Females . 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



i 

O 



272 
254; 
526 



266, 
218 

484 



282 
242 
524 



273 
260, 
533 i 



280 
288 
568 



280 
280 
560 



312; 

297 



a 
o 






9 

10 
19, 



8 

6 

14 



8 
14 
22 



8 

14 
22 



i 



Total .... 609 



9, 
13 
22 



12 
10 
22 



a 


c 

s 



13, 
10 

23 



25 
14 
39 



10 14 

8 16 

18' 30 



17 
21 
38 



23 

18 
41 



18 
17 
35 



25 
231 

48; 



a 



s 



10 
10 
20 



11 

8 
19 



5 
3 

8 



6 

5 

11 



4 
3 









21 

35 



12 

15 
27 



20 
15 
35 



7 

13 
20 



7 15 

7I 14 

14. 29 



4! 14 

7 12 

11 26 



15 
13 

28 







>? 




a 


• 





K 


s 





g 


8 


( 


6 


^ 


•0 


V 


•? 


I 


I 


100 


10c 


.96 


100 


196 


206 


87 


112 


68 


96 


156 


208 


95 


120 


84 


100 


179 


220 


n 


125 


84 


107 


176 


232 


94 


111 


93 


130 


187 


241 


83 


133 


97 


124 


180 


257 


123 


115 


123 


110 


246 


225 



a 
a 
o 
O 

: I 

I a 
2 

a 



13 
14 
27 



11 
11 
22 



18 



34 



18 
16 
34 



22 
12 
34 



19 
10 
29 



18 
15 
33 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, IHSl.— Continued. 





SEX. 


1 
1 


DIVISIONS OF THB STATE. 


MONTHS. 


J? 
1 


1 
8 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


B 

1 
1 




Angu.t.. .. 


Holes.. . 


284 


12 


22 


2 


8 


103 


117 


20 




Females . 


281 


9 


14 


6 


13 


108 


116 


15 




Total . . . 


S66 


21 


36 


8 


21 


211 


233 


35 




Ualei. . . . 


310 


9 


24 


4 


12 


114 


132 


14 




Females . 


802 


8 


19 


7 


10 


92 


116 


10 




Total . . . 


572 


17 


44 


11 


22 


206 


248 


24 


October .... 


Males. . .-. 


309 


12 


19 


7 


18 


107 


140 


6 




Females . 


283 


10 


19 


7 


20 


87 


129 


11 




Total . . . 


592 


22 


38 


14 


38 


194 


269 


17 


November. . 


Hales.... 


326 


7 


21 


9 


10 


122 


139 


11 




Females . 


293 


11 


20 


5 


19 


116 


105 


17 




Total . . . 


518 


18 


41 


14 


35 


238 


244 


28 


December.. 


Hales.... 


305 


10 


23 


11 


17 


103 


112 


29 




Females . 


305 


12 


29 


8 


16 


107 


108 


25 




Total . . . 


610 


22 


52 


19 


33 


210 


220 


54 


Whole Year. 


Males.... 


3,198 


IH 


245 


80 


175 


1,223 


1,462 


199 




Females . 


3,2C3 


125 


220 


76 


174 


1,155 


1,341 


172 




Total . . . 


6,761 


239 


465 


156 


349 


2,378 


2,803 


371 
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MARRIAGES. 



Table IV.— MARRIAGES, 1881. 
Arranged by Months and Divisions of the State. 



MONTHS. 



January . . 

February 

Mai'ch 

First Quarter.. . 

April 

May 

June 

Second Quarter. . 

July 

August 

September 

Third Quarter. . . 

October 

November 

December 

Fourth Quarter. . 

Whole year . . . . 




DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



C3 

o . 

OS 



157 


7 


188 


13 


204 


9 


549 


29 


270 


14 


294 


13 


204 


8 


774 


35 


2,750 


121 






35 59 



5 
20 
12 
37 

8 
22 
17 
47 



5 
5 



4 

8 

13' 

5 

I 
I 

7, 

5 

17' 



5: 75 

10, 82 

9 36 



4 48, 
10 62 
14' 61, 

I 

28 171' 



18 77 



44 254 



c 
o 

2 
2 



a 
9 
o 

§ 






117 20 

112 19 

I 

81 231 



88 

I 

69: 

I 

81: 

I 

I 
238 



95 19 

I 

II4I 15 



13 24 193 310 62i 

I 

1 

1' 10' 76 

I 

5 5, 88 

I I 

3 6^ 78' 



9 21 242 340 50 



4 
10 
19 
33 



I 



134 20 



17, 98 114' 23 



91 79 



66 20 
314' 63 



121 190 52 117 860 1,202 208 



09 

o 



205 
209 
160 
574 

228 
243 



131^ 16i! 234 



705 

209 
166 
255 
630 

259 
344 
257 

860 



2,769 
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Tabli v.— ages op PEESONS married, 1881. 





it 


AOKB or VOXIK. 


1 

■s 

1 

78 


AGES OF MEN. 
Under 20 


If 

3 

8 

.10 




3 
8 


a 
1 


s 

9 

1 

i 

15 
18 
7 
5 
7 
2 
2 


a 
9 


i 

2 

s 


3 

a 

a 
1 
1 

4 

2 

1 


i 

2 
s 

"' 

1 

2 

1 

I 


2 
8 

.. 


1 
s 




3161 591 
lU 385 

24; 107 

5 51 

6 IG 

i 

1 


102 
261 
181 
S3 
S9 
15 
3 
6 

a 




f 


1,024 






30 to 35 


67 
12 

23 
8 

» 


21 
30 
21 
7 
6 
4 


2 
2 
6 
B 
S 
1 
6 
2 
1 
1 


1 
1 

5 
3 
5 
2 


3U 




116 




7* 




87 


55 to 60 




2 


22 


6(1 to G5 




26 


65 to TO 








8 


13 


70 to 75 






































1 






























71 






_ 
12 


5 


3 




Whole No. Females. 


521 1184 


592 


203 


loe 


35 


17 


2,750 



p 


■ 


■ 


■ 


I 

rBS. 


■ 


I 


■ 


■ 


^^^^1 




T» 


BLI Vl.-lJKATa.S, 


1881 






1 


Arranged by Monthe, 


Sexes, 


and Divi 


lOTM 


of the Siate. 




HONTHS. 


SEX. 


1 

1 




lirV-l8IOP8 OF 


TUB 8TATB. 




1 

n 


_l_ 


1 


1 


! 


1 


J 


Bniiary ... 


M«le«... 


205 


13 





s 


6 


75 


85 


13 




Females. 


234 


8 


23 


7 


13 


74 


105 


6 




TohJ .. 


«9 


20 


31 


12 


18 


149 


190 


19 


Pebriuiry . ., 


Males. . . 


lor 


12 


10 


8 


9 


03 


82 


IS 




Pemalea. 


199 


6 


16 


2 


7 


78 


82 


8 




Total. . . 


396 


13 


26 


10 


16 


141 


164 


21 


larch 


Males, . . 


192 


9 


5 


9 


10 


68 


84 


7 




Females. 


209 


U 


■ 


7 


18 


00 


89 


18 




Tolal... 


401 


20 


a 


16 


28 


128 


173 


25 


\tff\\ 


Males... 


803 


10 


16 


3 


11 


60 


89 


15 




Females. 


214 


7 


12 


2 


9 


C3 


III 


10 




Tutal. . . 


4ir 


17 


87 


5 


20 


1S3 


200 


25 


lay 


Males. . . 


207 


3 


IS 


7 


10 


63 


100 


6 




Females. 


203 
410 


e 


12 


10 


12 


GO 


95 


" ^M 




I'olal. . . 





30 


17 


23 


123 


195 


l^^H 


sue 


Males. . . 


IGS 


8 


13 


3 


6 


53 


73 


°^H 




Females. 


182 


7 


13 


4 


6 


50 


80 


" ^H 




fotal. . . 


344 


16 


26 


7 


11 


109 


162 


14 ^H 


July 


Males... 


242 


8 


19 


10 


18 


80 


97 


10 ^m 




Females. 


192 


2 


12 


4 





64 


99 


° ^1 




Total. . . 


434 


10 


31 


14 


24 


144 


196 


15 ^M 


August 


Males. . . 


288 


IT 


23 


5 


14 


92 


122 


15 ^M 




Females. 


288 


11 


22 


5 


20 


117 


102 


" ^1 




Total. . . 


570 


28 


45 


10 


34 


209 


224 


26 ^H 


SeiiU'iiibec. . 


Ualcs. . . 


193 


13 


10 


3 


13 


70 


72 


12 ^m 




females. 


221 


8 


8 


4 


19 


87 


88 


' ^H 




Total. . . 


414 


31 


18 


7 


32 


157 


160 


19 ^M 


Ootohei-. . . . 


Mules. . . 


220 


12 





7 


9 


84 


89 


16 H 




Females. 


200 


5 


18 


4 


9 


69 


73 


22 ^M 




I'otal. . . 


420 


17 


27 


11 


18 


163 


162 


38 ^m 


November.. 


Males. . . 


168 


7 


H 


6 


6 


50 


73 


12 ^M 




females. 


206 


10 


21 


3 


9 


72 


80 


" ^1 




Total... 


374 


17 


36 


9 


16 


122 


163 


23 ^M 


I>eecniber... 


Males... 


184 


5 


23 


4 


9 


52 


81 


10 ^H 




Females 


201 


7 


9 


6 


6 


71 


85 


18 ^M 




Total. . . 


385 


12 


32 


9 


15 


123 


166 


28 ^ 


WHoleYear. 


Males... 


2.407 


116 


lfi8 


70 


121 


810 


1,047 


135 1 




females. 


2,649 


88 


171 


57 


132 


871 


1,098 


132 




Total... 


5,016 


204 


330 


127 


253 


1,681 


2,145 


207 


^^^^ ^^ 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1881. 
Shoivhiij Ihe nutnf/er of each Sex, in each Period of Life, in e 
Town and Dtvifion of Ihe Slate ; also the ratio of 
Deaths to Population. 



Barriiigtuu 

BHbU.I 

Wiim-ii 

BlllSTOL OOL'STV . .. 

Coventry 

East Greeiiwieli 

West Oreciiwicii , . . . . 

Warwick --- 

Kent (.'ountv 

Jaineatuivn 

LitLle CompUm 

Middletowii .■,. 

New Short'hiiin 

rortsmuiiLh 

TiveHuu 

Towns, Newpokt Uo, 

NEWl'OliT GiTV 



PumiTKHr. 1880. 



1,359 Mules.... 
iFi'Uiales. . 

6,028. Miilua.... 

iFi'iiiiilos. . 
4,00), Mules 

iFutiinica.. 
ll,394,Miiles.... 

,Fi-umk'S.. 



4,51 9i 

2,88r 

1,018: 

12,104; 

30,588' 

450 

i,ao3 

1,139 
1,203 

i,9Ty 

3,505 

S,48' 



Mules. . . . 

Femiilea. . 
Mules. . . , 
FemaleH., 

Fein ales. . 
Mules. . . . 
Fein ales. . 
Males. . . . 
Femuk'B. . 



Males.... 1.5-^ 
Females. 
Males....; 1.75 
Fcinalca. 

Males i 1.3:^ 

Fetnules. 
Mules. . . 
Fenutles. 
Males. . . 
Fetnules. 

Feniales, 

Males I 1.49 13? 

Feiiiuk'S. . I 



1.56 



1.59 



33 
116 26 



3 % 
8;.. 
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Tarle VII.— deaths, IRSI.—Ct.nliiniea. 



•* 

1 

1 


M 
■ 1 


5 ' ii 

f 1 
1 1 

S 2 


1 1 

1 1 
S 8 


i ' & \ s ^ s 

b felt t 1 s ^ 
1 1 1 1 !-1 1 1 
1 . 1 1 1 1 1 1 
3 S 8 !; S S K 
















"k 
1 

"2 
1 

3 

1 
.... 


1 
"3 


1 
2 

a 

2 

4 
5 

4 

2 

. 3 

2 


] 

1 

"3 
3 
4 
4 

2 

3 

.... 


1 
1 

1 
2 
2 
3 

1 

C 

.... 


i i 
3; 5 

3i 5 
2 

'J t 

ft 111 

1 
1 
3 2 


....i ll ■ 1 ......... 

G ; 4 11 4j 1 .... 

3 4 G C C, 

1 3 f. T 2 

2 2 2 4 3 

8 10 10 20, 8 1 ... 
5 7, 8 10 10, 

3 7 4 7 4 4,... 
2 1 4 3 7 4. .. 
1 4 3' 1 3 

4 3 14 2 1 .... 






........ 


1 

3 
3 

11 




■■■■r-\ .^ '■-, ■;•■ 


2 

5 

8 


It 


1 

3 
11 


7 4 
fi 5 
10 fi 
14 10 

1 

...' 1 
... ' 2 


5 C| r,' 10 a 1 1 

G 3 9 5 3, 3 1 
!) 17i 12 18 U: .'> 1 
12 8 14 14 12: f* 1 

... "i "'i'.'.'.'. .'.'.'. .'.'.'. .'.'.'. 

2 1 3 4 2 ... 

2.2 2 2 


] 


I 






1 


1 .... 


..., 1- 1 2',...! 




I 


i 






1 .... 


1 .... 2 1 1 ....' 2 










J 


1; 2 3| 1 1 


1 










2 1 


... 1'.... 2 4.... 1 










1 
1 
2 
1 

4 
3 




1 "2 
1 .... 

4' 6 
3: 8 


2 
"3 

4 
9 


"3 

"'s 


1 1 5'.... 1 C 1 1.... 

2 3 4 C 11 9 6 3 2 

3 C 7 2' 8 10 8 1 3 

12 4! 10 13' 10 10' 10 1 1 
i;i 8i 9, 13. 13, 14 131 2 1 




TWESTY-NINTn REOlSTRJiTIOK EEPORT. 

TuiLl Vir.— DEATHS, 1881.— Contlimed. 



n I ii 
ii SI 



Bnn-illvillo 

OraiiBtoi! 

Ciimborlaiid 

East Providence.. . 

Foster 

GhKiCBter 

Johnston 

Lincolti 

North Providence. 
North Sniithfield.. 

Piiwtiicket 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonaocket 

Towns, Pitov. Co. 

PnOVIItKNtKClTY. 

Charlcstowii . 

E.xeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 
South KingBtowii. 

Richmond 

Westerly 

Washinrton Co. . 



: Males 

Females. 

t Males. . . 
Femnlea. 

) Males. . . 
Females. 
5,056 Males. . . 



5,7U 



5,340 
»,445 



1,552 Mules... 

Females. 
2,250 Males... 

Females. 

Males. . . 

Females. 

Males. . . 

Females. 

Males. . . , 

Fe mules. 

Males. .. . 

Females. 
I Males. . . . 

Feaiales. 
i| Males. . . . 

'Females. 
3,085:Malc8..., 

Females. 
l(l,050JMales. ... 

'Females. 
93,017lMales. ... 

Females. 



5,765 
13,765 



1,4C7 



19,030 



3,810 



104,857 

1,117 
1,310 



5,114 
1,949 
6,104 



Males 

Feiimles. 

Males. . 

Females. 



Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Hales. . . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Feuiales. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
I Females. 
22,4951 Males... 
Females. 



1,681 
2,145 



232 


18 


18a 


68 


"i 


"i 


1 




4 


t 


6 


1 


i 


2 


i 


1 


! 


» 


4 




;i 




2 




1 


» 


2 




14 


11 


18 


a 



3* 
35 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1881.— Continued. 



1 > 

^. i . 


C> 


1 

• 

•O 


SS i 


1 


• 

S 


t 


i 


S 






mder i 
inder t 


a 


1 

a 
o 


S 1 i 
1 1 


a c 

a a 





§ 


1 

a 

9 





• 

1 




" 1 ** 

S 1 9 


s 


1 


1 




s 


•0 

S 




•0 

9 


•0 

S 9 


1 


1 


« ! i 


iO 


o 


lO 

V4 


S 


s 1 $ 


s 


S 


1 


S 


^ 


2 2 


2 
3 
3 


1 
1 

• • • . 


31 2 
1, 6 
2' 8 


... 4i 

2 3 
14! 10 


.... 

4 

12 


6 

1 
6 


3 4 

1 4 

10| 6 






2 1 






r 1 


• • ■ 


6 


/W . . . . 


3 


• • • 


1 


7 


7 13 


3 


8 


7 


10 


6 


3 


i; 2 


1 


1 


1 6 


5 4 


2 


4 


2 3 


• • . . 





^ • • a • • 


1 


1 


2! 6 


6' 7 


4 


5 


3 6 


1 


• # • V 


• • • 


2 


1 


• • • • 


2 3 


3 2 


4 


4 


3i .. 


• ■ 


• • • • 


• • • 


• • 


1 


1 


1 3 


2, 3 


3 


5 


6' 2 


• • • • 


• • • • 


1 






2 2 

! 1 

• • • • 1 A 


ll,... 
11 2 


1 
2 


2 
3 


3 

5 


1 

4 


• • • 

• • • 




i 
• • . , ... 


• • • • 






1 1 

/W . • • . 


1 


1, 1 
l! 1 


4 

1 


6 
4 


4 

. i . 


3 
4 


2 
2 




2 1 


.... ...^ 




1 

• • • 










1 

1 


ll 4 
3: 3 


7 
2 


3 
6 


• . . . 

2 


1 
3 


.... 




• • • • 


1 .... 


2 


• • tt • 


4 3 


6 2 


5 


7 


12: 11 


4 


6 


9 ... 


.... 


... 


4 8 


8 6 


9 


16 


Bi 7 


8 


9 


9; 7 


1 


1 


1, 1 


• » • * 


• • • • 


• • ■ 


• • 


1| • • . . 


• • • . 


• • 


1 1 

1 1 . • • 


... 
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Taiilic XI.— occupations AND ACES AT DEATH, I88I. 

Shtming the Amriiyv Age at Death in the several Occupulions. Provi- 
dence City being separated from the rest of the State, 
and ages under Iwenft/ being excluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



L AOBICULTrRE. 

Farmers 

FloriaU....- 

GardCDers. 



559 69.87 1 

72:36.00 
349 6' 



4 24.00 
052.00 



II. Professional 

AND Personal 

Services. 

Actov 

Architect 

Artist 

Barbers 

Civil Engineer. .... 

Clergymen 

Clerks and Sales men. 

Coachmcu 

Contractors 

Cooks 

Hostler 

Hotel-keeper. . . . 

Inspector 

Inventor 

Janitor 

Journalist 

Laborers 

Lawyers 

Naval Oflicer... .. 

Nurse , 

Photognipliers.. 

Physicians 

Policemen 

P. 0. Employe. , 

Saloon-keepers 

Stable-koepor. . . 



4 44.00 

9 79.00 . 



434.00 
1162.75 



!)'29.00 . 
5145.00 
9 39.00. 
7 47.00 
9 29.00 . 

1 49.591 

2 61.50 , 

1,41.00 



4 64.00 
6 53.00 

8 79."66 
4 36.75 : 
(1 60.00 

8 28."66 

i 48.26 

6.06 

3 53.06 
6,012 53.202: 



6163.00 . 
5i45.00 . 
638.00 
8;48.00 



296 
34 



44.00 
9.00 
64.00 
37.00 
34.00 
68.17 
34.26 
49.57 
571.66 

8 28.00 

9 29.00 

6 47.67 
9 39.00 

7 63.50 
9 29.00 
3 53.00 
3 51.35 
2 61.50 
140.85 

0.00 

8 59.00 

16.37 
13.00 

5 45.00 

9 39.1^ 

6 42.00 



iSl-l OCCUPATIONS AND A0E8 AT DBATH. 

TiBM XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1881.— Continned. 




II 



F.tll. Tba.de and 
[ Tbanbpobtation. 

Agents 

" Insurance .. 
{C-mastor. 
{anker 

Bar-tenders 

Book-keepers 

Book -seller 

Brakemeu.. 

Brokers 

BatcberB 

Car and Stage Dri- 

vera 

ihier (Bank, &c.) 
Jommercial Travel- 
lers 

jOondiictors 

Dealers in Clothing. 

" Coal 

' Junk 

" Lumber 

' Provisions.. 

' Shoos 

" Wool Waste 
Expressman 
HPiauernien and Oye- 

' termen 

"Grocers. 

Hackman 

Liquor Dealer 

Hariners 

Unrketman. . 
Uerchauts. , , 

Milkman 

Peddlers 



-I » , 

i II 



W\25.0* 
76,76.01 
C8 34.01 
6I3i-17.ll 

7878.01 
90:.3O.0( 



7839.0 
100150.0 
4343.0 

2a;26,o 



33 3: 



8.00 . . 
7.00' . . 
6.50 . . . 




134 62.00 
384 64.00 

40140.00 . 

71 71.00 
157139.25 

70 70.00 
62757.00 

""88I44. 66 



333,00 
6 5C.OO 

OCO,00 
0G4.5O 



3 73.00 

9 ao.oo 



9 39.00 
7 59.00 
2 54.00 



7 77.00 
61.05 
50.00 



85 42.5 
129 64.6 



642 64.30 
203 '73. 25 
58 39.00 
76 70.00 
98 33.66 
811 45.05 
78 78.00 
119 29.75 
363 60.50 
350 59.83 j 

49 49.00 I 
83 83.00 

78 39.00 
Iffl) 50.00 
43 43.00 
25 25.00 
33 33.00 
68168.00 
II4I57.OO 
II3I56.5O 
5555.00 
57:57.00 

365 60.83 
772164.38 

140.00 \ 
182 60.67 : 
760 50.6r 
147 73.50 
1,78759.57 
5050.00 
296 59.20 



lIIOH rbpobt. 



E XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1881— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Porters 

Teamatcra 

Traders and Dealers, 



IV.Mancfai-'TUREB, 
Mechanical and 

MlNINO lNDf3- 
TKIBS. 

Bakers 

BlucksraithH 

Bltiachor 

Boilcr-maker 

Boot and Shoo-uiak- 

Box-miikcr 
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Table XL— IIKCAPITULATION BY CLASSES. 



O0CUPATIOS3. 



L AOBICULTURK. 
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AND Personal 
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All Classes. . . 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1881. 



I There were recorded in tho Stute of Rhode Island during the year 
T81, six thousand seven hundred aud sixty-one ('l,7(il) Iiirths; two 
lousund seven hundred and fifty (a, 750) marriiigcs; and five thoUB- 
nd uud sixtevn (5,UI6) dcitthd. 

Taiii.e XIII. 

■nliirg the iji-neral resiiUa of Jiegistrntioit in the Slate, during 
each of the last ttoeuty-eiyht years. 
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g tho period of twenty-eight years, there were recorded 141,- 
18, of which number 5,349 wore still-born, and 135,902 were 
; children. 

iDnring the enme period, there were recorded 57,603 iniirriuges, or 

6,30C persons married, and 04,250 deaths. 
1 the next jiagc the usual table is given, showing a comiiuriaon of 

B births, mm-riiigca and dunths, with thu jiopulution, in each town 
^ the Stute, for tho year 1S61. 



^ ^ TWBNTY-NIKTH RR018TRAT10N BBPOBT. [t 

■^ Tablk XIV. 

BIRTHS, MAttKlAGES AND DKATIIS IN RHODE ISLAl 
IN 1881, COMPARED WITU TUE POPULATION 
BY THE CENSUS OF 1880. 
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tel.j RBBCI.T6 AND OB8KSVATTON8. 

I Tho genenil resiiIU of registration in Rhode Island dining In- 
■gilt years, oa aliown in Table XIII, give tlio pro|inrt.iiiiiH <>f I 
BrtliB to persons married imd to ilccedeiiLs, an follows: 



i The samD reanlta show, t.liat in Die whole niimhcr of births, one in 
jtery 26.4 was still born, or 03.78 still born in eiicli 100 births; »tid 
"rat for every still born child thei* were 25,4 living children, and for 
nery death, not including tho still born, there were lAi living 
irths. 
Comparing the results of registration in 1881, as shown in Table 
Km, it will be seen tbut the whole number of births was 4G6 more 
man in the previotia year, and 47 more than in 1878, which had pre- 

laly shown tho largest i-etunis of births on record. 

, It will also Ite seen that the nnmber of marriages and deaths have 

krgely increased during tho last two years, the number of inarriiiges 

though differing from that of 1880 by only 10, reached the 

_ttirabor of 120 more thun in any preceding year. Tho number of 

dcBths esccedcd that of 1880 by 120, and that of 1870 by 544. 

In Table XIV may be found the number of each of tho evcuts of 

birth, marriage and death, in eitch of the several towns and cities in 

Jhe State, and the proportion of the nnnibor of each of the aume events, 

t> the population in cnch of the towns, by the census of 1880. 

Tabic XIV presents the same renuirkable differences in tho propor- 

Bons to the population of those events in the illffcront lowiis, )ia hiive 

1 ohaervod in previous reports. 



' The largest ratio of births oceuriug in any town during 1881, was 
1 the town of Lincoln, in which town there was recorded one birth 
B every 31.87 of the Inhabitauta according to the census of 1880. 
, The smallest projinrtion of births to population, was in the town 
] Little Compton, in which town hut one birth was recorded as 
^inst every 13.3.55 of tho population. 
I In tho ease of Lincoln there were more than 3 births in each 100 of 
tbe inhabitants, or more than three per cent.; while in Little Comp- 
ton there was only the proportion of less than three-fourths of one 
birth to each 100 [lersons, or loss than three-fourths of one per cent. 
Tho ratio in Lincoln being more than four times larger than that in 
Little Oompton. 

Following closely the town of Lincoln in tlie order of largest ratio 
-.of births to iiojinlutiou, arc West Greenwich, one in every 32.84; 
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Woonaocket, one in t-vory 36.39: Pawtiickct. one in evpi-y 3C.6IJ; 
Cumberland, one in every 37.44; and Providence one in every 37.47. 

Ill the order of exceptionally anidll proportion of hirths to pojinla- 
tioii, following Little Compton, are Barriugtou, ono in every 104.54 
persons; Foster, on.e in every 103.43; Westerly, one in every 101.73. 

The proportions of the several counties, the tuwna of Providence 
and Newport connties, the cities of Providence nnd Newport anil the 
whole State, are as follows: 



KcnlCoiintj'. . 

.Ntw|ior[ Coimly, Towns . 

Newport aix 

NB»[mrl Coiiny - 

ProVidencfl Conntr, Tnwm 
ProvldBPM Clly ... .. . 



E lilrtli 111 evury tT.W ot Ihv popnlalkHi. 
II' birtb In Kymj M.» of Ihc popntaUni. 
e Unit III every H.W or the imnnlaUi 
I' Mrlh in every 44.97 ot the popiiliUi 
e hlnli In every 4T.88 nf Ibe popnlsMi 
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n lilrih In every 87.47 o( Ihe popnlnlli 
.hirlli tneveryU.lfof Uie popuUitloD. 
r liirlb In every tCIJtS of the popnlaliou, 
■ lilnli In every 40.900/ the pD)Hiliitli 



It has lieen rcniiirked in previous annual rejMjrta on i-egistnition in 
Rhode Island, that the proportion of persons married in the different 
towns, to the jjopulation of the towns in which the marriages oc- 
enrod, was much more variable than that of either births or deaths. 

The ci re uni stances that contribute to such results are so various, 
and so continuous from year to year, as to make the reiiort of the per- 
centages ot the different towns, and especially the smaller towns, of 
but little practical value as indicative of the proclivity to matrimuniul 
ventures of the resident citizens. But aggi-egated in counties, the 
statistics of marriage fnrniBh sufficiently reliable data for determining 
the prn)x)rtion to population with (|uit« approximate exactness. 

The ratio of persons married during the year 1881, to the popnU- 
tiou in each of the several counties by the census of 18S0, was as 
follows: 

Briatol CODDty. One peraon marrlud In every 4T.0B ot the popnlaUm. 

Kent County Onv pcrinn initrHed In every 54.11 oT Ihe popDlnlkni. 

NewportCounly. One pereon miirrled In every TO.SItot tbe populillon. 

Providence Connty , One pcreon uisrrled In every 4T.Saof the popdlntlMu 

Wiublnelnn Connty ..One iwreon marrlcil in every M.CTnf Uie popuiallon. 

For the jinrpose of showing the difterenco between the aggregates 
of some of the country towns and the cities of Providence and New- 
jKirt, the following summary is presented: 
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rrovldcncc Count; ...One ]>cnou uioitImI In i:tvrv M 

dtir ,. . . One pcnon narrinl In over; iS 

Newport Conn ij Onepereon nurrled incwf)' 81 

tmponCiti One pcnon miinird In FVErirtr; 



>r lltr iHipulnilon. 
jf t)w populalloD. 



In the whole State, the ])r(Jimrtio[i v 
1.28 of tho popiihition. 
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The dt^ath rates in tiio ililTereiit towna show very roimMenihlc vai 
tionx as usual. 

The town of Coventry lends in the iiucnviiible distinction of ehoi 
jug the highest death rate of any town in tho State, during the year I 
IS81, that is, one, death in every 41.84 of the inhabitants. 

The lowest death rate, according to tho returns, wiia in the towa | 
E Westerly, nsimely, one death in every 145.33 of the popnlatiou. 

It may very i-easonaMy be questioned, if the returns of deaths 
Festerly during 1881 arc not needlessly defective. It seems hai'dly J 
rrobublo that the neighboring town of Hopkinton should have a per- 

intage of mortality nearly three times as large. 

The same remark may I)e made in regard to the returns of the 
own of North Providence, with a deatli rate of one in every 133.36 
Mhe inhnbitauls, while the surrounding towns report a i>ercentage 
r mortality vei^ mncb greater. 

It is to Im t-uken into consideration that any town having a smnll 
irth rate will also have a small death mto, for the reason tiiat raor- 
jlity foils very largely on tho periods of infancy and early childhood, 
nd it is donbtlosa true that Westerly has a really smaller birth rate 
n a number of other towns in the State, but it may be surmised 
bat incomplete returns of deaths may also have the counterpart of i 
icomplete returns of births. 

The same cannot be said of North Providence, however, that town i 
sporting about an avemgo birth rate, and a very low rate of nior- 
iJitj. 

It is to be admitted, that very gieat diBcrenees in the number of 
irtbs and deaths iu any town may and do, though somewhat infre- 
neutly, occur in different years, but when any town, having a com- 

lot and variable or heterogeneous population, in whole or in part, 

turns in any year a rate of mortality of less than one, or oven one 
Qd two-tenth-s per cent., it suggests a strong suspicion that the reg- 
liration was incomplete. 

The largest mortality in jiroportion to population, was reported 
1 the town of Coventry, that is one death in eveiy 41.84 ]>ersons, 
.39 per cent., or about 24 deaths in eacli thonsand of the inhab- 



TIlis town, ill 1881, illUBtrateil the great diSercucc Uint niiij- oc- 
cur ill one yeiu' as agaiiiBt or vMi another. During the ye-ar 1879 
the pi'oportioii of deaths was about 14 in each thnueaiid, and in 1880, 
about 13.5 in each thousand of the population. 

Following Coventry, in the report of a high death rate, are Lin- 
coln, one in every 43.28 persons, or about 23 deaths in each thousand; 
Gloceeter, nearly 23 in each thousand; and Foster, more than 20,5 in 
each tlioiisaud of the population. 

The rate of mortality in each of the four towns above moiitioned, 
excouds that of Providence city, which was rather less than 20.S 
in each thousand of the population by the census of 1880, and when 
the increased iiopnlatton of Providence city ie considered, the rate 
cannot have been at the largest estimate, above 20 decedents in each 
thousand, while tlic other towns, with the exception of Lincoln, have 
had but small increase of population since 1880. 

Below may bo found a summary of the ratios of mortality in the 
cities and larger divisions of the State, and the whole State. 
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The following summary will present, in a condensed form, the pro- 
l>ortional results of registmtion in the different cities and counties 
dniing 1881: 
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^^ III order tluit the different events of liirtliB, marriages iind deaths 1 
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h of the three 
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The uiimber of births recorded in tlio State o( Rliodo Island during 
the year 1S81, as heretofore observed, was larger than in any year dur- 
ing the osiatcoce of the State. Hat although the mitiibei' was larger, 
the proportion to the population was considerably smaller than in 
several of tiie previous years, and jMirticularly in 1872, as shown in 
the above Table. 

The ]iroportton during 1881 was about 24.5 births in each 1,000 of 
the population by the census of 1880; the pro]>ortion during 1872 
was about 38.2 births ia each 1,000 of the population by the censns 
of 1870. 

Making two periods, of five years each, of the last ten years, it will 
be found that the pro]iortion of births to population v/aa about 26, 
aniinally, in each thousand iMsrsons, in the first series, and about 24, 
anuually, in each tliousand, in the lust series of five years. 

Each of these periods coninienccs two years after a State enumera- 
tion of the population, and may therefore fairly represent the differ- 
ence in the relative proportions of births to population, in each p^oflj 
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The proportion to the population of persons married during the 
two periods was, as compared together, similar to that of births. 

During the first period the proportion was about 20.5 persons mar- 
ried annually, in each thousand persons, and during the second period 
about 18.3 persons married annually, in each thousand. 

The proportion of deaths to population, during each of the same 
periods, was as follows: First period, 17.7 decedents annually in each 
thousand persons; Second period, 17.2 decedents annually in each 
thousand persons. 
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BIRTHS, 1881. 



The general statistics of births in Rhode Iflland dnriog the year 
ISl, derived from the rotunis sent to this oSice, may bo fatiad on 
iges 2 to 6 inclusive, in Tables I, II and III. 

The whole number reported is 6,761, and, as before stuted, is 4C6 
lore thim that of 1880. 

8RX OF THE CHILDKEN BORS. 

Of the 6,761 children whose births were reported in 1881, there 
rere 3,498 mules and 3,263 females. This gives 107.2 mnlea to eacli 
00 fcmules, or 61.73 males and 48.27 females in each 100 children. 

The following recapitulatory Table almws the numbers and sex, and 
be proportions of each sex of the c^bihlren born in Rhode Island, 
acb of the last twenty-eight years: 

Table XVII. 




Tho number of male children boru iu Rhode Island, during 1881, 
according to tbo returns, waa larger by 357 than that of 18ti0, aud 
larger by 9 "3 than iu any previous year. 

The number of female children whoso births were recorded in the 
State, during the year 1881, was larger by 309 than that recorded 
during 1880, and larger than iu iiuy previous year, with the exception 
of 1878, during which year the recorded number of female childrui 
born was larger by 49 than in 1881. 



PliOPORTION OF THE SEXES. 



e or less ■ 



The proportion of each sex to the whole number varies more or It 
every year, as might reasonably be expected. 

In Table II, on pages four and five, may be foand the number of 
tho children burn in the different divisions uf the 8t»te during the 
year, and in the several months of the year, with the number of each 
sex respectively. 

The following Table will present, in a more concise manner, the 
whole number of children of each sex, and of both sexes, in each 
division, whose births were recorded during 1881, and also the numbei 
of males to each 100 females in the SJime. 



Table XVIII, 
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A very considerable variation will be noticed iu the above Table, in 

the proportion of the sexes in the different localities. While in Bristol 
county there were only 91.2 males, to each 100 females, whose births 
were recorded during 1881, there were in Washington county 116.7 
males to each 100 females. This extreme difference for 1881 is, 
however, very much smaller than that of several previoas years. 
This subject will be further considered, when the differences during a 
period of nineteen years are presented, on another page. 

The number of male children born in Rhode Isl.ind has always boon 
larger, in every year, than the uumber of female children. 
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I Tiible XVII sliowa tlie viirviiig proportions ilciriiif; twetil.y-ciglit 
It will be soen, in tliiit Tiiblu, thiit tlie excoaa of timlo births 

8 very small in several of tlie given years, varying from 100.3 males 
|rio each 100 females, in 11^64, to ll'i.S males to each 100 fomalee in 
1665. 

In 1881 the male births were in excess in every county except 
Bristol, vhich ustiully has tho largest proportion of male births of 
any oouiity in the State. 

It will be seen, in Table XVIII, that in Newport city the proportions 
of the sexes were almost e.xactly alike. In 1880 the proportion waa 
105. f! males to each 100 femulca. The differences in Newport county 
towns of the ]iro|iortions of the sexes horn, (hiring the two years 

ipectively, show how large the variations sometimes are from year 

year. 

In IdSO, in Newport county towns, the births were 137.3 males to 

rh 100 femnU-s; or 57.86 males and 42.14 females in each 100 
children born. 

In 1881, in the same towns, the births were 105.3 males to each 100 
females; or 51.28 mules and 48.73 females in each 100 children horn. 

The following summary will show the proportions of the sexes born 
inring 1881, in several of tlie larger towns in the State: 
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In the city of Providence, the State outside the city of Providence, 
u)d the whole State, the proportions were as follows: 



e following Table shows the rebitive proportions of tho sexes, in 
ich of the last nineteen yuiirs, iu each ut the larger divisions of the 
lat«, and in the whole State: 
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The varying proportion of tlie sexes of the children born in the 
different localities or diTiBioiis of the State, in different years, is very ! 
clearly shown in the aliove Table. Thus, Bristol county, which has 

^ of any division of the State, during the eighteen years previous to 
K 1881, fell behind every other division in that proportion in 1881. 
H The proportion of 91.2 males to each 100 females, in Bristol county, 

^1 other division of the State, in any year during the last eighteen, 
H During the five years previous to 1881, this county reported an 
H average proportion of 128.6 mwles to each 100 females. 

^M portions of male births to female births, than reported from Bristol 
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J,7 males to eacli 100 females; and in Wasliington coiiiitj, 
1865, 88.1 males, and in 1878, the extremely low and minimum pro- 
portioD of all divisions and jears, that is, 78. 8 males to each 100 
females. 

BIKTHS: SEX AND SEASON. 

In Table II, on page 4, will be fomul the number o( birtlisTaa they 
occurred in the different divisions of the State, during the year 1881, 
Arranged by the several mouths, and hy the seies. From it we 
ssoertain the nnmljcr of each of the sexes born during each quarter 
of the year, with their relative proportions, and also the aggregates 
aad proportions of the same for the whole State. 

The following Table will present a summary of the quarterly periods, 
nnmber of births and proportion of the sexea, fur the same: 
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The following Table shows the number of male children born, to 
I each 100 female children, in each quarter of the last six years, and 
I also the proportion of births uf male children, to each 100 female 
lehildren bc^n, during two periods of five years each, from 1806 to 
|;1875 inclusive: 

Table XX. 





^H TBABS. 


UBl. 


USD. 


IBT9. 


UTS. 


ion. 


isrn. 


APSi^ 


i^lS^. 




IIM 
100J> 

lOT.B 
1DS.B 


109.7 
I8.t 
108.* 


io<.e 

104.1 
I1I.4 


iM.a 

lOS.S 
tOS-D 


10T.9 
108.1 

104.1 

108.0 


lOS.T 
I0».» 

110.4 


104,1 
104.8 

1W.« 


100.T 


MQMrtM 


ifrr.8 


■CC:::.:::: 




W— 




».. 


m. 


.»,. 


108.1 


■». 



It will be seen, by the preceding Table, that the proportion of the 
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sexes follows no miiform rule in tLe difft-rent qnnrtera of the year, 
liaixily any two quarterly {leriods shfiwiiig precisely tbe SBme propor- 
tions (luring a peri<Ml of many yeiirs. 

During the period of five years from 1871 to 1875 inclusive, the 
average proportion of mules born, in the first qnarter of etrnh year, 
ivfis 101.5 to each 100 female births, while in 1881 the proportion was 
II3.4 male to each 100 female births. 

TLe proportion of sexes of the children born in the first quarter of 
1881, shows a larger difference than in any previous year during tbe 
whole period of registration. 

The total average of the several quarters of the year 1881, that is, 
107.2 mule to each 100 female births, is also larger in the proportion 
of male births than the average of twenty-eight years. 

Tbe following siimnmry will show the number and sex of tbe chil- 
dren born in the State, in each quarter of tbe year, and also the 
proportions of the sexes iu each quarter, in the aggregate of a )^riod 
of twenty years next preceding 1880 
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It will be seen that the greatest average difference between the 
numbers of the sexes boi'n, in the different quarters, is between the 
third quarter; and the second and fourth, which are alike. This 
difference of 104.3 males to each 100 females, iu the third quarter, or 
about 1.7 per cent, of mates in excess of females in each 100 children 
born of both sexes, compared with the largest average of any quarter, 
that is, 106.4 males to each 100 females, or about 2.7 per cent, of males 
in excess of females, is not strongly confirmatory of a belief that 
8CIISOU has any largely decided influence in (he causation of sex. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON. 

Whether some months in tbe year are, in the long run, moi-e pro- 
lific in the number of children bom, in Rhode Island, than other 
months, has apparently an affirmative answer in the results of twenty- 
eight years' registration. The affirmative seems, however, to he more 
true in regard to country than to city life, as will be shown on onotlrtr 
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ige, and tlie difference lias Iieon (luostioueil, as to the matter of fact, 
luggcetioa tbitt iacomplete registration may account for that J 
difference. 

Adtnittiug tliat more births, occurring in the first half of the year^ ] 
would fail of being reported to the canvasser tiian of those occurring | 
BD the Inst half, it is hardly probable that the unniber unreported I 
Would make up the entire difference in the results. 

The following Table shows the total number of tibildren born in 

I'ihe State of Rhode Island, according to the returns, in each quarter 

KPf ^iu:h of the last eight years; aud also the aggregate uiimbcr and the 

lercentages of the aggregate iu eacli quarter of the last twenty-eight 

jars, from 1354 to 1881 inclusive: 
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The average order of the occurrence of births iu Rhode Island, : 
) different quarf^ors of the year, during a period of twenty-eight j 
iars, as will he seen by tiie above Table, running from the amalleat I 
B the largest number, has been as follows, viz. : second, first, third, 4 
fourth. The returns for 1881 do not show exactly the same result, | 
I first quarter having the smallost number. But the year 1881 1 
follows the ni)e of the long period in returning a considerably smaller J 
numlier during the first than during the lust half of tlie year, the 1 
difference being greater than in 1880, in which year the proportions 
|,<tood 47.7 of the whole number during the first half, and 53.3 during 
e last half, as against 47.3 in the first and 53.7 in the last half of 
881, and the average of 47.2 during the first, and 53,8 during the 
Mt half of the yeara composing the long jieriod. 
It has been mentioned, in previous reports, that in the city of I 
|*I"o»idenco, where the events of birth are collected semi-annually, 
li>£ difference in the number between the first aud last halves of the 
\-e«r is much loss, and that fact suggests the probability of incomplete 
collection of the occurrences of birth in localities where the collection 




is deferred to tho coinnieiicemeiit of the following year; but with tbo 
admission of that probability there ia, as provionaly remarked, eridence 
of a larger birth nite iu the last half of each year. 

The following suramary will show the percontnges of births in the 
whole State nf tht- different niiarters and of each half of the year 
.1881; 

JanMrr— Mnrcli ».7 pet rent, of whole number. 1 

. „ , iFlnthBir «.SpMC(iiI. 

April— Juno S4.6per cent ot whole nnmbw. I 

Jnly-Supleniber K.B per cm[, o( whole iiimilwr. 1 

)■ 8«»inl h»l(. .S3.7PMM1II. 
October— December sa.9 per coot, or wbolc number, t 



PARENTAGE. 

By reference to Tuble I., page 2, in the division of births, there 
will be found the parentage of the ehildreu born in Rhode IfllauJ 
during the year 1881. It will bo seen that of the whole unniber — 
6,761 — there were 2,S59 of American parentage, 2,798 foreign, au(E 
1,10+ of mixed parentage. 

The following Table will show the parentage of the children boro 
in the State, and the variations of the same from year to year, ia 
each of the last five yeai's, and also the number and variatious oconra 
ring in four periods of live years each, from 1858 to 1877 inclusive: 
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The following Table of percentages may be preferred, as showing 
in a different, and perhaps clearer way, the changes that have occurred 
in the proportions of the births in the different classes of parentage 
during the last six years, and during twenty years from 1858 to 1871 
inclusive, iu four ec|ual periods: 
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Table XXIII. 
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PARENTAGE. 



1881. 1880. ; 1879. 



1878. I 1877. 



American fath. and mo. 42.89 43.55 48.57 43.00 42.74 



Foreign fatb. and mo. . . 
Am. fatli. and For. mo. 



41.381 40.60' 40.53 42.82' 42.38 



5 years. ' 5 years. 
1876. 1878 to 1868 to 
I 1877. 1872. 



7.29 



For. fath. and Am. mo. 9.04 



Total. 



6.62 6.96! 6.351 6.67 



9.23 8.94 



7.83 a21 



100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 



40.81 

45.40 

5.59 

8.17 



42.55 

44.35 

5.84 

7.26 



I 



44.17 

44.72 

4.89 

6.22 



100.00 100.00 ; 100.00 



5 years. 

1863 to 

1867. 



45.18 

46.37 

4.07 

4.38 



5 years. 

1858 to 

1862. 



48.50 

44.83 

3.72 

3.45 



100.00 100.00 



The preceding Tables, XXII and XXIII, are interesting as showing 
the movements of population in Rhode Island, in the two larger gen- 
eral classes, in the results of nearly a quarter of a century of annual 
birth records. 

It will be seen that in the first period of five years, 1858 to 186'^ 
inclusive, the number of children born of purely American parent- 
age was 48.5 per cent, of the whole number, and of children born of 
American fathers the percentage w^as 52.2 of tlie whole number. 

In contrast with these figures, the percentage of births of purely 
foreign parentage was 44.3 per cent, of the whole, and of children 
born of iovQ\gii fathers the percentage was 47.8 of the whole number. 

The percentage of children of American fathers and foreign 
mothers was during that period about 3.7 per cent, of all, and the 
children of foreign fathers and American mothers 3.5 per cent, of 
all. 

In continuation of the comparisons of the proportional birth rates 
of the different classes the following Table will be of manifest assist- 
ance: 

Table XXIV. 
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TWENTY-NINTH REQISTRATIOK RBPOET. 

Tlio uliove Table shows the proportional iwrcentagcs of diildirn 
bom of Atnericiiii and of foreign fathers, luul of American nnd fureigii 
mothers, iu each of the last his years, and in each of four periods, of 
five yeare each, from 186^ to 1881 inclusive. 

It will be seen that the proportion of children of American fathers 
in the first period of live years, 1858 to 1803 inclusive, was 52.S in 
each 100 children born, the proporlion then gradually declined, until 
in the fourtli period, from 1873 to 1877 inclusive, the proportion was 
48.4 in each 100 birtlis, and in the single year 1876 only 46.4 in each 
100 births, Tiie proportions since 1870 havo increased, with slight 
variations, from yeai- to year, to an average of about 50.4 of American 
fathers in each 100 children born, or u difference of about four in 
each one hundred. 

Of American mutiicrs, the proportion of children born has been 
less fluctuating than of American fathers. 

During the first iwriod of five years fi-om 1858 to 18112 inclusive, 
the average annual proportion was 51.9 in each 100 births, running 
down to 40.0 in each 100 in 1376, und then rising with sligiit varia- 
tions to about 53.8 in 1880, nnd 51.3 in each 100 births in 1881. 

Of foreign fathers, tlie proportions of children born, have varied from 
an average of47.8 in each lOOdtiring the ixiriod of five years 1858 to 1862 
inclusive, to the musimuni of 63.0 in the year 1876, and with varying 
proportions one year with another, to 50.4 in each 100 bicths in 1881. 

Of foreign mothers, the proportions of children born, in the dif- 
ferent years, and different jieriods of years, were leas variable than of 
foreign fatfiers. In the aggregate of twenty years from 1858 to 
1877, the average annual proportion was 46.8 in each 100 births, and 
varying in no year more than three per cent, from that of any other. 
Since 1877 the greatest difference was between the year 1879, with 49.5 
jKjr cent, of the whole number of births, and 1880, with 47.2 per cent. : 
that is a difference of 2.3 per cent, of the whole nnmber of births of 
that class in each year. 

It will be noticed that the greatest variation of projiortion of 
births, of any class of sex of parents, was in tho class of foreign 
fathei-s, or 5.8 in otch 100 children born of that class. 

It will he pai'ticularly noticed in Table XXIII, that during the 
period of twenty-four years, from 1858 to 1881 inclusive, the greatest 
changes have occurred in the classes of mixed parentage, that is, of 
of American father and foreign mother, and " vice versa." 

The coalescence by matrimony of representatives of different nation- 
alities, on Rhode Island soil, is very definitely presented in the Table, ' 
showing increased percentage of children born of mixed parentage. 

During the first period of five years, from 1858 to 1862 inclusive, 
the proportion of children born of American fatlicr and foreign, i 
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B>itlotlier was about 3.7 in t'licli 100 births. Tlie pernentiige hua , 

gradually increased fi-om year to year with vor)- little variation, and 1 

ill 1881 the proportion was abont 7.3 in each 100 births, or nearly I 

twice OS large. I 

»In the class of foreign father and American mother, it wilt be J 

en that, during the same lirat jieriod of five years, the proportion of I 

ildreu born was about 3.4 in ctich 100 births, also gradually iucreas- j 

g without great variation to the year 1880, when it was 8.2; and I 

i81| when it was 9.0 in each 100 births, or nearly three times as J 
... 

PAEENTAQK. PBOPOKTION TO POPrLATlON, 1881. 1 

It will doubllesB be of interest to compare the number of births in ! 

the different classes of parentage, with the population of the same, i 
It will he seen, in Table XXIV, thut of the whole number of births 
1 1881 there was the proportion of 49.58 iier cent, of American 

, and 50.42 per cent, of foreign fathers. Now let us see how J 

nose proportions agree with the po|)ulations of the same classes I 

tei)ectivoly. 1 
LAceording to the United States census of 1880, the poinilatiou of 
jltode Island by pai'cittage was as follows: 

rs ot Amcrlmi pcnnUgc 139,117, or SOJIl percvnt. 

n of (orolgn pitcBlagu 1OT,*H, or 49,0fl per cenl. 

>lllllatlnti or Auieclcui tntticrB. 1880. SOJI pCTCtnt. ' 

lildceo iMm of Animcin rmhen, IBSl M.Agpcr ceiit. ' 

mionof popiiJnlLon of foreign parcnUge by tslhcrs, 1S80 lS.tS per aeot. i 

m Df dilldrvn bom of foreign porvotagH bjr fallien, IBBI W-ttpneoK, ] 

It will lio seen that in 1861 the percentage of children born of i 

Amprican fathers was less than the percfntugo of American fathers to j 

t/»e whole popnlution of the State, and that the percentage of children 

bora of foreign fathers was larger tiian the iwrcentage of foreign 

ft*thcT& to Che whole population. | 

These facts are in accordance with the rule uf all the years, with 
ics^rcely an exception, during which such comparisons could he made. I 

J^ut, unless the immigration of foreign born males, or of males of 
»«*ejgn jiarentagc should continue largely, the tables will in a short 
^r-iod be turned, beconse the grandchildren of the foreign born, 
^ hofie fathers were born on American soil, will bo enumerated as of 
Mis^rican parentage. And it should be remembered that a very 
■>K&sidorable number of those enumerated as American fathers, becaase J 



Ijnm on American soil, tin? the sons of parents born on a forciji^n soil. 
and tlioir children, although classed as of Amcnuan nativity, are 
really of foreign jiarentago by consangiiiuity. 

Reckoning the parentage by the fathers, there were several towns 
in Providtinee comity, in which the number of chrldrcn born in 1881, 
of foreign parentage, was largely in excess of those of native paren- 
tage, as will be seen by referring to Table I, pages 2 and 3, and also 
as follows: 

NlUre. Foreign . 

BoiTlllTille U ,..-.... as 

<;uiBbeilM)d H Ill 

LineoiD 110 an 

Worth SmlUilleia. 15 a 

WoonBOcket, M SW 

COLORED CHtLDREN. 



Tlie number of births of colorod children are always included in 
the general statistics of births, and therefore have a place in the 
preceding tables. For various reasons they have soparate considera- 
tion. The number reported in 1861 was 192, which is considerably 
larger than in any 'preceding year. The number returned in 1879 
was 1S9; and in 1880 the number was 140; or 52 leas than in 1881. 

With reference to sex, the numbers and proportions were as follows: 
males, 101; females, 91; or 52.6 males, and 47.4 females in each 100 
colored-children born; or 111.0 males to each 100 females. 

The proportions of the sexes of the colored children, born in 
different years in Rhode Island, have been singularly changoablo, ■ 
the following summary will show: 



eabiB, SB. ■ 



: I1S.& males to etr-l 



Perhaps if the number from year to year had been ten or fiftecnaH 
times larger, the disproportions would have been lees, ae the sexes oflV 
white children born have varied considerably, one year with another r^ 
where snialler numbers were reiwrted, as in the smaller population^-* 
For instance: 
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1880. 

Whole 
Mo. Males. Females. The proportion of 

Barrington 17 10 7, or 143.0 males to each 100 females. 

Bristol 181 106 7R, or 141.8 males to each 100 females. 

WarrexL 80 84 46, or 78.9males to each 100 females. 

1881. 

Whole 
No. Males. Females. The proportion of 

Barrington 18 4 9, or 44.4 males to each 100 females. 

Bristol 147 67 80, or 88.7 males to each 100 females. 

Warren 79 48 86, or 180.0 males to each 100 females. 

NUMBER OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHER. 

The number and proportion of births to population, as shown in the 
preceding statistics, and the capacity of the mothers for continuous 
child bearing, as will be shown in the following statistics, give some 
knowledge of the physical vigor (and perhaps the moral sentiments) 
of any pe6ple. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the mother; 
that is, how many of the children born were reported as the first, 
second, third, &c., of their respective mothers. The statistics on 
this subject begin with the year 1857, and the following Table includes 
the children reported in 1880 and in 1881, and also the total for 
twenty-five years, 1857 to 1881 inclusive: 
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[1881. 



Table XXV. 



Number of thb Child of tub Mothxb. 



First... 
Second. 



Third 



Fonrth. 



Fifth. 



Sixth... 

Seventh, 

Eighth. 



Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth . . . 
Fifteenth . . . . 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth.. . 

Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-firet. . . . 
Twenty.aecond. 



Total. 




25 yearf . 

1857-1861. 



81.785 

26,110 

20,468 

15,423 

11,491 

8,880 

5.887 

3,996 

2,624 

1,711 

984 

602 

808 

151 

91 

49 

29 

8 

5 

3 

8 

2 

129,960 



The above total of twenty-five years, does not give the whole num- 
ber of children born in Rhode Island during those years, because 
there are some returns of births every year, in which the number of 
the child of the mother is not given. But such occurrences are much 
less frequent than formerly, and make now a very insignificant pro- 
portion. 

There having been a considerably larger number of births reported 
in 1881 than in the previous year, it would be expected that there was 
also a larger number in each of the classes of number of child of the 
mother in the same year, and such is the rule, but two noticeable 
exceptions are found; first, in the class of the eleventh child, in 
which there were only about two-thirds as many in 1881 as in the 
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F preceding year; and, bocoikHj, iu Hie class of the fuiirteeutli child, 
in which there were less than half as many as in the previous year. 

The proportion of eaeh class tu the whole number will be better 
Bhown by the following Table, which gives the percentage of the 
children born, in each of the lust seven years, who were respectively 
tlie first, second, third, &c., children of the motliers, and which will 
also give the average i>ercentage of each clu^s of birthe, dnring a 

. period of ten years, from 1868 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XXVI. 
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The percentages of the classes in the order of number of the child 
1 «)f the mother not only vary from year to year, but changes also occur 
in the perceiitjLgea of periods of years. 

For a iieriod of ten ye-ars, previous to 1878, the average jiroportion 
of the class of tirst child was 25.2 ^ler cent, of the whole number of 

I^births, or more than one quarter; while during the last four years, 
3878-1881, the ]iroportion has averaged only 22.7 per cent. 
In the class uf second child of the mother, the average of the same 
^riod of ten years was 20.7 per cent, of the whole number of births; 
nrhile during the last four years the average has been only 19.0 per 
cent. 

In the class of fifth child the average of the same ten years was 
S.3 per cent., while during the last four years the average has been 
S.3 per ceut. 

In nil the classes above the fifth child of the mother, the average 
of the same ten years was 18.9 per cent., and during the last four 
y/e&rs the average of tlie same classes has been 20.5 per cent. 
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It will be soen, then, that although tho immbcr of births bus in- 
creftged in all tbe cIhsbcs, the iiicrenae of percentage has been entirely 
in the classes above and ineluding that of the fourth child of the 
aiother. This fact ia significant of n digjiositiuii to an increased 
number of children by mothers who have already borne three or mure 
children, and iudicntes, so far, a healthier moral sentlmont than has 
hitherto prevailed. 

PLUBALITT BIRTHS. 

The general facts in relation to plural births in Kbodo Island dur- ~~ 
ing the 3'ear 1881, may be found in Table III, on the sixth page. 

It will be seen there that there were sixty-three cases of twins, an^ 
one case of triidets dnriug the year. 

The nnmber of children was 129, nf which 70 were males and 59 
were females. 

Of these 64 case^ of plura) births, 27 occurred in Providcuce 
county towns; 23 in Providence city; 5 in Washington county; i ia 
Kent connty; 3 in Kewport connty; and 2 in Bristol county. 

The parentage of the children of plurality birth in 1881 wu Be 
follows: Of the 64 cases. 26 were of purely American parentage; 13 
of Irish; 9 of French; 1 each of English, Scotch and German; and 
14 of mixed parentage. 

Of the 14 cases of mixeil parentage) 2 were of American fathers, 4 
of Irish fathers, 7 of English fathers, and 1 of German father. 

Of the mothers of tho mixed parentage of plural births, 8 were 
American; 3 were Irish; and there was one each of English, Scotch 
and Swedish nationality. 

In relation to season, the numbers in the different months were u 
follows: 
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The general statistics of births reported in Bhode Island dnring a 
period of twenty-eight years, that is, from 1854 to 1861 incliiaire, 
are as follows: 

138,139 cuei or ttoKlc blrtba. eIvIdk I3S.SS6chiJdnD. 

1.4Tfl ciuu of twin blrtha giv]ag S.BSS chlldno. 

IBciseaof Irlple bfrlhi RlllDK STCbUdlw. 

lM,7Mc»w8 0f chlld-bJrtli. , giving 141 ,»] chlldtM 



"•1 



79 



Of tlie wholo number of eases of child-birtli {139,7H4) diu'ing the 
twenty-eight years, one in 91.8 produced twins, and one in 7,356 pro- 
duced triplets. . 

Of the whole number of children born during the aamo period 
(141,251), ascertained from the reports, one la every 48 was a twin, 
and one In every 2,478 was it triplet. 

Of the I,49S CHBpB of plitntlity births which have occurred in the 
State during the hist twenty-eight years, there were 045 casea in 
which both parents were Americans; 718 coses in which both parents 
were foreign; 133 cases in which the parentage was mixed, that is, 
one AmcriL'^n and one foreign pai'ent; and 8 in which the parentage 
wna not stated. 

The whole nnmber of children born in plurality cases during the 
twenty-eight years was 3,0!5, of whom 1,623 were males, and 1,488 
were females; the sex of the remaining fonr was not given. 
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STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 



Tlie statistics in relation to still-born children, as stated in previous 
reports, are obtained from the returns of deaths, but are not num- 
bered with, or in any way included in the statistics of deaths of this 
or previous reports. 

For the reason that they occupy a somewhat anomalous position in 
the statistics of life and death, thoy are given a separate consideration. 

The whole nnmber of still-born children reported in Rhode letand 
for the year 1881 was 264; this number is 48 more tlian for the year 
1879, and 73 more than for 1880. 

The following are the numbers reported from the different divisions 
of the State: 



BrlMol Coun^. 

KenlConatr 

N«™i>orl Connlj. Towt 
innrport Cltj 



oTidunceCllr - 

Mhington Conntj 

Whole Stale 



"he following are the towni 
a. each in 1881, viz: 



jihor of still-born reported 



80 
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ProTidence City 161 

WooDsocket 81 

Newport City 11 

Bristol and 

Coventry, 

Pftwtncket. 



tnd) 



each 9 18 

8 



Lincoln. 



Cumberland. 

Westerly 

Warwick, 
Cranston, 
New Shorebam, 
North Smithileld and 
Scitnate, 

Barrington, 

Middletown, 

Glocester, 

BurriUviUe, 

Bast Providence, 

Scitnate, 

Hopkinton, 

Richmond, 



6 

4 



each 9.. 



10 



• each 1 8 



Total. 



264 



There were fourteen towns from which no report of still-born chil- 
dren was received. 

Sex. — Of the 264 still-bom children, 169 were males and 95 were 
females. 

Parentage. — Of the 264 births of this clas3, the parentage was 
divided as follows: 

i 

American parents 190 

Foreign parents. 144 

Whole number S64 

Color. — The divisions of the still-born children in respect to color 
were as follows : 



White. 



846 Black 



18 



The number of colored still-born children was 6 larger than in 1879 
and in 1878. 
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Of the white still-born children there were 66 more than in 1880, 
and 42 more than in 1879. 

Season. — The number of still-born children reported in each of the 
seyeral months of 1881 was as follows: 

Janaary 20 May 24 September 80 

Febraary 29 June 19 October 81 

March. 18 July 20 November .. '. 1& 

April 84 Angnst 80 December 84 

Total 864 

SUMMARY OF STILL-BORN. 

The following table shows the number and sex of the still-born 
children whose births were reported in Rhode Island during each of 
the last five years, and a period extending from June 1, 1852, to 
December 31, 1880, and also total of whole number: 

Table XXVII. 



SKX. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 

149 
99 


1877. 

147 
96 


June 1, 1852, 

to 
Dec. 81, 1880. 


Total. 


Males 

Females 


169 
96 


128 
69 


124 
92 


8,090 

2,061 

68 


8,869 
8,146 


Sex not stated 


68 
















Total 


864 


192 


216 


848 


842 


6,198 


6,467 







It will be seen that the whole number of still-births reported in the 
State since June 1, 1852, is 5,457. Of the sex of this number, there 
were 3,259 males, 2,146 females, and of 52 the sex was not given. 
The ratio of occurrence, in regard to sex, would therefore be as fol- 
lows: In each 100 children there were 60 males, and 40 females; or 
for every 100 females there were 150 males. 

It will be seen that the proportion for the year 1881 varies some- 
what from the average of a period of more than twenty-nine years. 
The proportion standing at about 178 males to each 100 females; or 
64 males and 36 females in each 100. 

Season of Still-births, — The following summary will show the num- 
ber of still-births that have been reported in Rhode Island during a 
period of twenty-nine years, from 1853 to 1881 inclusive, with the 
months and quarters in which they occurred: 



Twimr-iiriitnt KEOistBAnoir rbpobt. 



Btill-oohr— Twnrn-Kiita YiiM, 1B6S-18B1. 




s, S,S8a: wcond all moDlhi. i.TH; (ouJ, £,««. 



During a period of twenty-nine years, it will lie seen by tlio above 
Bummury tiiut tho smallest number of still-births occurring in any 
month in the year was in June, and the luigest number in Decomber. 

Taking the ([oavterly periods, it will be seen that the occurrence of 
still-births, in the order of from the smallest to the largest number, 
has been us follows: 1st, Second quarter; 2d, First quarter; 3d, 
Fourth quarter; 4tb, Third quarter. In accordance with the general 
birth rate, the last half of the year has considerably the largest jiro- 
portion. 

The proportions in 1881 differ somewhat from the long period of 
years. The following summary will show the percentages of the still- 
births occurring in Rhode Island, in the different quarters of the 
year, during a period of twenty-nine years, from 1853 to 18(il inclu- 
sive, and during the year 1881: 



ad Qinrlflt. 



Wyian, 18U-18S1 m.6... 

OMymr.lSSl 36^... 



PARENTAGE OF THE ST1LL-B08X. 



The parentage of the still-born was not made a matter of record, 
for incorporation in the annual registration reports, previous to the 
year 1859. 

During the thirteen years from 1859 to 1871 inclnsite, the whole 
numher of still-births reported was 3,S63, of which the parentage was 
as follows: American, 937; foreign, 1,334; unknown, 3. 

The proportions were, therefore, 41.0 American and 59.0 foreign in 
each 100. 

To show the changes that have occurred from year to year in the 
percentages of parentage of the still-born, reckoning by the parentage 
of the mother, in contrast with the percentages of the same nativities 
to the whole numher of births, reckoned by the parentage of the 
father, the following resum^, for various years and periods of years, 
is presented; 
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or Whole No. Births. 



or Whole No. stlll-bom. 



Tears. American. Foreign. American. Foreign. 

1871 49.86 and 50.64 in each 100 41.00 and 69.00 in each 100. 

187S 47.69 and 63.41 in each 100 41.25 and 56.75 In each 100. 

1878 50.80 and 49.70 in each 100 50.81 and 40.79 in each 100. 

1874 47.14 and 52.86 in each 100 60.00 and 50.00 in each 100. 

1875 47.88 and 63.12 in each 100 49.19 and 50.81 in each 100. 

1876 46.48 and 68.67 iu each 100 46.76 and 54.34 in each 100. 

1877 49.41 and 61.59 in each 100 68.81 and 46.69 in each 100. 

1878 49.85 and 50.66 in each 100 55.66 and 44.85 in each 100. 

1879 50,68 and 49.47 in each 100 54.68 and 45.87 in t^ach 100. 

1880 50.17 and 49.88 in each 100 64.16 and 45.84 in each 100. 

1881 49.60 and 50.40 in each 100 48.10 and 51.90 in each 100. 

14 years. 

1850-1873 50.54 and 49.46 in each 100 41.25 and 58.76 in each 100. 

7 years. 

1878-1881 49.1 and 50.9 in each 100 51.84 and 48.16 in each 100. 



MARRIAGES, 1881. 



The number of marriages reported in Rhode Island daring the year 
1881 was 2,750. This number is 19 less than in 1880, and 354 more 
than in 1879. 

The general statistics of marriages in 1881, in relation to season 
and number in the different divisions of the State, may be foand in 
Table IV, on the seyenth page. 

SEASON. 

The following Table will show the number and percentage of mar- 
riages in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year 1881; together 
with the aggregate number and percentage in each quarter for 
twenty-eight years, viz., from 1854 to 1881 inclusive. 

Table XXVIII. 



YEARS. 



) Namber. . . 

1881 V 

) Percentage 

28 Years. ) Namber. . . 
1854-1881 1 Percentage 



First 
Qaarter. 


Second 
Quarter. 


Third 
Qaarter. 


Foarth 
Quarter. 


Whole 
Year. 


671 


766 


649 


774 


2,750 


84.4U 


«7.60 


20.00 


28.10 


100.00 


18.900 


14.297 


13,488 


16,928 


67.608 


2^.41 


S4.8S 


23.41 


29.86 


100 00 



It will be noticed in the above Table, that the proportion of mar- 
riages in the different quarters of the year have very considerable 
variation. 

During the period of twenty-eight years, the percentage of the ag- 
gregate of the last quarter of each year was tlie largest in the series, 
and the percentage of the first quarter the smallest. The order of 
proportion in the different quarters from the least to tlie largest, was 
as follows: first, third, second, fourth. 

In 1881 the order of proportion differed considerably from the rule 
of the long period, the smallest number of marriages having been 
solemnized in the third quarter, and the next largest number in the 
first quarter, followed by second and fourth. 
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The following Table shows the number of murriagts, according to 
the nutivity of the parties, for eiich of the last eight yoara, iind also 
Wor the aggregate of twenty yeitrs, from 1858 to 1877 iuclitaive: 



r 



1 BIRTH-PLACE. 


1881. 


1M0. 


isn. 


IBS. 


IBTT. 


1878. 


m 


IW^SbilM 


LIBS 

m 


i.m 


1,B11 
IMI 


1,4M 

IBl 


i,«r 


t.*s 

IM 


xi,tn 


Amertaiigrooni.foroigubrid*. ... 
Pordgn gnxmi. Amerli^an htlie 


a,7B0 


F 


a,750 


S,TM 


a,m 


1,SH 


i,in 


S.W 


4i,Bai 



There were 19 less marriages in 1881 than there were in 1S80, and this 
■deficiency was not only entirely of purely American nativity, but 
the nuraher of that nativity was 137 less than in the previous 
year. In every other clasif there was an increased number, that of 
foreign groom and American bride, however, was very slight. 

It will scarcely fail to be noticed bow gradually the mixed marriages 
liave increased from year to year since 1876. 

It will also be noticed, that in the class of foreign born, the num- 
ber is larger by a proportion of from one-eighth to one-seventh than 
in 1880. The uomber of immigrants of man-iageable age from Ger- 
tnany, Sweden and othur European countries, and from the Canadian 
Provinces, has been unusually large dnring the last two or threo 
years, and that has enlarged the number of foreign born, and there- 
fore contributed more largely to the whole number of marriages. 

Xii ihe following Table are given the j>ercentages of Americjin, for- 
eig-B and mixed marriagoe in each of the last six years, and in the 
asrS'''^g'i's for the twenty years, 1858 to 1877 inclusive, By mixed 
in»i-riages are meant those where one jiarty was of American and the 
Mlier of foreign birth: 
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Table XXX. 



BIRTH-PLACE. 



United Blateo.. 



IWI. 


1»80. 


ib™. 


1873. 


IWT. 


«,. 


",sr 


WM 


M.II) 


es.M 


etM 


ai.M 


81.SI 


si.n 


«»,6S 


IS.TB 


!».« 


«,*» 


11 .« 


n.n 


«.!» 


.7,™ 


«.U 


I7.« 


U.IB 


i«.«i 


19.00 


IX.«8 


0O.00 


■ ^,C« 


.oo.«> 


.00.00 


100.00 


»» 


100 oo 



It will be seen that the pereentiige of marriages of persons of^3 
American birtli, was smaller than in any one of the previooa five^^ 
years, and also smaller than the average of a period of twenty year^^ 
prior to 187*^. 

The increase of percentage in the classes of foreign and mixed, wil^^ 
also be noticed. 

AGES OF PERSOSS HARRIED. 

The number of persons married in Rhode Island during the yen- s^' 
1881, in the different periods of life, is shown in Table V on page ^ - 
The iinmber of each sex, in each division of age, can also be found i k-~3 
the following Table: 

Table XXXI. 
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There lias been some change during the last five years in the pr-" 
portion of those of both sexes who were married under twenty ye^*- 
of age, ami of those females who were married for the first time wla^ 
over twenty-live years of age. 

The projjortions of both se.\es, married under twenty, have <^- 
creased very considerably, and of females between' twenty-five »' 
thirty-five the proportions have increased. 
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Some curiona anomalies occurred in 1881, as in other years, in re- 
gitrd to the ages of the bride and groom rcsjieuti rely. Six grooms 
betweeu forty and forty-live, two between forty-five and fifty, and one 
between fifty and fifty-five years of ago, married brides under twenty 
years of age. One groom between eighty and eiglity-flve, married a 
bride between forty and forty-five. 

The greater departures from the ordinary rnle aic, however, when 
the groom takes a brido many years older than himself. During 1881 
there was one bride, between tliirty-flve and forty, tliat took for a 
husband a blusliing youth under twenty; one bride, between forty-five 
and fifty, took a husband between twenty and twenty-five, and one, 
between sixty and sixty-five, accepted a husband between twenty-five 
and thirty. 

Tlie whole number of persons, in each division of ages of both sexes, 
married in Rliode Island in each of the last sixteen years, that is, from 
1866 to 1881 inclusive, is ]iresented in the following Table: 

Table XXXII. 
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Althongb the whole number of marriages, in 1881, was slightly 
Bmaller than in the previous year, the number of both seses married 
in 1881 under twenty years of ago was not only smaller, but, in pro- 
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jiortion tu whole number, was very much smailer than in the previous 
year, or in any year during the whole period of regiBtration. 

The following summary of perwntagea of personB of both sesea, 
married under twenty yeare of age, in different later years taken at 
random, will »how the decline in the proportions of the same: 


Vc*re. »i 


irlHl under M jttn of age. 
















The relative proportions of the sexes niiirried iit different ages will 
be found below. 


PBOPOBTION OF SEX. 


The following Table will show the percentages of males married, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty-two years: 


Tablk XXXIII. 
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The following Table will show the percentages of females married, 
n each diyision of ages, in each of the last twenty-two years: 

Table XXXIV. 



YEARS. 



1860. 

1861. 

1862. 

1868. 

1864. 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1860. 

1870. 

1871 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 

1881. 






Under SO. 


20 to 25. 


25 to 80. 


S5.8 


44.1 


17.0 


29.6 


43.0 


15.2 


24.9 


41.3 


16.7 


24.9 


42.6 


16.9 


24.2 


43.4 


17.8 


22.6 


42.8 


19.1 


24.7 


42.9 


17.4 


25.4 


40.5 


19.3 


24.4 


40.9 


18.1 


24.1 


40.5 


18.7 


26.8 


39.4 


17.9 


24.6 


41.9 


19.1 


26.7 


40.5 


18.4 


25.8 


40.8 


17.5 


26.3 


38.1 


19.3 


28.9 


42.1 


16.8 


25.6 


39.8 


17.6 


28.4 


40.4 


18.8 


22.7 


40.4 


19.3 


22.8 


40.7 


19.4 


21.1 


44.2 


18.0 


19.0 


43.0 


21.5 



30 to 40. 40 to 50. 50 ft over 



9.1 

7.8 
11.8 

98 
10.3 
11.0 
11.0 
10.0 
11.6 
12.1 
10.8 
10.1 

9.9 
12.0 
11.1 
11.8 
12.0 
12.1 
12.2 
12.1 
12.0 
11.2 



2.6 
4.1 
4.1 
4.1 
2.9 
8.5 
2.7 
3.4 
3.3 
3.4 
8.9 
3.1 
8.2 
2.7 
3.9 
4.0 
3.7 
3.6 
3.8 
8.0 
3.3 
3.8 



1.4 
1.8 
1.2 
1.7 
1.4 
1.5 
1.8 
1.4 
1.7 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.3 
1.7 
1.3 
1.4 
1.3 
1.7 
1.6 
2.0 
1.4 
1.5 



Total. 

100 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 



The above Tables are instructive, in that they show the changes 
that have taken place in the percentages of the sexes, marrted in the 
different divisions of age, during the last twenty-two years. 

In Table XXXIII it will be seen that the proportion of males 
married, under 20 years of age, has gradually lessened, with only 
temporary interruptions, from 6.0 per cent, of the whole number of 
males married in 1860 to 2.8 per cent, of the same class married in 
1881, or a proportion of but little more than half as many. 

The proportion of males, between twenty and twenty-five, has also 
decreased, but to a considerably less extent. 

The proportion of males, married in every division of age above 
twenty-five, has gradually increased through the same series of years, 
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with only temporary interruptions, standing in 1881 at 60 per cent 
of the whole number, as against 52.0 per cent, in 1860. 

In Table XXXIV it will also be seen that the proportion of females 
married under twenty years of age has been, with few exceptions, 
gradually lessening during the period of twenty-two years. From a 
proportion of 26.8 per cent, of the whole number of females married 
in 1860, the proportion married under twenty was reduced to 19.0 
per cent, in 1881. 

In the class of females married between twenty and twenty-five years 
of age, the proportions have not changed very much from year to year, 
and the percentage to whole number of females married in 1881, that 
is, 43.0 per cent., varies only about one per cent, from that of 1860. 

In all the periods of life above twenty years of age there has been 

a gradual increase, subject to slight fluctuations, of the proportions 

of females assuming the marriage relation, and shows the general 

tendency, as in the case of males, and as compared with former years, 

of postponing marriage responsibilities to more advanced stages of 

life. 

It is quite probable that the recently amended marriage law of the 

State, requiring the consent in writing of the parent or guardian to 

the marriage of any person under twenty-one years of age, has 

operated to reduce in some measure the proportions of both males 

and females married during 1881. 

COLORED MARKIAQES. 

There were 168 persons of color married in Rhode Island during 
the year 1881, or 84 marriages of that class, according to the returns. 
The number of marriages is 8 more than in 1880, and 23 more than 
in 1879. It is the largest ever recorded in the State in any year, with 
the exception of the year 1868, when the number was the same. 

They were reported in 1881 from the following towns, viz. : 

Pro\idence 61 

Newport 10 

Warren, 

Pawtacket, • 8 each 6 

Hopkinton. . 
Bristol, 

PortBmonth, 

East Providence, 

Smithfield, }■ 1 each 7 

North Kingstown, 

South Kingstown, 

W^estcriy. 

Total 84 
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The following summary will show what the proportion of colored 
persons married during each of the six years from 1876 to 1881 in- 
clusive, bears to the whole number of colored persons in the State; 
and also the proportion which the whole number of persons married 
in each of the same years, bears to the whole population of the State: 

1881. 1880. 1879. 1878. 1877. 1876. 

Ratio of colored persons married to whole One One One One One One 

of colored popalatiou of the State, in every in every in every in every in every in every 



• • • • • • • 



.89.S 48.8 51*4 89.1 49.0 58.1. .. 



Ratio of whole number of persons married 
to whole population of the State. 



.B0.8 60.0 57.8 55.7 56.6 5741... 



The above is on the basis of the National Census of 1880. 

It will be perceived that marriages of the colored race have uni- 
formly been of larger proportions than of the white, and that the 
fluctuations of the proportion from year to year have also been greater 
in the colored race. 




The niimbei' of » p pi i cut ions fur divorce in Rhode Islnnd, during 
the year 18SI, us ascertained by reports from the clerks of the supreme 
courts of the differL'iit counties, vms (350) three hundred luid fifty. 
The number in 1880 w»s (347) three hundred and forty-sevon: aud in 
1679 it was (355) two iiundrcd unil fifty-Bve. 

During the year 1881 there were (268) two hundred and aixty-eight 
uppliciitions for divorce giiintod, which were live less than in 1880, 
and twenty-two more than in 187!t. 

The following Titble shows the number of a))|)licntionB for divarce, 
and the number granted, in 1881, in each cnuuly of the State; also 
the causes alleged for the applications. 

Table XXXV. _^B 
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In the two hundred and sixty-eight applications for divorce which 
were granted in 1881, the whole number uf causes alleged for the 
same was five hundred and eighty-three. 

It will be seen that more than one cause is alleged why divorce 
should be granted; in a majority of caacs, and in some ap]dioatioiis 
several reasons arc specified. 
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In the 583 causet^ allegcil it will bo noticed thnt onl}' 71 allc^dd 
■•'adulUiry '* as II reiiaon; while there were 190 in which "neglect to 
liruTiile tlie iiecessitries of life" were given; 173, "willful doaertion;" 
56, "Continued drunkennoss;" 49, "extreme cruelty;" and 44 
«thera, "gross misbehavior" were apeeified. 

The cuiises alleged cannot, however, be accept«d as the true cauMB 
in all casi'B. Misre presentation ia made, not unfre(|uentlj, and in 
e<>me eases there has seemed to be collusion betwoeii the )>arties. 

There are in every year petitions for divorce which are not heard by 
the court iu that year, and m are heard, granted or refused in the 
ensuing year. 

In order to show tlie actual number of applications, and the inini- 
ber of divorcee granted iu each of the la«t nine years, the fnltowing 
SDmuiary Is preseiiled: 



The proportion of divorces granted, to whole number uf upplica- 
tions during the last nine years, is 77.0 in each 100. 

The number of applications for divorce, iu Rhode Island, increase 
from year to year with only alight fluctuations. The number in 1881 
Waa the largest ever reported. 

The proportion of petitions for divoi-ce granted in 1881 was 76.5 
J>er cent, of the applications made during the same year. This pro- 
l>urtion IB S. 1 percent, smaller than that of 1880. ^ 

The ratio of divorcee granted in 1881, to whole number of marriages 
Uuriag the year, waa one divorce to every 10.4 marriages. 

The ratio of applications for divorce to the whole number of mar- 
riages during the jesir, was one uppUcalinn to less than every eight 
marriages. 
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The followiug Table shows the number of divorces gmnted in eui'li 
county, aiid in tlie wbolii .Slato, in each of the la«t thirteen years, 
with the proportion of marriages to eaoli divorce gninted in each year: 

Table XXXVI. 
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It will bo seen, by the above Table, that the proportion of divorces 
gi-anted in the whole State, in 1S81, to the nunil^r of inarringea the 
same year, was slightly less tlian in the previous year. 

The large proportion in Kent county, only 7.3 marriages to ono 
divorce, is unprecedented in the whole period of registnttion. 

This connty Iiuh reported the largoat proportion of any, for the last 
three years. 

Bristol county shows the amuUest ratio of divorces graiiteil in 1881, 
to tlio nuiubei' of marriages, that is, one divorce to about SO niiirriHgi^ii. 
In 1880 tlio proportion was one divorce to 12 marriages. In the year 
1875 there were only 'i divorces, as against 100 marriages. Ncw[>orL 
connty in 1871 had only 4 divorces, as against 199 marriages. 

Newport county has had the least fluctuation from year to yea^ib 
the ratio of divorce to marriage, of any county in the State. 

In the whole State the tendency, during the last thirteen yeoi 
been to an increase of the proportion of divorce to marriage. 
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During the three years from 1869 to 1871 inclusive, the proportion 
was one divorce to every 13.5 marriages. From 1872 to 1876 inclusive 
it was one divorce to every 13.1 marriages; and from 1877 to 1881 
inclusive it was one divorce to every 11 marriages. 

Divorce returns were not included in the Registration Reports 
previous to 1869. 
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There wei-e retiiruH of five thousand and sixteen {5,0Ifi) c 
Hliodc Isliind, in 1881, reported to tlie State Kegistrar. It is the' 
largest number tlmt liits ever oc-tiurred or been rejiortcd in the State, 
being 187 larger thun in 1880, and 541 larger tlmn in 1879, 

Thia increased number is not owing to a very mnch larger prevalence 
of fatiil sickness, during 1881, or entirely to the increused popiilution; 
the fact uf a more complete follectiou of the returns having an 
important relation to the results. 

This fact, which seems iudispntable, will account in part for the 
ificreased proportion of deaths to iwjiulation, which, as previously 
shown in Tables VII and XIV, was 18.1 decedents in each thousand 
persons in 1881, as against IT.d decedents in each thousand in 1860. 
It will be understood that the percentage in both years is based on 
the popniation as ascertained by the National Census of 1880, and 
therefore the percentage of 1881 is actually larger than the popiilatiou 
in 1881 would warrant. It is indeed quite probable that if the actual 
)>opulatLun in 1881 was known, it would be found that the |)erceutHge 
of mortality in 1881 was really less than in 1880. 

The death rate varies considerably in the different towns in the 
State, during the same year, &a well as in different years. The 
larger the population, however, the less will be the variation from 
year to year. Various diseases, not contagious or ordinarily epidemic, 
may occnr nioi'c largely in one year than in another, and therefore 
increase the percentage of deaths in that year. And when a sweeping 
epidemic of a fatal character occurs, then, of course, the death rate 
would be enlarged. 

To illustrate the above remarks the following summary is presented, 
showing the death rate of several towns, taken at random, and the 
cities of Providence and Newport, in each of the last four years: 
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It will be seen that the fluctuations of proportion have been much 
peater in the small popnlationa than in the larger. 

Providence city contains about 38 per ceul. of the population of the 
Qftviiig nearly all the characteristics of the largest cities, it . 

B been the custom in previous reports to contrast the death rate in 

,t city with the ileath rate in the rest of the State. 

Tiie following synopsis will show the population, number of deaths, 
Ibd proportion of the decedents to the popnlallon, in Providence city ] 
md in the rest of the State, in each of the three years 1879, 18^0 
luid 1881: 
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The above proportions, based on tlie Census of 1880, are larger 
tban the true proportions, because of the increase of population, 
I3ut the actual population being unknown, compels the use of the 
ifficiid ennmenition last made. 
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Of the 5,016 persons whose deaths were returned, during the year I 
3881, 2,467 were males, and 3,5-19 were females; the ratio standing at 
S6.78 males to each 100 females, or 49.18 males and 50.8:i females in 

;b 100 decedents. 

The following Tables. XXXVIl and XXXVIIl, show the number 

id projwrtion of males and females among the decedents, and also ' 
■ng the children born in Rhode Island during the ten years 1853 to 
J862 inclusive; also in each of the nineteen years from 1863 to 1881 
ancluaive, and for the entire period of twenty-uine years: 
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Table XXXVII. 
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Table XXXVIIl. 
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Tnlile XXXVil shows that, in iionvly every veur. the iiimiher of 
fem&Ie decodouts esceede thut uf mule decedents, and, un Ihu utht^r 
hand. Table XXXVIII shows that (he number of female ctiildreD 
born is less, every yeiir, than tlic number of male children born. 

If the population of the State was confined eiclnsively to those who 
were born and i-emaiiied within the Stale, it is obvious that sueh 
diseimilur relations of the events of birth aud death could not long 
continue without largely increasing the male population. 

That such is not the case is shown by the National Cenans of 1880, 
by which the euumerution of the seses wits as follows: 



The circumstances are accounted for on the ground of the nioi 
meats of jiopulation. 

BE.\SON AND MORTALITY. 

The whole number of decedents, and the ses of the same, in each 
raonth of the year 18S1, and in each division of the Stat«, may be 
f onnd in Table V'l, on the ninth page. 

The influence uf season upon mortality may be further illustrated 
fcy the following Table, which shows the number and percentage of 

jaths in each quarter of each of the last five years, aud in the aggro- 
e for the twenty-flve years from 1853 to 1877. inclusive : 

Tabls XXXIX. 
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fit will bo observed in the above Table, that the percentage of mor- 
fjity in the different qnarters of (he ye^r, vary somewhat one year 
Irith another. Tlius it will be seen, that in 1877 the proiiortion of 
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deutlis in tliu lirst ([iiiirlcr of t.lie jenr wa^ 21.0 jtcr cent.; in 1879 it 
v/as 2G.5 per cc-iit,: und in 1881 it was 24,G \»r cetit 

Comparing the proportions of the different ijuarters in 1881, and 
those of the lust three or four ymvB amy also be ineludod, with tlie 
proportions of the quartf>rs of the period of tweuty-live years, it will 
be found that there has been an inci'ca§e in the percentages of the 
tirat and seoond qnaiters, uud u decrenso it) those of the third and 
fourth ijuarters. 

During the lonj; iwriud preceding 1878, the proportion of the Hrsl 
half of the year, was about 43 in each hundred deceiients, and about 
67 in eacii hundred iu tho tiutt lialf. 

The average proportion of the first lialf of the hist four years, 1878 
to 1881 inclusive, has been about 48 in each hundred in the first half, 
and about 5'^ in each hundred in the last half of the year. 

It would seem from these figures, that the lufiucuoG of particular 
seusong in the production of mortality, had for some reason dimin- 
ished. It is probable, however, that some particular diseiLses, not so 
much det^endent on season, and more prevalent during the last four 
years, have eontributod lurgi-ly to the result. 



SEASON AND DEATH KATE. 



tUFLUENtB. 



The question of the influences of ci/y life ujKin the stains of mi 
tality is often presented, and it has t^een the custom in former Uoj)ort£ 
to contrast the city of Providence, which comprises more than three- 
eighths of the euLu'e papulation of the Slate, with the rest of the 
State, in regai-d to the influence of season upon mortality. 

The following Table will present a eomparisoii between the city and 
the rest of the State, in relation to the mortality of each section by 
seasons. It will show the number and percentage of deaths in e-ocU 
quaricr of the year 1881 in the city, and in the I'est of tbo .Stat«BO]>- 
ai'ately; and the number and (terceiitagc of deaths in each ijuartcriy 
period in the city of Providence, for si."c years, that is from 187(1 to 
1881 inclusive ; and the number and percentage in the rest of the 
State, also for each ipiarter of the* same period uf six yen 
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1881. 



SEASON. 



Providence. 



Rest of State. 



187&-1881. 



1876-1881. 



Providence. Rest of Slate. 
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The percentage of the first (juarter of the year 1881, as will be seen 
l>y the above Table, was very nearly the same in Providence city as 
i 11 the rest of the State, that is, a difference of only about one-tenth 
of one per cent. In the second quarter of that year, the difference 
^«vas quite considerable, that is, four and six-tenths jier cent. In Prov- 
icieiice the number and percentage of the second quarter of 1881 was 
t;lie largest ever recorded. It will be seen by the Table, that the per- 
€3entage was 2.63 per cent, larger than the average of six years. 

The percentage of the third quarter of 1881, which is the largest 
<"j^uarter in mortality in every year with scarcely an excei)tion, was not 
Only larger than usual in the city of Providence, but also in tlie rest of 
the State. 

The percentage of the fourth (piarter in 1881 was smaller than 
siial in. Providence city, by nearly three per cent, than the average 
f six years; including 1881. It was also slightly smaller in the rest 
<^t the State. 

A comparison of tlie percentages of the different (juarters, for the 
l^eriod of six years, will show tliat in the first and fourth quarters 
tlie proportion of deaths was about the same in the city as in th(' rest 
<:>f the State. 

In the second (piarter tlie proi)ortion in a series of years, was larger 
i n the city than in the rest of the State, and in the third quarter it 
"^as larger in the rest of the State than it was in Providence city. 

ORDER OF MONTHS. 

Below may be found a general view of the order of the months, in 
which occurred from the largest to the smallest number of deaths, in 
the whole State, in each of the last live years: 

13 
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August, wliich, for a jieriod of aeveml years, wiis the first moiitb iu 
the order of contribnting the largest number of decedents previons 
to IS77, and then took the sepond place for four years, resumed tie 
IKJSJtion again at the head of the list in 18S1. 

It will be seen that there has beeu a uhange in the heading of the 
list every year during the last live years, 

PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTS. 

The whole iHiniber of decedents reported in Rhode lahuid in 1S8I 
was 6,01c, of which 3,482 were of American piirentage, itud 2, 334 
wore of foreign parentage. The parentage was reckoned according to 
the reported nativity of the fathers. 

The parentage of the decedents in the two classes of American and 
foreign, ita reported from the different towns in the State, may he found 
in the general abstract for 1881, on the second and third pages. 

For the first time during the whole period of registration in Rhode 
Island, the decedents of foreign parentage exceeded, in 1881, the 
number of decedents of American parentage. In Table XHI tbig 
fact will be clearly shown by the statistics. 

No decedents of foreign parentage were reported, iu 1881, in tb« 
following towns, viz.: Jamestown, New Shorebam, Foster, Nortt 
Providence, Charlestown and Exeter. 

The decedents of foreign parentage were less than one-tenth of the 
whole number, in the following five towns, viz.: West Qreeuwieh, 
Little Comptou, Middletowu, Hopkinton and South Kingstown. 
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There were nine towns in wliieli the deceJcnta of foreign parentitge 
excecdod thuse of Americnu jiurentagc. 

Of tlid nine towns tliero were, iu Buirillville niid JohnatoD, neurly 
twice Hfi niHny ilecedonts of foreign iw there were of American paren- 
tage, in Cumberland and North Smithfleld there were more than 
twice as many of foivigu, and iu Lincoln and Woonaocket there 
Wore from four to fivi^ times as many of Foreign as ot American 
tJiretitagc. 

The following Table gives the number and jwroentago of deeedeuts 
t American and of foreign parentage, in oaeli of the last, live years; 
■lid in the aggrogiitc for twenty-two years, or from 1858 to 1879 
Pncluaive: 

Tablk XLII. 
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The number of decedents of foreign parentage have steadily increased 
^om year to year, with scarcely an exception, until, during the year 
il, it exceeded that of American parentage. 

It will be seen, by the above Table, that the percentage of decedents 

[ foreign parentage, in 1881, was 50.5:! of the whole number. 

Previona to IST-l the percentage of decedents of foreign parentage 

1 averaged, during a period of seventeen years, lesa thau 41.iJl> per 

it. An examination of the above Tatde will show that the avei'age 

proportion of the same parentage, during the last five years, is about 

iS.O per cent. The proportional average of decedents of Amcricau 

ntage, during the same five years, Is abont 51.0 per cent., while 

e average of decedents of the same parentage, during a period of 

a years previous to 1874, was 58.28 per cent. 

t will he understood that by the term "foreign parentage" are 

t only those whose parents were born in other countries, and not 

^ncltidiiig parents born in the United States, although of direct foi-eign 
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AGE OF DECEDENTS. 

There may be found in Table I, on pages two and tliree, the aggre- 
gate and average age of all the decedents reported in 1881, of each 
sex, in each town and eouut}^ in the State. 

It will be seen, by that Table, tJiat the average age of all the male 
decedents in 1881 was 31 years, and the average age of all the female 
decedents, in the same year, was 34 years. 

The average age at death in 1881 was slightly more advanced, ia 
both sexes, than in 1880. 

The following summary will show the average age of each of the 
sexes, and of all, in each of the last four years: 

1881. 1880. 1879. 1878. 

Average. Average. Average. Average. 

Males 30.99 years 29.62 years 31.29 years 29.02 years. 

Females 34.07 years 32.06 years 33.24 years 81.11 years. 

Age of all 32,55 years 30.86 years 32.29 years 80.00 years. 

The highest average age of male decedents in any town in the 
State, in 1881, was 76.17 years, in Little Compton; the highest 
average age of female decedents was 62.33 years, also in Little 
Compton. 

The lowest average age of male decedents during the same time was 
1 7.84 years, in Lincoln, and the lowest average age of female decedents 
WHS 2*-^. 12 vears, also in Lincoln. 

The fallacy of dependence on the average age of decedents reported 
from any town of small poi)ulation, in single years, has been adverted 
to in ])revious re])orts, and will be readily api)arent to any one upon a 
moment's attention. 

When, however, the results of a series of years are aggregated and 
averages made, a basis is obtained for approximate conclusions as to 
the relative longevity of the inhabitants of any town furnishing such 
statistics. 

The following Table will show the whole number of deaths, the 
average annual percentage of deaths to estimated j)opulation, and 
average age of all decedents during ten years, from 1870 to 1880, in 
each town and in each countv in the State: 
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Table XLTII. 



DEATHS. 



TOWNS AND DIVISIONS 
OF THE STATE. 



Whole No. 
Deaths, 
10 years. 



Barrington 142 

Bristol 904 

Warren K56 

Bristol County 1,702 

Coventry 672 

East Greenwich ^ 5(0 

West Greenwich 177 

Warwick 1,461 

Kent County 2,810 

Jamestown 42 

Little Compton 140 

Middletown I 124 

New Shorehain Ill 

Portamouth I 216 

Tiverton 285 

Towns, Newport County 918 

Newport City 2,041 

Newport County 2,959 

Bnrrillville ; 677 

Cranston -. 1,045 

Camberland 640 

East Providence 6WJ 

Foster , 151 

Olocester ' 335 

Johnston 746 

Lincoln* , 1,575 

North Providencet 113 

North Smithfinld* 822 

Pawtucket 2,062 

Scitnhte 547 

Smlthfield* i 421 

Woonsockei 2,628 

Towns, Providence County 13,440 

Providence City ' 17,587 

Providence County 31,(W7 

Charlestown 151 

Exeter 159 

Hopkinton ! 392 

North Kingstown . . 653 

South Kingstown 002 

Richmond , 299 

Westerly , i 608 

Washington County 2,759 

Whole State 41,257 



Average to 
population 

one in 

every 

83.45 
6^4.87 
61.05 

64.74 

68.15 
62.40 
58.42 
79.49 



Per cent. 



1.19 
1.55 
164 

1.54 

1.47 
1.63 
1.71 
1.26 



Average 

Age of 

all. 



48.12 
34.66 
31.98 



88.77 

40.77 
40.17 
45.78 
29.15 



72.41. 


1.38 


35.29 


116.19 


.86 


51.62 


82.57 


1.21 


63.69 


86.61 


1.15 


45.03 


103.33 


.96 


87.89 


87.64 


1.14 


47.82 


73.72 


1.86 


48.06 


85.61 


1.17 


45.66 


68.73 


1.46 


86.51 


73.97 


1.36 


89.36 


77.63 


1.29 


83.92 


54.43 


1.82 


87.72 


88.64 


1.13 


80 56 


73.IM 


1,36 


28.26 


102.20 


.98 


53.14 


62.03 


1.61 


44.93 


67.10 


1.49 


80.94 


66.08 


l.M 


22.14 


69.18 


1.45 


29 60 


78.17 


1.26 


82 15 


89.49 


1.12 


29.81 


74.97 


1.82 


40.39 


67.86 


1.47 


36.12 


51.66 


1.92 


24.49 


62.68 


1.59 


29.15 


50.24 


1.99 


27.76 


, 59.60 


1.67 


28.37 


»^9.80 


1.42 


54.33 


85.29 


1.17 


51.58 


70.41 


1.42 


40 78 


68.88 


1.68 


40,76 


70.43 


1.41 


43.99 


58.46 


1.71 


88.18 


1 89.68 


1.11 


94.66 


72.71 

1 


1.87 


40.62 


I H2.59 


1.59 


80.68 



If all tlie towns in the State bad the same proportions of persons 
in each period of life, the above Table would afford a comparatively 
fair representation of the relative salubrity of each, with some allow- 
ance for the habits and modes of living of the people. But as the 
towns vary so much in the proportion of children and youth in the 
population, the ages given can only be approximate. 



♦Nine yeaia. 



tSix years. 



TWKinr-sivna bboutratioh bkpokt. 



risss. 

mther liiigc propor- 



Thi! city uf Proviiieuce is lielieved to contain 
tiun of persons in the younger periods of life. 
The following autnmai'y will show the avevagu iif^e of the di 

in the city, during the last four years: 



i pr opor' n 



PoDulea 

Ago of lit 



...KM .. 
...»X1... 



...!«.0»... 



The following Table shows the average age of the decedeiiu in each 
of the liirger divisions of the State, in each of the last Hvc years, ootl 
also in the aggregate of each of fonr periods of five years each) 

prising the twenty years from 1858 to 1877 inclusive: 



Table XLIV. 



1, c^^J 





Smiioin or tiui 
Stiti. 


lesi. 


law. 


18T9. 


I8J8. 


isn. 


IBTS-ITT. 


isae-isTS, 


isss-ism 


ISBB-IMI. 


Briwo) Coantj 


S7.« 


SB.U 


40.8T 


M.n 


CIS 


33.BI 


».I9 


M.7H 


n» 












«78 










NewpotlCounly 


M,OS 


11.BB 


s!.a> 




«,98 


«.B8 


«.« 


W.M 


3S.0I 


PK)Vid«BCWCO.,TO*M 


aasfi 


8T.M 


ai.K 


SD.ge 


SS.IB 


aB.4S 


ISJB 


W.lfl 


KM 




W.M 


W.fl7 


S8.Si 


»S(» 


»r.T4 


SI, 19 


BI.W 


SS.I10 


M.7B 


WublDgtoa County... 


«.« 


n.8s 


"■« 


«.M 


u.es 


4I.H 


SfcW 


sun 


SUI 




3a.M 


».» 


^.^ 


»,« 


80,« 


Sll,«8 


SI-OS 


'■" 









Table XLIV shows how the average age of decedents varies, from 

year to year, in the different sections of the State. Thei-e waa a 
falling off in 1861, as compared with the previous year, in Kent and 
Newport counties, and an inureuse in all the other divisions. 

1>ERCBMTAQE8 OP DECB0EMT6 AT DIFFKRENT AfiES. 

In Table VII, on pages 10 to 15 inchisive, will he found tlio number 
of deutha in 1880, in each town and each county, of each 8SX, and in 
each period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of deaths 
in each division to the population of the same. 

The following Table shows tlio percentages of decedents in each 
division of ages to whole number of deaths, in each of the last six 
years, and iu the aggregate for three periods; one of ten^eorsa 
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seven months, from June Ist, 1852, to December Slst, 1862, inclusive; 
one of ten years, from 1863 to 1872 inclusive; and one of ten years, 
from 1873 to 1881 inclusive: 







Table 


XLV. 










Periodb or LiFB. 


1881. 

18.5 
6.4 
7.9 


1880. 

18.4 
7.0 
9.2 


1879. 


1878. 

16.6 

8.1 

10.3 

85.0 


1877. 


1876. 


10 years. 

1873 to 

1881. 


lOyears. 

l^to 

1878. 


lOyears. 

7 mUhs. 

1852 10 

1802. 


Under 1 year 


16.1 

6.8 

10.1 

38.0 


17.4 
8.1 
9.5 

35.0 


19.5 
7.4 
7.0 

88.9 


18.9 
7.6 
8.4 

84.9 


18.0 
7.8 
7.9 

38.7 


17.6 


1 and under 2 


; 9.8 


2 and under 6 


9.6 






TotalanderS 


32.8 


34.6 


37.0 


5 and under 10 


4.6 
6.2 


6.2 
4.8 


6.3 

4.8 


6.2 
6.1 


6.2 

5.4 


4.2 
5.2 


5.0 
5.8 


4.6 
6Je 


5.0 


10 and under 20 


5.8 


20 and under SO 


9.6 


8.6 


8.8 


8.8 


8.9 


9.1 


9.2 


9.7 


9.5 


80 and under 40 


8.0 
7.6 


7.6 
6.6 


7.4 
6.5 


7.6 
6.4 


7JS 
6.6 


7.7 
6.9 


7.8 
6.9 


8.1 
7.2 


8.7 


40 and under 50 


75 


50 and under 60 


8.2 


6.7 


7.1 


7.6 


7.2 


7.5 


7.2 


7.3 


67 


60 and under 70 ^ 


8.8 


8.5 


10.0 


7.9 


8.8 


9.8 


8.2 


8.3 


69 


70 and under 80 


8.6 


9.4 


9.0 


8.8 


9.5 


9.8 


8.8 


8.4 


7.3 


80 and under 90 


5.4 


5.7 


5.5 


4.8 


4.0 


5.2 


5.1 


5.4 


4.6 


Over 90 and not stated 


1.2 


1.3 
100.0 


1.6 
100.0 


0.8 


0.9 


1.2 


1.1 
100.0 


1.1 
100.0 


1.0 






Total 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



The proportion of deaths under five years of age, in 1881, was 

smaller than in 1880, and also, with scarcely an exception, smaller 

than in any previous year during registration in the State. The 

proportions of deaths in that period of life, during the thirty years 

and seven months of registration, was 35.2 per cent, of all, and in 

1881 was 32.8 per cent, of all. 

The proportions in other periods do not show very remarkable 
diflFerences, in comparison with previous years. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 



It has been the custom in the reports on registration in Uhode 
Island, to give a separate record, for various reasons, of the events of 
l>irth, marriage and death of the colored population, although these 
le always included in the general statistics. 
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The whole number of deaths of persons of color reported in 1881 
was 186. The number is larger by 33 than in 1880. They occurred 
in the different towns as follows: 

Providence City lOT 

Newport City 26 

Craiuton 9 



Eaet Greenwich 

BrlHtol, 

Sonth Kingstown 

Warwick. 



i 



6 each. 



12 



East Providence 

8 each 6 



Pawtnckct, ) 

W^esterly, ) 

Portsmouth, 

Lincoln, 

North Kingstown. 

Richmond. 

North Smithfleld, ) 

Charlestown and 

Hopkinton. 



y 2 each 8 



1 each. 



Total. 



166 



Sex. — There were, in the 186 decedents of color, 88 males and 98 
females. 

Season, — These 186 deaths were in the different months, as follows: 



Months. Deaths. 

January 22 

February 18 

March 15 



Months. 
April.... 

May 

June..,. 



Deaths. 

15 

22 

13 



Months. Deaths. 

July 21 

August 21 

September 10 



Ist Quarter 55 2d Quarter 50 3d Quarter 52 



Monthe<. Deaths. 

October 13 

November 10 

December 6 

4th Quarter 29 



First six months, 105; second six months, 81. Total. 186. 

Aye. — The average age of the colored decedents in Rhode Island, 
in 1880, was as follows: 

Males 31.28 years. Females 43.06 years. 

SUMMARY OF COLORED POPTLATION: INCLUDING ALL NATIVITIES. 



The number of births, marriages and deaths umong the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State, in 



1881. J 



1881, is giveu in the following Table, compared with the colored pop- 
nlation iu each division, as fonnd by the United States Censns of 1880: 



Table XLVI. 







BiST 


Hs, laai. 




3 












COUNTIES, 


^ 








1 


1 


1 


Biblol Ceanlr 


am 


s 


M.a 


KratConnlj 


380 


H 


n-B 


HewportCoDnl)' 


l.]W 


» 


43.-I 




496 


18 


88.1 


*foH dense Cilj . . 


ajM 


m 


80.1 


Wishinglon Co,.ntj 


TBS 


" 


U.l 


■Whole State. 


e,6W 


m 


S4.3 



"*W"- 


DiiTB>. 1881. 


1 


^- 


1 


J 














* 




8 


84.B 


8 


84* 




,j 




11 BIJ 


« 


40.8 


4 1 U.0 


IS 


W.1 


SI SD.0 


IW 


■ 84.0 


•i "•• 


15 


St.1 


84 


«s 


188 


3B.4 



The proportions of each of the events of birth, marriage and death 
of colored persons to colored population In Rhode Island, in 1881, 
were larger than nsual. 

The following summary of the lost four years will present the facts 
more clearly: 



One person 
manied la tiaj 



The difference in the proportions of these events to i>opulation, 
between the white and colored race in 1S81, may be seen in the 
following summary: 



WUle..... 
Colored. . 



raou married in every 91.1 one doilb Id et 
SOD married in every sa.i; one death In ev 

HID ourrled Ip every 30.8; one deatli Id et 
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The following summary shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island, in each of the 
last twenty-one years, from 1861 to 1881 inclusive: 

COLORED POPULATION. 

1861 97birthji 90 marriagcis 109 deaUui. 

1888. 06birth8 23 marrUges 90 deatlui. 

1868 78 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 ({9 births 85 marriages 131 deaths. 

1866. 87 births 61 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 124 births 65 marriagoa 128 deaths. 

1887 144 births 61 marriages 106 deaths. 

1868. 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 136 births 70 marriages 188 deaths. 

1870 158births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

1872 171 births 76 marriages 184 deaths. 

1878 168 births 60 marriages 160 deaths. 

1874 170 births 80 marriages 151 deaths. 

1875 156 births 76 marriages . . 160 deaths . 

1878 170 births 59 marriages 156 deathr. 

1877 168 births 64 marriages 160 deaths. 

1878 172 births 80 marriages 156 deaths. 

1879 150 births 61 marriages 168 deaths. 

1880 140births 76 marriages 153 deaths. 

1881 192births 84 marriages 186 deaths. 

Total 2,988 births 2,846 marriages , 2.912 deaths. 

The number of colored births, and the number of deaths of persons 
of color in Rhode Island, in 1881, were the largest ever recorded, and 
the number of marriages the largest of any year, with one exception. 

It will be noticed that, during the twenty-one years, the number of 
births of children of color have exceeded the deaths of colored persons 
by only twenty-six. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 1881. 



The statistics of the causes of death in Rhode Island, in 1881, will 
be found in Tables VIII, IX, X and XII. The whole number of 
deaths, as previously stated, was 5,016. The number of which the 
cause of death was reported was 4,669, and the number of which the 
cause was not stated was 347. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths in 1881, in each 
larger division of the State, and the number and proportion in each 
division of which the cause was unknown: 

Table XLVII. 



1881. 



Number of deaths 
Cause not stated. . 

One In 











v 


V 


a 




• 


V * 


.^iS 


o . . 


c 


o . 


2- 
204 


Kent 
County 


Newpoi 
County 
Towns. 


Newpor 

City. 


Providen 
County 
Towns 


F 

2,145 


267 


380 


127 


253 


1,681 


1 


26 


10 
12.7 


24 


280 


16 


41 


304.0 


13.0 


10.6 


7.8 


148.0 


6.6 



s 

OQ 



6,016 
847 



14.4 



There is still cause for complaint that the parties, whose duty it is 
to make prompt returns of death, before the burial or removal of the 
decedent, (see Public Statutes, Chap. 85, Sec. 8) neglect to perform 
that duty. In no other way can the large number of returns of death 
received from some towns, stating the cause of death was unknowtiy 
be accounted for. It is not reasonable to believe that one in every 
six, eight or ten decedents died without the physician or any other 
person having a knowledge of the cause of death. In the city of 
Providence the number of deaths returned with statement of cause 
unknown was, in 1881, in the proportion of one in every 143 decedents. 
In Bristol county, in the same year, there was one in every 204 dece- 
dents. Now is it probable that there could be, in Providence county 



^U^^^^^rTBtS^lS^SsiMItATIO^Sw^^^^llffll^l 


lowns, one deulh in every eight or \<iSB, iind in Waahington county one 
in every seven or leaa, and nobody know wliat disease or circumBtauce 
caused the deatli? 

The rcitaou is, thiit tlie nndertiikers or other persons who conduct ii 
fnnerttl, do not make roturus ot death ttt time of death, and that, 
when the return is made, it does not have the physician's certificate, 
and the circiirastanees attending the decease are forgotten by tlie 
person making thf return. ^^^M 


^^1 


Showing the proportion of deaths reported, with " cause «nil;no«^^^H 
in each Division of the State, and in the whole Stale, in eaef^^^^ 


of the last nitieleen years, from 1863 to 1881 inclusive. ^^^ 
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By the above Table it will be aeon that, of the larger populations of 1 
the State, Bristol county alone has, in any year, returned the cuuse of 1 
death of every decedent. In this county full retunis of cauaea of 1 
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death have been reported in four of the nineteen years. It fails to be 
understood why the same completeness may not be attained in other 
counties^ except on the supposition of neglect of duty and violation 
of law. 

The following summary will show the average proportion of all 
deaths reported with cause unknown, to whole number of deaths, in 
each of the several divisions, during the last nineteen years: 

Brietol Coanty ...One death, ecnue vnknotpn^ in every 49.8 decedents. 

Kent County One death, cause unknown^ in every 16.8 decedents. 

Newport Coanty One death, cau&e unkrunon^ in every 18.6 decedents. 

Providence County Towns One death, catise unknown^ in every 9.6 decedents . 

Providence City One death, cauM unJbiotrn, in every 98.0 decedents. 

Washington Coanty One death, cawe unknoum, in every 19.5 decedents. 

Whole State One death, catMtfunihunrn, in every 17.6 decedents. 

During the ten years, 1863 to 1872 inclusive, the average annual 
proportion, in Providence county towns, was one death of cause 
unknown in every 7.8, or one-half of one per cent, smaller than in 
the year 1881. During the last nine, 1873 to 1881 inclusive, the 
proportion has, however, been reduced somewhat, that is, to an annual 
average of one in every 11.5. 

In the whole State the average proportion of causes of death 
unknown to whole number, 1863 to 1872 inclusive, was one in every 
14.8, and during the last nine years, 1873 to 1881 inclusive, one in 
every 20.6. 

The figures show improvement, but it should have been much 
greater, 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths in Rhode Island, 
from each of thirteen principal causes, showing the order in regard to 
number, in each of the last three years, and also in the aggregate of 
deaths for twenty-five years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, 
to December 31st, 1877: 



lU 



TWENTY-NINTH REGI8TEATI0N REPORT. 



[1881- 



Table XLIX. 

Showing the order in regard to number of decedents from thirteen 

principal causes of death. 



1881. 



Whole Number. . . .6,016 



1880. 



Whole Namber .... 4,889 



1879. 



June l8t, 18B8, to Dec. 

81 St, 1877— S5 yrs. 7 mos. 



Consumption 706 Consumption 643 

Pneumonia and | 
Conges, of Lungs 887 Scarlatina. 468 

! Pneumonia and 
Heart, Diseases of.. 864! Conges, of Lungs 864 



Whole Number.... 4,478; Whole Namber... 77,399 



Old Age. 



847 Old Age 878 



Cholera Infantum. . 840 

Diphtheria 816 

Brain, Diseases of . . 179 

Apoplexy 146 

Cancer 145 

Fevers, Typhoid, 

&c 143 



Cholera Infantum . . 847 

Heart, Diseases of. . 831 

Apoplexy and 

Paralysis 816 

I 

' Fevers, Typhoid, 

Ac 158 

Diphtheria 162 

Accidents 1^ 



Consumption 637 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 811 



Scarlatina. . 811 

Diphtheria 860 

880 

Old Age 880 

Heart, Diseases of.. 808 
Cholera Infantum. . 161 



Apoplexy and 
Paralysis. . . . 



Consumption 13,687 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 4,436 



Accidents 142 Convulsions, Ac. . . 183 



Scarlatina. , 



138! Cancer 126 



Convulsions 102 Croup. 



Cancer (all kiiids).. 186 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 123 



Convulsions, Ac.. . . 104 



Old Age 4,163 

Cholera Infantum. 4,008 

Scarlatina. 8,850 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
Ac 2,968 

Heart, Diseases of. 2,829 

Apoplexy and 
Paralysis 2,579 

Accidents (all 
kinds) 2,849 

Dysentery 1,975 

Diphtheria. 1,7«8 



Convulsions and 
Accidents 108 Fits 1,648 



66 Croup 96 



Croup. 



1,580 



More than one-quarter of all the deaths that occur in Rhode Island 
are caused by diseases of the lungs and respiratory passages. 

Of these, consumption is by far the most destructive. It has stood 
at tlie head of the list of the most prominent causes of death during 
the whole period of registration. 

Next to consumption, pneumonia has been the most active destroyer 
of human life. With but two exceptions pneumonia has, in every 
year, been second on the list of principal causes. 

With the other more prominent causes of death the order, in regard 
to largest number, varies more or less from year to year. 

An examination of Table XLIX will show that, in 1880, scarlatina 
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was second on the list of principal causes, and that in 1881 it had 
dropped to the twelfth place. 

Diphtheria, which held the fourth place in 1879, dropped to the 
ninth in the order in 1880, and rose again to the sixth place in 1881. 

Cholera infantum stands fourth in the order of principal causes, in 
the series of twenty-five years, but became only the eighth in 1879, 
rising to the fifth place in 1880 and in 1881. 

Diseases of the heart and diseases of the brain have been gradually 
increasing in importance as causes of death; diseases of the heart 
taking the third place in the order in 1881, and diseases of the brain 
taking the seventh place. 

Croup has diminished in importance as a cause of death. 
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COMMENTS. 

In the following remarks upon the various principal causes of death 
in Rhode Island, during the year 1881, an alphabetical order will be 
followed, as presented in Table L. 

DEATHS FROM ACCIDENTS. 

The number of deaths from accidental causes of all kinds, reported 
in Rhode Island in 1881, was 142. This number is 40 more than in 
1879, and 5 more than in 1880. 

Of these 142 deaths, 16 were from burns and scalds; 29 by disowning; 
19 from falls; 9 from poisoning; 20 from railroad accidents, and 49 
from various accidents too numerous to specify. 

Of the whole number of deaths by accidents, 100 were males, and 42 
were females; 57 were of American, and 85 were of foreign parentage. 

^t will be noticed how much larger the proportion of males is than 
that of females; that is, 70 per cent, of male decedents, to 30 per cent, 
of female decedents. Of parentage, 60 per cent, was of foreign, and 
40 per cent, of American. 

The number of deaths in each quarter of the year was as follows: 

Fi rat Quarter 82 Second Quarter 61 

Third Quarter 31 Fourth Quarter 28 

Total 142 

In regard to periods of life, the decedents from accidental causes 
were divided as follows: Under 5 years, 29; 5 and under 10, 11; 
between 10 and 20, 16; between 20 and 40, 34; between 40 and 60, 27; 
over 60, 21; and one, age not stated. 

In regard to sectional divisions of the State, 5 of the deaths from 
accidental causes were in Bristol county; 14 in Kent county; 11 in 
Newport county; 5 in Washington county, and 107 in Providence 
county. In Providence county, w'ith less than 72 per cent, of the 
whole population of tlie State, there was 75 per cent, of the whole 
number of deaths from accidents, and in Providence city, with about 
38 per cent, of tlie population of the State, there w^as about 37 per 
cent, of the deaths from the same causes. 

The whole number of deaths from accidental causes, in 1881, in 
proportio?i to the whole mimher of deaths from specified causes, in the 
State, was about 3 j)er cent.; the extremes of proportion in whole 
number, from accidental causes, were 9.8 per cent, in Kent county, 
and 3.5 }>er cent, in Washington and Bristol counties. 
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PROPORTION TO POPULATION. 

In proportion to population the accidental deaths were as follows: 

Bristol County One in every 2,277 of the population . 

Kent County One in every 1,471 of the population . 

Newport County One in every 2,197 of the population. 

Providence County Towns One in every 1,691 of the population. 

Providence City , One in every 2,016 of the population. 

Washington County One in every 4,499 of the population. 

Whole State One in every 1,947 of the population. 

APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

The number of deaths reported in Rhode Island, in 1881, caused by 
apoplexy and paralysis, was 244. 

This number is 29 more than in the preceding year, and 24 more 
than in 1879. 

The following Table will present some of the natural and local 
relations of these causes of death, during the last seventeen years: 
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Table LI. 



Showing the whole number and percentage of the Dealfts in the Stale, 

frotn Apoplexy and Paralysis combined; and also the Sex and 

Parentage of the Decedents from these causes, and the 

number of the same in each of the Counties, 

from IStiS to 1S81 iticlusive. 



Total Gd.SfiS 3.GU 3.81 



APOPLEXY AND PARALT8IS. 



< I 

3 § 
31 h 



]li if ii 



in: 



1,384 1,32} i.ee? ««: 



There wiis a slight iiici-oiise in the percentage of deulli^ from apoplexy 
and iiaralysiii, in pnniurliuii to the whole uumher of deaths in 18SI , 
US compai-cd \v th ilic; previous year. This is iu accordance with tli«? 
rule established by more tlian twenty years of registration. 

From less than three per cent., in 1865, tlie proportion has gradually" 
increased until, during the last three years, it has been nearly five peK~ 
cent. 
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It will be noticed, by reference to the columns of parentnge, that 
the increased proportion has been almoBt entii-ely in the class of 
foreign parentage. 

Table LII. 

Showing the ages of Decedents from Apoplexy and Paralysis, in each 

of the last seventeen years. 
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Apoplexy, as a cause of death, is almost wholly limited to advanced 
l>eriods of life. Paralysis, from lesions or disturbances of function 
of the nervous system, may occur in earlier periods of life, and 
therefore find a place in the above Table. Some physicians almost 
invariably certify to a death primarily from apoplexy, if the death 
does not occur immediately, as a death caused by paralysis. It may 
be assumed that a very large percentage of deaths of jiersons over 
fifty years of age, reported as caused by paralysis, were In reality 
caused by apoplexy. 
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It may be of interest to show the proportion of deaths from apoplexy 
and paralysis, in 1881, to the population of the different sections of 
the State in 1880. 

PROPORTION TO POPULATION. 

BriBloI County One In every GTOperaonB. 

Kent Conn ty One in every 1,872 penons. 

Newport Coonty One in every 967 persons. 

Providence Coonty, Towns One in every 1,880 persons 

Providence City One In every 1,088 persons. 

Washington County One In every 1,406 persons. 

Whole state One in every 1,183 persons. 

It will not fail to be noticed how large the proportion of deaths, in 
Bristol and Newport counties, was to the population of each, as 
compared with the proportions to population of Kent county, Provi- 
dence county towns and Washington county. 

BRAIN, DISEASES OF. 

ft 

In Table L, under the head of ''Diseases of the Brain," are included 
all those reported as "Cerebral Meningitis," " Cerebritis," "Conges- 
tion," "Inflammation," and "Diseases of the Brain." 

The number of decedents from these several causes, grou})cd under 
the head of "Diseases of the brain," was 139, in 1878; 157, in 1879; 
161, in 1880; and 179, in 1881. The proportion to whole mortality 
in the State was 3.72 per cent, in 1879, 3.49 per cent, in 1880, and 
3.57 in 1881. Of the 179 decedents, 100 were males, and 79 were 
females. In regard to parentage, 82 were of American, and 97 of 
foreign parentage. 

The deaths in the different seasons of the year were as follows: 

First Quarter 85 Second Quarter 58 

Tliird Quarter 46 Fourth Quarter 40 

Total 179 

In relation to the periods of life, 84 of the deaths were of children 
under 5 years of age, or nearly 50.0 per cent, of the whole number. 

CANCER. 

Cancer was reported as the cause of 145 deaths in 1881. The term 
"Cancer" includes all the different varieties. 

The number of decedents fi'om tliis cause, in 1880 and in 1879, 
was 125 in each year. 
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The percentage of whole number of deaths, in 1881, was 2.90, as 
against 2.96 in 1879, and 2.72 in 1880. 

The varieties of cancer, as reported, may be found in Tables VI 11 
and IX, on pages 16, 17, 22 and 23. They were classed {is follows: 
Cancer in various general localiiies, or cancer (various), 80; cancer of 
the breast, 16; of the stomach, 27; of the uterus, 22. 

In 1881 the deaths from cancer, in the several seasons of the year, 
were as follows: 

First Quarter 42 Second Quarter 3S 

ThirdQuarter 88 Fourth Quarter 33 

Total 145 

CHILD-BIRTH. 

Cases of death are reported as having been caused by child-birth, 
without stating whether from hemorrhage, convulsions, nervous shock, 
local injury or what. As child-birth was the primary cause, the im- 
mediate cause is not necessarily important. Under the J\ead of 
*X'hild-birth," therefore, are included puerperal fever, puerperal 
convulsions, and whatever causes that can only occur as the result of 
child-birth. 

The number reported in 1881 was 60; 32 of which were from the 
immediate effects of child-birth, without specifying particular cause, 
6 from puerperal convulsions, and 22 from puerperal fever. 

Of the 32 decedents from the immediate effects of child-birth, 15 
were of American, and 17 were of foreign parentage; of the 6 from 
puerperal convulsions, 4 were of American, and 2 of foreign parent- 
age; of the 22 from puerperal fever, 7 were of American, and 15 of 
foreign parentage. 

Of the whole number, 26 were of American, and 34 of foreign 
parentage. 

In the different seasons of the year they occurred as follows: 

First Quarter 23 Second Quarter 18 

ThirdQuarter 12 Fourth Quarter 7 

Of the decedents, 3 were under 20 years of age, 26 between 20 and 
30, 25 between 30 and 40, and the remaining 6 over 40 years of age. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

The number of deaths reported as caused by cholera infantum, in 
iSSl, was 240. 

This number is smaller by 7 tlian that of the previous year, as may 
seen by reference to Table LIII. 
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This disease, as a cause of death, largely diminished in importance 
during the years 1878 and 1879, but during the last two years has 
again assumed an importance approaching that of 1876 and 1877, 
although, at that, considerably less than in some years previous to 
1876. 

During the five years, from 1872 to 1876 inclusive, the number of 
deaths in Hhode Island, from cholera infantum, was 1,509; during 
the five years from 1877 to 1881 inclusive, the number was 1,075. 

The proportions to the- whole number of deaths were about as 
follows: 

Five years. Five years. 

187«-1876. 1877-1881. 

Cholera Infantam 7.1 per cent T. 4.6 per cent. 

Of the 240 decedents, in 1881, 130 were males and 110 females; 102 
were of American, and 138 of foreign parentage: 185 were under the 
age of one year, 44 were between 1 and 2 years of age, and 11 between 
2 and 3 years of age. 

In regard to season, three deaths were reported in February; four 
in April; three in May; three in June; 200, or about 80.0 per cent., 
in the months of July, August and September, and 27 during the rest 
of the vear. 

The following Table shows the whole number of reported deaths 
from cholera infantum; the sex and parentage of the decedents, in 
each of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last seventeen 
years: 
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Table LIII. 



YEARS. 



18G5 

1868 

18(J7 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875 

1876 

itsn 

1878 

1879 

1890 

1881 

Total, 17 yeare. 



PARBMTAOB. 




CHOLERA INFANTUM. 



1,897 1,749 



109; 188 

I 
102 188 

____! 

1,653| 1,993 
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It will be seen that cholera infantum was the cause of 3,646 deaths, 
during the last seventeen years, of which 1,897 were males, 1,749 
were females. 

There were 1,653 of American parentage, and 1,993 of foreign 
parentage, or about 120 foreign to each 100 of American. 



CONSUMPTION. 

The number of deaths caused by consumption, in 1881, was 706. 
This is much the largest number ever reported in Rhode Island in 
any single year. 

Although the number is considerably larger than in any previous 
year, the proportion to the whole number of deaths, from given causes, 
is less than in many previous years, as may be seen in Table LIV. 

16 



The avpriige auniiul proportjou of a period of twenty yeare. preTJoos 
to 1880, wae lfi.84 per ccDt. The proportion in 1881 woe Ib.Vi per 
cent.. 

Sex. — Of the 70B deuths from consumption, in 1881, 308 were maleB, 
ant) 398 were females. There were 139 female decedents to each 100 
male decedents; or 43.6 males, aud oH.i females in each 1U0 decedents. 

There are, in every year, a considerably larger niimlier uf female 
decedents, from confiumption, than of male decedents. 

During the tea years from 187^ to 1881, inclusive, tbe number of 
reported deaths from constimpCton, in Bhode Island, woe 6,333. 0( 
this number 2,792 were males, and 3,541 were females. 

There were, therefore, 127 females to each 100 male decedents; or 

44.1 males and 55.9 females in each 100 decedents. 
Purenlaije.~Ot the 70(1 decedents from consumption, in 1881, 377 

were of American pareriUtge, and 429 of foreign paientage. 

Tbe proportions were 155 of foreign to each 100 of American 
parentage; or 39.2 decedents of American parentage, and CO. 8 dece- 
dents of foreign, in each 100. 

The proportion of foreign parentage is much larger than ever 
jireviously reported. 

During the ten years from 187^ to 1881, inclusive, the whole num- 
ber of deaths from consumption, as reported, was ii,333. Of this 
number 2,963 were of American, and 3.370 were of foreign parentage. 

Tbe proportions were, therefore, as follows: 113.7 of foreign paren- 
tage to each 100 of American; or 4ti.8 of American paitmtage, and 

63.2 of foreign in each 100 decedents 

During the five years from 1877 to 1881, inclusive, the whole imm- 
ber of deaths from consumption was 3,323. Of that number 1,434 
were of American, and 1,888 were of foreign parentage. 

There were 132 decedents of foreign jiarentago to each 100 of 
American; or 43.2 American, and 5ti.8 foreign in each 100 decedents. 

Season. — During the year 1881 the largest number of deaths from 
consumption, in any (piarterly [leriod, occurred in the third quarter. 
This ciroumstance is not in accordance with the rule of many years. 

The following summary will show tbe number in each fjunrterly 
period; 

Flrel liiunw 175 Swuml Qiirirwi in 

TbifdliuiirUr IM Foiirlh Qil.rwr „ «». 



Contrary to rule, also, wiw tbe occurrence uf the largest monthly 
number of deaths in August. Following August in the order of 
largest mortality were January, May, March, April and July. 
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In 1881, 377, or more than 53 per cent, of the whole number of 
deaths from consumption, were of persons between twenty and forty 
years of age. In order to show more concisely the relation of age to 
mortality, the following synopsis is presented : 

Age. No. of Deaths. 

Under 10 years of age 82 

Between 10 and 80 years 84 

Between SO and 80 years 285 

* 

Between 80 and 40 years 142 

Between 40 and fiO years 76 

Between 50 and 70 years 106 

Over 70 years 31 

Total 706 

The distribution of mortality from consumption, in the different 
sections of the State, is very unequal, not only in the percentage to 
the whole number of deaths in each section, but also in proportion to 
the population. 

The following Table shows the total deaths from all reported know?i 
causes, with the number and percentage of deaths from consumption, 
in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State, 
in each of the last sixteen years, and in the aggregate for a period of 
twenty years, from 1860 to 1879 inclusive: 
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Tlie changes that occur from year to year, in the diffureiit div 
of Ihc StHte, iu regard to the unmber of specified causes of death, 
and the number and jtercvntuge from couaumjitiun, arc concisely 
shown in Table LIV. 

The }iro|iortion of deaths from consumption, during 1881, to all 
deaths from given canines, was less in every division of the State, with 
the exoeplion of Newport county, than the average during the period 
of twenty years. 

In comparison with the previous year, there were various phnngea. 

In BriiStol county the proportion was 1S,31 per cent., as against 
9.09 per cent, in 1880. In I8CG the pro|>ortioD in this county wm 
19.11) per cent. The average of twenty years was 13.45 per cent. 

Kent county reports the lowest proportion, iu 1881, that was ever 
recorded. The niLio was 11.20 jter cent., which is less thun two- 
thirds the average projwrtion of twenty years. In 18fi8 and 1871 the 
proportions were more than twice as large. 

Newport county presents a, percentage slightly in excess of the 
average of twenty years. The ratio was 14.74 jwr cent., ua against 
10.49 percent, in lft80. 

Providence county towns Hhow a proportion of 15.16 per cent,, as 
against 17.95 per cent, for the twenty year i>eriod. In 18C7 the ratio 
was 33.28 per cent. 

Providence city shows the least variation of any section presented 
iu Table LIV. In 1881, however, the percentage was larger than in 
any year since 1870. But the ratio of 1881, which was 1G.16 per 
cent., is less than the average of twenty years. During the five years 
preceding 1871 the average proportion was 19.09 per cent. During 
the ten years from 187'^ to 1881 inclusiTc, the proportion was 15,03 
per cent. 

Washington county has usually a large percentage of mortality 
from consumption, but during the last two years the proportion has 
greatly lessened. The lessened ratio has not been made by a larger 
number of deatlis from other causes, bat from a largely diminished 
number of deaths from consumption. 

During the ten years from 1870 to 1879, inclusive, the number of 
deaths from consumption, in Washington county, was 488, op an 
annual average of about 49. 

In 1880 the number was 33, and iu 1881 the number was 30. 

The proportion in 1881 was 13.27 per cent., and the proportion 
during twenty years previous to 1880 whs 19.08 per cent. 

There has also been a gradually lessening proportion of deaths from 
consumption in tlie whole Stiite, during the last quarter of a century. 
The fluctuations of percentage one year with another, during the 
period of diminishing proportions, have been small in degi-ee. 
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During the ten years from 1862 to 1871, inclusive, the] average 
annual proportion of deaths from consuniption was 18.33 per cent. 

During the ten years from 1872 to 1881, inclusive, the average 
annual proportion was 15.05 per cent. 

It will be noticed that the proportion of the whole State, 15.12 per 
cent., is less than that of the period of twenty years. 

CONSUMPTION. PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

It will be understood that the preceding remarks have been in 
relation to the proportion of deaths from consumption, to the whole 
number of deaths from all specified causes. 

It may be of interest to ascertain the proportion of deaths from 
consumption, to the population, in the different divisions of the State. 

The results of 1879, 1880 and 1881 are based on the enumeration of 
the United States census of 1880. 

The results of the long period of nineteen years, and the periods of 
five years each, are based on the semi-decennial enumerations of 
population, by the State and National censuses. 



1879. 



Total Deaths 
from Consumption. 

Bristol County 16 

Kent County 88 

Newport County 45 

Providence Connty, Towns 197 

Providence City 298 

Washington County 48 



Of population 
one in every 

718 

642 



Of the 
population. 

.or 1.40 in each 1,000 

or 1.84 in each 1,000 



.538 or 1.86 in each 1,000 

.478 or 8.11 in each 1,000 

858 or 2.80 in each 1,000 

.470 or 2.18 in each 1,000 



1880. 



ToUl Deaths 
from Consumption. 

Bristol Connty .' 19 

Kent Connty ^...46 

Newport County 84 

Providence County, Towns 189 

Providence City 822 

Washington County 88 



Of population 
one in every 

599 

468 

711 

496 

328 

681 



Of the 
population. 

.or 1.66 in each 1^000 

.or 2.18 in each 1,000 

or 1.40 in each 1,000 

.or 8.03 in each 1,000 

or 8.07 in each 1,000 

.or 1.50 in each 1,000 
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ToUl D«ll» or po|>ulalli>D Of 4l^^^^| 








BtUWICMDty M «H or t.lBln ■Wttfli^^ 




KBnlCwiiitr » ..wa or... ... 1.75 In «ch I.«B 




Newpiirt Cop Illy . fli ....*T0 ... or ... t.l« in ncli 1.1X10 




PrOVlilM.ce founlT. Town. WO W ot >.W In e»b l,(m 










si.i.> rw »i or « 5fl in ™di i.nnn 




1860-1878. 




NINKTEBN ^^^| 




Vi.':ir)y uvvni)^-. Yi'srly atviuSL: ^^^^^m 




No. of dralhi. Of mpillilloD Of Iha ^^^ 




Consumpilpn. one lu evory popuiMlon. 




BrtitolContny.., .. SH ,...,. MS or SSB iii mch I.ODO 




KmlCouiily tSB «» or 8.« in -K^h 1.000 




Newport (^n "^7 ■ <aT . ... . IW .or 9.03 in nrti !.«» 




ProrWenofCoiiiiir. Town.. ,. .IW.a «a or »,«ln<MhI.«» 




PnjtldcBCu Cllj S»9.n M9 or 1.ST tn «t:h l,<na 




WMhiiiglonCounly.. 42.0 OB or 2.81 In nrli IJ1C» 




5y»c., fiy»r.. 6 ycr.. H y».c. 




lM^-l«6y. ]8n)-iB74. i)t;&-ini. ikio-irsi. 




Of pnpnlntlon Of ]>opii1*llon Ot populition Of po[.QlaIlili 




uD^ it. uvrry ow lu every oiw 111 <imj oue In rmf 




Briilol Connty m ITI SB Ht 








NewportConnly 410 HM tm ■» i 




ProvHI«iiCBCounl».Towiu37<( «* WT ...-^wM'^l 

Praviaence City «7 m M .^It'll 






WHhlmtWn Connly 461 «1 3H M 1 




Sfte Mi MS m m 1 




The changeB that occur, from year to year, in the proportion at the 
deaths from cofiBiimption to the population of the iJillereiit divisiuiw 
of tlip Stato, are very clearly aliowri in the eiimmaiies of tlic three 
single years, that \e, 187U, 1880 and 1881. 

Thus it will be Been that Bristol county varied from one detitli bj 
consumption in every Tia of the popnlatiou, in 18~fl, to one in evwy 
59D in 1880, and one in every 456 in 1881. Kent county varied frajv 
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one in every 542, in 1879, to one in 458 in 1880, and one in every 572 
in 1881. It is evident that tlic results of single years are quite 
inconclusive, as regards the relative or absolute liability to consump- 
tion, of any division or population of the State. 

But the ]n-o])ortion8 to jiojmlation, jis ascertained by the averages 
of a series of years, afford conclusions which, if not absolutely exact, 
are, at least, very closely approximate thereto. 

In comparing the proportions of one division with another, there is 
a possibility of small error from the difference of movements in the 
population of the divisions, tliat is, the ra])idity of increase or decrease 
of i)opulation. 

In each of the live year i)eriods the proj)ortions are slightly larger 
than the actual i)opulation would warrant, the i)roportions being based 
upon the population jiccording to the semi decennial enumerations of 
the years, with which each of the periods commenced. 

CONSUMITION. PROPORTION TO POPl'LATIOX BY PARENTAGE. 

On a jH'evious i)age, there were given the proportions of death from 
consumption in the two general.classes of parentage; that is, Ameri- 
can and foreign. The proportions there given and the comparisons 
made, were of the absolute number of deaths in each chiss from con- 
sumption, in relation to the combined or total i)opulation. 

It is now proposed to give tlie pro])ortions of mortality from con- 
sumption, in each chiss of parentage, in relation to the separate 
population of each. 

The proportions are given for three periods of live years each, 
extending from 1865 to 1879 inclusive; and one period of two years, 
1880 and 1881; and are based on the population of each class at the 
commencement of each period. 

Persons who were the children of mixed marriages (i. e. American 
father and foreign mother, or vice versa) are classed with the parentage 
of the fathers. 

Deaths, by parentage, did not have separate consideration in the 
general reports previous to 1865. 

The populations of the two classes, at the commencement of the 
periods taken, were respectively as follows: 

1865. 1870. 1875. 1880. 

American Pareutage 117,816 134,591 134,722 139.117 

Foreign ParenUge 67,649 92,762 123,617 137,414 

The number of deaths from consumption in each class of i>oi)ulation 
respectively, in each term of years, were as follows: 

17 
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186&-1860. 1870-1874. 1875-lflr70. 1880-1881. 

No. deaths from No. deaths from No. deaths from No. deaths from 
Consamption. Consamption. Consnmptloii. Consumptioii. 

Amerlcaa Parentage 1,675 1,607 1,499 664 

Foreign Parentage 1,114 1,801 1,780 784 

The following summary will show the mortality from consumption 
in each class, in proportion to the population of each: 

5 years, 6 years, 5 years, S years, 

1865-1860. 1870-1874. 1876-1879. 1880-1881. 

DEATHS FROM CONSUMPTION 

Of population. One in every One in every One in every One in every 

Of American Parentage. 872 418 449 499 

Of Foreign Parentage 808 866 847 861 

It will not fail to be observed how regularly the proportions of 
mortality from consumption, in the population of American parentage, 
have diminished during the last seventeen years. It will also be 
observed that the proportions of mortality from consumption, in the 
population of foreign parentage, diminished from the first to the 
second period, since which time the proportions in that population 
have not materially changed. 

The variations of the proportions of the mortality from consump- 
tion, in tjie two classes of population, may be presented in a different 
and perhaps clearer way, as follows: 

5 years, 6 years, 5 years, 2 years, 

1866-1869. 1870-1874. 1876-1879. 1880-1881. 

NUMBER OF DEATHS FROM COM SUMPTION 

Of population. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. 

Of American Parentage 26.8 24.2 22.8 20.2 

Of Foreign Parentage 88.0 28.1 26.0 28.6 

X oiai A opui&iion. ............ »^oti ...• ........ . .•o.v. ............. 2fo.«. ............ .sjs.if 

From the above statistics the inference is unavoidable that consump- 
tion, as a cause of death in Ehode Island, has gradually diminished 
since 1865. The facts shown by the statistics reasonably warrant the 
following conclusions: 

1. That consumption, in the total population of Rhode Island, 
has gradually lessened in frequency of occurrence, or that medical 
treatment has been more successful in its cure. 

2. That the lessened frequency, or moi*e successful treatment of 
coiisuniption, has been confined almost exclusively to the population 
of American parentage. 
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That l.lic proportion of mortality from eoiisumptioii Ims al 
sen larger, in the ])0])utatiuii of foreiga parentage. 

That the mortality from consumption, in the cluss of foreign 1 
nrentage, has not diminished in proportion to the popnlutioit of the ] 

■ nme parentage, during the last twelve years. 

The following extract, from the lato report of the city registrar o( J 

■ Providence, presents statistics and remarks, in respect to niorialitj | 
from consumption in that city, ijuite in conformity witli tlie foregoing; J 

" But the true rate of mortality from consumption, in the two classes -l 

t the population, is best shown by a dtrett comimrisori of the number J 

' laths with the actual population. At four dilTerent periods, la J 

providence, we have had censuses showing the parentage of the! 

lopulation; and at the same periods we have had full and accurate | 

reports of the decedents from consumption, by parentage. Taking 1 

I periods, and comparing the decedents from cousnmption hy 1 

li-entage with the population by {lareutage. we find the following j 

tBvilts for the city of Providcnc«: 

Popolallon o( Aumrtcnn pKnDbigs. 

., Onu denlli frum conianiptlun in MSJi. 

One clcsUi from consntnplioii in 310.1. 

One deBlh from consumption )D IID.O. 

, Ooe deatb rroni cou>nm|iUan In 4X3. 

Popnladon oF Foreign pirenU^. 

One death from conaumplion In Wa.S. 

One d«iih ttojB connninpilon In aiS.S. 

One death floni consnniptlon in Wa.4. 

One dntli [(om conrjoiptlon iu MS.U. 

ToUl popalHllon. 

One dcatli troui eoiifanipllan In M. 

One dnth rioni coniumptioD Id HO, 

One death from commmpiioD In S3«. 

One deRlh Fioa conaumptlon in 3M. 

S'hese figures show the following important facts; 

J. In the population of American parentage in Providence there 
•**»•« been a very remarkable change in the mortality from consump- 
^*«:>n, during the la^t twenty-five ycltvs. In IS'iti there was. in tliia 
t**>pulation, one death from consumption in 2G8.2; in 1880 "there was 
****ly one death in 435.'^. This deci-easo, as seen from the figures, hu« 
2&*n continumis during the whole period. 
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3. Ill the population of foreign paventage, in Provitlence, thi- rate 
of mortalily from consumption Iiaa clniiiged only very slightly iu the 
last tweuty-flvc veiti^. In 18!)<> tlie rate w:is one death in 2C2.fi of 
the population; in 1880 it was one in 268.0; and during tliiB time it 
has been both slightly higher and lower than these rates. Tbo ratu 
of mortality from consumption, among the )>upnlation of foreign 
]>aroiitago, in 1880, was utmost pit-cisely the sumo »& the v&\e in the 
pcipnlnfiriri of Anierlciin pjireiituge in 185f!," 

COXSL-UITIOX IN MASSACUUSETTS. 

Consumption as a cause of death has, as far back iu yours as com- 
parative registration of deaths reaches, shown a larger mortality in 
proportion to the i>o]iulutiou, in Massuchu setts, tiian it has in Rhode 
Island. The jjroportioDs of the sexes of the tlecodents from that 
caiiBu, in the two States, have not largely vai'ied. 

The following summary will show tlie proportion of deaths, from 
consumjition, to the living ]>opuIatiiin in Mussuclmsetts, during the 
different years named: 



It will he seen that tho proportional mortality, from consumption. 
las diminished verv considerably in Masaacliuactts, since 1865. 



There were 101 decedents fmm croup, in Bhode Island, in IS81. 
The number is larger than ever before reported, with one exception. 
In 1876 the number was 102. 

Of tlie 101 decedents from croup, 45 were malea;' and 50 were 
females. The proportions were 80 males to each 100 females. 

There were ;f8 decedents of American parentage, and (iS of foreign 
paiTutage. The pro]iortions were a^ IGli of foreign, to each 100 of 
American parentage. 

Of the 101 deatlis from crunji, 91 were of children under .'i years of 
:i^e; jind fil wuro repcu-ted from I'rovidenci' eounty. 

DIPHTUKHIA. 

The number of decedents from diphtheria has varied much more, 
one year with another, than of the decedents from croup. 

The number reported iu 1881 was 216. This number is considerably 
larger than that of the year 1880, wliich was 152. 

Of tbo 216, 100 wore males; and 110 were females. 
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In regard to parentage, 118 decedents were of American; and 98 
were of foreign parentage; or 120 American to each 100 of foreign 
parentage. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

It has been customary to compare these diseases together, in their 
various rehitions, because of some resemblances in their pathological 
developments. 

The following Table has been presented by itself, from year to year, 
for the purpose of affording continuous comparisons of the two 
diseases from 1858, the year in which diphtheria was first reported 
as a cause of death. 

The Table shows the number of deaths and the sex of the decedents 
in Rhode Island, from croup and from diphtheria, in each of the seven 
years, from 1858 to 1864 inclusive: 

Table LV. 



YEARS. 



1858. 

1869. 

1860. 

1861. 

1862. 

1863.. 

1864.. 



Seven years. 



Males. 



CROUP. 



964 



Females. 



253 



Total. 



36 


34 


69 


87 


21 


58 


87 


30 


67 


32 


26 


68 


34 


39 


78 


51 


46 


97 


48 


57 


105 



517 



Males. 

1 

10 
84 
66 
81 
73 
67 

278 



DIPHTHERIA. 



Females. 

5 
10 
48 
74 
50 
88 
03 



357 



ToUI. 

6 

80 

67 

140 

81 

155 

160 

689 



The aggregate number of decedents from diphtheria, during the 
first ^ye years of its prevalence in the State, were exactly the same as 
the total decedents from croup during the same period. During the 
succeeding two years, diphtheria had exceeded croup about fifty per 
cent. 

The following Table gives the number, the sex and the parentage 
of the decedents from croup and from diphtheria, in Rhode Island, 
in each of the last sixteen years, from 1865 to 1880 inclusive: 
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YEARS. 



1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1889 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

Tola], 17 yearu 





Table 


LVI. 
















c 


















ROUP. 






DIPHTHERIA. . 




Deaths. 


8BX. 

1 


PABBNTAOB. 


■ 
OB 
Xi 

1 


BBZ. 


PABBM 

1 


TAOB. 


1 






O 

1 


1 

44 


5 


1 

ca American. 


o 
Em 


1 

a 

82 


I 

i 

"3 
41 


• 

8 

"2 
S 

& 
41 


1 

g American. 


i 


60 


62 


20 


53 


26 


27 


22 


81 


64 


28 


88 


96 


28 


SO 


25 


25 


21 


29 


31 


14 


17 


19 


12 


30 


18 


17 


14 


16 


20 


8 


12 


11 


9 


41 


19 


22 


14 


27 


88 


18 


15 


1 
19 


14 


53 


29 


24 


25 


28 


33 


17 


16 


18 i 


15 


7» 


89 


88 


31 


41 


57 


23 


84 


29; 


28 


66 


87 


29 


17 


49 


48 


24 


24 


85 1 


13 


68 


80 


38 


85 


88 


45 


24 


21 


3S' 

1 


10 


66 


89 


26 


88 


27 


69 


30 


29 


87 1 


23 


96 


53 


43 


48 


53 


33 


17 


16 


'«! 


15 


102 


50 


52 


42 


60 


169 


77 


82 


09 


90 


95 


48 


47 


84 


61 


492 


889 


253 


238 


269 


98 


45 


48 


43 


50 


485 


224 


211 


201 


884 


96 


56 


88 


40 


66 


269 


121 


138 


143 1 


116 


66 


82 


84 


27 


891 


162 


1 

1 73 


79 


75 


77 


101 


45 


66 


88 


63 ■ 

1 


216 


106 


110 


118 j 

1 


98 


1,241 


632 


609 


516 


1 
7^5, 


2,218 

1 


1 
1,082 


1,188 


M58| 


1,060 



The remarkable difference in the number of decedents one year with 
anotlicr, between croup and diphtheria, will hardly fail to be noticed. 
During the last seventeen years the largest number of deaths in any 
year, from croup, was 102, in 1876, and the smallest number was 30, 
in 1868. 

During the same time, the variation in the number of deaths from 
diphtheria, was from 20, in 1868, to 492, in 1877. 

Diphtheria has declined largely in number of decedents since 1877, 
numbering only 152 in 1880, and 216 in 1881. 
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CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. SEX AND PARENTAGE. 

Ot the whole number of decedents from croup, during the twenty- 
four years from 1858 to 1881 inclusive, 896 were males, and 862 were 
females. 

During the seventeen years from 1865 to 1881, inclusive, the num- 
bers were 63'i males and 609 females. It will be seen that, although 
the mortality is largest among the males, the difference in proportion, 
about 104 males to each 100 females, is not large. 

During the same seventeen years the decedents from diphtheria 
numbered 1,082 males, and 1,136 females; or 105 females to each 100 
males, reversing the sex having the largest mortality in croup. 

Of the decedents from croup by parentage, during the same period, 
516 were of American, and 725 were of foreign; or 71 American to 
each 100 of foreign parentage. 

Of the decedents from diphtheria hy parentage, during the same 
l)eriod, 1,158 were of American, and 1,060 were of foreign; or 109 
American to each 100 of foreign parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season, in regard to mortality from croup and 
diphtheria, may be seen in the following Table, continued from last 
year, where these diseases may also be compared with scarlatina, to 
which they bear resemblance in some respects. The Table will give 
the whole number of deaths during the periods named, and the 
average monthly and quarterly percentages of deaths from each 
disease: 
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Table LVII. 



MONTHS. 



January. . . 
February. 
March. ... 



Firat Quarter 



April. 
May.. 
June. 



Second Quarter 



July 

August. . . . 
September 



Third Quarter. 



October... 
November 
December. 



Fourth Quarter 



Totals. 



CROUP. 
]8Sa-l879. 



DIPHTHERIA. 

18S8-1879. 



SCARLATINA. 
1853-1879. 



Number ' i,^,^„t Number p«_«-.„» 
ofDeaths. ^'^"^- , of Deaths. Percent. 



OOQ 
SSeo 

199 
160 

587 

180 
94 
90 

814 

68 

54 

116 

X28 

196 
342 
272 



712 



1,841 



12.88 

10.83 

8.67 

31.88 

7.06 
5.11 
4.89 

17.06 

3.15 
2.92 
6.31 

12.38 

10.76 
18.15 
14.77 

38.68 
100.00 



221 

IGO 
183 

564 

134 
154 
157 

445 

118 



9.13 
6.02 
7.57 

23.32 

5.54 i 

6.36 

6.49 



18.39 



4.88 ! 



145 < 

1 


5.99 


216 


8.93 


479 


19.80 


324 


13.39 


322 


13.32 


285 ' 


U.78 


931 


38.49 


2,419 


100.00 



Number 
of Deaths. 

416 
396 
367 



1,181 

306 
331 
315 

952 

215 
178 
179 

567 



Per cent 

11.06 

10.61 

9.78 



31.47 

a 18 
a7T> 
a89 

25.36 

5.72 
4.7X) 
4.70 

15.12 



250 


6.66 


337 


8.98 


466 


12.41 


1,058 


28.05 


3,763 


100.00 



All examination of the preceding Table will show that season has a 
very decided and unmistakable influence upon the production of 
mortality from the three named diseases, if not upon the prevalence 
of the same. 

More extended comments and observations in relation to the influence 
of season, and the variableness of the influence in the production of 
mortality from the three different diseases, may be found in a j)receding 
Registration Report (the twenty-sevcntli). 

The following Table will show the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-seven years, from 1855 to 1881 inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State, the number and percentage and sex 
of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
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cacih dtrigtoii of tlie State. It Also shows, from 1865 to 1881 iuclusive, 
tlie parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: 

Table LVIII. 



SCARLiTINA. 



I 1 ' 



'AXl 



It I is isi: li ss 
'3«s {sej° is 






a,u4| 

4,BI7 



4,1^ 


m 


MBi 


IK) 


ira. 


80 


^J 


BI 


1,441 


se 


4.47* 


311 


4,889, 


US 


5,01B. 
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DISEASES OF THE HEABT, 

There were 264 decedents in Kliode Island, in 1881, from diseases 
of the heart. 

Of the 20i, 131 were males, and 133 were females. The proportions 
have vorj- seldom been so nearly eqnal. 

In regard to parentage, 154 were of Ameiican parentage, and 110 
were of foreign. 

The proportions were 140 American to each 100 of foreign i^arentago. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last seventeen years, 
1865 to 1881 inclnsive, the whole nnmber of deaths in the State; the 
luinihcr and [wrcentage, and the sex and parentage of the decedents 
from diseases of the heart, and the number of the same in each divisioD 
of the State. 

Table LIX. 
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Of the 2,821 persons deceased from diseases of the heart, in the last 
seventeen years, 1,482 were males, and 1,339 were females; or 52.53 
males and 47.47 females in each 100; or 106.8 males to each 100 
females. 

The disproportions in relation to parentage of the decedents from 
diseases of the heart, during the seventeen years, are quite remarkable. 

Of the 2,821 decedents, during that period, 1,821 were of American 
parentage, and 1,000 of foreign parentage. 

The proportions would therefore stand as follows: 

To every 100 of foreign parentage there were about 182 of American; 
or 64.3 American, and 35.7 of foreign parentage in ejich 100 deaths. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from diseases 
of the heart, in each divisional period of life, in each of the last seventeen 



years: 



Table LX. 



YEARS. 
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The results of seventeen years registration, with record of ages of 
decedents from diseases of the heart, show in periods of twenty years 
of life, the following percentages: 

Under 20 yeare of age 10.5 per cent. 

Between 30 and 40 16.8 per cenL 

Between 40 and 60 26,2 per cent. 

Between 60 and 80 40.6 per cent. 

Over 80 6.1 per cent. 

Not Btated 0.8 per cent 

It will be seen that nearly one half of all the deaths from diseases 
of the heart, were of persons over sixty years of age. 

Diseases of the heart have acquired large importance as a cause of 
death. It wiis third in the order of largest mortality, in 1881. 

PNEU5I0NIA AND CONQESTIOX OF THE LUNGS. 

It is seldom that inflammation of the lungs is not second in the 
order of largest mortality, in any year. 

The number of deaths from this cause, reported in 1881, was 327. 
This number has been exceeded in several previous years. The pro- 
portion to whole number of deaths, in 1881, was 6.5 i)er cent. In 
1875 the proportion was 9.3 per cent. 

Of the 327 decedents from pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, 
177 were males, and 150 were females. The proportions were 118 
males to eacli 100 females. 

By parentage there were 190 of American, and 137 of foreign 
parentage. 

The proportions were 122.8 of American, to each 100 of foreign 
parentage. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last seventeen years, 
the wliole number of deaths reported in Rhode Island; the number 
and the percentage, with tlie sex and the parentage of the decedents 
from pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, and the number in each 
vear, in each division of the State: 
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The difference in the proportions of the sexes of the decedents 
Irom pneumonia, during the period of seventeen years, is not large, 
that 18, 104 females to each 100 males. 

The large proportion of decedents in the male population, during 
1881, was a very unusual occnrrence. 

Of parentage, there were 130 of American, to each 100 of foreign 
liarentage. 

We may reasonably infer, from the facts presented, that, taking 
into consideration the population of each of the classes of sex and 
parentage, the female sex, and the population of American parentage, 
have been more liable to the disease, or that they have been less able 
to resist fatal results. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last seventeen ^ears, the 
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number of decedents in Rhode Island from pncumoniti nod congestion 
of tite luDgs, in cuch uf the several periods of life: 
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Of the whole number of deaths from pneumonia during seventeen 
years, that is, 4,318, there were 1,401 decedents of four years of age 
and under, or 33.3 jior cent. There were, during the same time, 1.371 
decedents of fifty years of age and over. 

These facts do not prove that pneumonia, as tt disease, prevails to 
tlie same extent in persons under five and over fifty years of age, but 
that the very young and the more advanced in life have less reciijH.'r- 
ative vigor, loss vital resistance, and consequently more largely fall 
victims to tlie disease. It is also true that the same physical weakness 
renders the same classes more liable to attacks of pneumonia, and that 
in piQ|M)rtion to the population of each class the prevalence of the 
ilisease is larger in eaeh, than in other periods of life. 



^ OAI78E8 OT DKATH. l^^^^f 

^r TTFBOID ^^^H 
The number of deatlis iii Ehodo Island, in 1881, reported under the ^^H 
general title of "Fevers," was 143. This number is 15 less than in ^^M 
1880, and 20 more than in ISTO. The number includes all reported ^^H 
under the following specific terms: "Biliou8,"a; "Gastric/'S; "Re- ^^H 
inittent,"9: "Intermittent,"!; "Typhoid or Typlms," 115; "Fever," ^^H 
13. It is probable that neitrlif all fevers occurring in Rhode Island ^^H 
lire essentially typhoid, the type being modified by a variety of cir- ^^^| 
cumstances. Of course the term is not designed to cover all febrile ^^^| 
states, dependent on malaria or a variety of acute and chronic inflam- ^^H 
mat ions. ^^^H 
The foUowiug Table shows, for each of the lost seventeen years, the ^^H 
whole number of deaths in the State: the number and the percentage, ^^^H 
and the sex and parentage of the decedents from fevers, and the nnm- ^^H 
ber in each division of the State: ^^H 
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During 1881 the number of decedentB fiom "Fever" was not only 
less than in 1880, but the percentnge to whole number of deaths was 
very coneidembly smaller. 

The proportion of tlie eexes was not in accordance with the rule of 
late years, the number of maies being in excess of females. 

The proportions were 107.2 males, to each 100 females. 

In regjird to parentage, the diSerence was less than in the average 
of years, the proportions standing 107.2 American, to each lOli of 
foreign parentage. 

During the })eriod of seventeen years the projiortions of the sexes 
of the decedents, from "Fever," were 108.4 females, to each 100 
males; or 52 females and 48 males in each 100 decedents. 

During the same period the proi)ortions of the decedents, by paren- 
tage, were 138.4 of American, to each 100 of foreign parentage; or 
58 of American parentage and 43 of foreign, in each 100 decedents. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from fevers, 
in each division of ages, in each of the Inst seventeen years, in the 
Stiit« of Rhode Island: 

Table LXIV. 
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COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 

The following Table shows the percentage of total mortality from 
specified causes, resulting from several prominent causes, as reported 
in 1881, in the whole State, and in the several divisions of the State; 
and also the percentages of the same causes in the whole State, in 
1880 and 1879: 

Table LXV. 



CAUSES OP DEATH. 



• I • 

O^ : tji' 

«3 ! ^5 



Accidents (all kinds) 

Apoplexy and Paralysis. 

Brain, Diseases of 

Cancer 

Cholera Infantum 

Consumption '. ... 

Convulsions and Fits 

Cronp . 

Debility 

Diarrhoea 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Fevers 

Heart, Diseases of 

Hooping Cough 

Hydrocephalus 

Kidneys, Diseases of . . . 

Liver, Diseases of 

Marasmus 

Old Age 



2.47 
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8.38| 
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8.94 i 
4.92,' 
12.82 
2M- 
.99 
8.941 



4.92j 
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.99> 

1.97' 

I 

4.48 



Pneumonia and Congestion of 
the Lungs 



Scarlatina. 



2.46 
8.45 
.96 
8.45 
5.91 

4.93 



4.48 

4.80 

8.52 

3.19 
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.641 
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Newport 
County, 
Towns. 


Newport 
City. 
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1.71 
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4.87 
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4.82 
8.98 
2.90 
5.17 
1.5.16 
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.85 
1.71 



7.661 15.88 
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5.42; 7.99 



6.84 
8.42 



1.75 


8.03 
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2.82 



2.44 

4.74 
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1.74 



2.80 


.89 


1.65 
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8.11 
5.15 
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2.16 
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1.65 
4.68 
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8.05 
6.68' 
1.46 
1.20 
1.69 
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1.11 
5.29 

7.01 
2.96 
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4.67 
8.44 
2.72 
5.48 
14.02 
2.88 
1.45 
3.09 
1.S2 
8.40 
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8.87 
5.03 

.44 
1.01 
2.02| 
1.201 
1.27 
5.96 

7.90 
9.99 



2.48 
6.21 
8.78 
2.96 
3.81 
15.09 
2.47 
2.28 
2.85 
1.26 
6.14 
1.04 
2.70 
4.78 
1.08 
1.86 
1.88 
1.17 
1.16 
5J22 

7.87 
7.87 



It will be understood that the above percentages are not the propor- 
tions to the population of each division, but to the number of deaths 
from named causes in each. 

These percentages vary considerably, from year to year, as might 
reasonably be expected. As, for instance, if there should be the same 
number of deaths from consumption, in any division, for two or more 
consecutive years, the percentages might vary considerably, from the 
increased or decreased number of decedents from other diseases. 

19 
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An examination of the Table will show that accidents were the 
cause of a larger proportional number of deaths, in Newport county 
towns, than in any other division of the State. The absence in those 
towns of large manufacturing industries, where accidents more fre- 
quently hap|>en, would seem to make tlie statement quite imi)robable. 
But the number of accidental deaths in those towns, in 1881, was 
only six. Five of these were from drowning. The whole number of 
deaths, from all known causes, was 117. It will, therefore be readily 
seen that the proportion of 6 to 117 is 5.12 per cent. 

Apoplexy, consumi)tiou, fevers, and old age, also, show larger ])ro- 
portions in those towns, because of the smaller number of deaths from 
cholera infantum, diphtheria, diseases of the heart, scarlatina, &c. 

In proportion to population, the number of deaths from all causes 
is, in nearly if not quite every year, smaller in those towns than in 
any other division of the State. 

An examination of the three hist columns of the Table will show 
the variations that have occurred in the percentages of diseases, during 
the last three years, in the whole State. 

It will be seen that but verv few causes of death have maintained a 
nearly uniform or fixed ratio, and some have varied very largely in 
the whole State, as well juj in the several divisions. 

Of the latter, the disetises that frequently occur ei)idemically are in 
point. Scarlatina shows a very large falling off, that is, from 9.91» 
per cent., in 1880, to 2.00 ])er cent, in 1881. 

Diphtheria increased in })revalence and fatality, during 1881 , showing 
a mortality percentage of 4.G3, as against 3.40 i)er cent, in 1880. 

Diseases of the lieart belong in the lirst named ehiss, as having an 
approximately tixed pro])ortion. But diseases of the heart, though 
not increasing rapidly in regular i)revalence and as a cause of death, 
are nevertheless assuming larger j)roportio]is from year to year. 

The following summary will show tlie changes that have occurred, 
during the last six years, in the percentage of diseases of the heart to 
total mortality from given causes: 



1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


. . . U.tK) • . • . 


5.m.... 


4.78 ... 


3.02.... 


-l.iS.. 


4.25 



DiHeases of the Uetxri 

Taking the whole year, there was no largely increased number of 
fatal diseases prevailing in the Slate, in 1881. In two localities 
diphtheria was epidemically prevalent in a severe form, and scarlet 
fever was somewhat prevalent in Kent county. 

The increased number of deaths reported, is believed to be the 

result of more complete returns. 

0. H. F. 
December, 1882. 
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The Registration Lawsof Rhode Island. 



PUBLIC STATUTES, CHAPTER 85. 



OF THE REGISTRA.TION OF BIRTHS. DEATHS AND MARRIAGES. 

Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or any person whom the 
board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any town may appoint for 
that purpose, shall obtain chronologically record and index, as required by the 
forms prescribed by section three of this chapter, all information concerning 
births, marriages and deaths occurring among the inhabitants of their respective 
towns; and on or before the first Monday in March, annually, shall make duly 
certified returns thereof to the secretary of the state board of healtli for the year, 
ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding, accompanying the 
same with a list of the persons required by law to make returns to them, who 
have neglected to do so, and with such remarks relating to the object of this 
chapter as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. The secretary of the state board of health shall receive the returns 
made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, make a general ab- 
stract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by section three of this chapter, 
and publish nor^ceeding one thousand copies thereof. Said returns, after such 
report is prepared, shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of state, who 
shall cause the same to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the names to 
be made, and the whole to be bound in volumes of convenient size, and carefully 
preserved in his oflflce. 

Skc. 3. The blank forms required to carry out thjB provisions of this chapter, 
shall, on application, be furnished by the secretary of the state board of health to 
clergymen, physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of meetings of the So- 
ciety of Friends and other persons requiring them, substantially as follows: The 

record of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the 
child, whether born alive or still-born, the name and surname, color, occupation, 
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reBlilence nnd biriliplacc of the pnreuts. and the time at recording, so 
aame can be aacerlaJned. The recoril of s marria^ fihall HlMe the Ante at tka 
marriage, place, name, resideoce anil oRtcial ataiion nf the person hy whom mar- 
ried, names nod surnames of \Uv parlies, age. color, occupation nod residence o( 
each, condition, thai is whether E>Jngie or widowed, wlial marrii^. that i* 
whether flrat, scconU. third or other marriage, the occupation, birthplace and 
name of their parents, nod the time of recording, so for as the same can lie aaiwr- 
tained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and suroame of 
deceased, the sex, color auil cnudition. whether single or married, agf, occupa- 
tion, place of death, place of hirih, names and birthplace o! parents, disease, or 
cauae of death, and the time ut recording, so far as ca.a be ascerttuned. 

Brc. 4. Every meeting of the Society of Friends, clergymen, and all other* 
authorized to Join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such 
rite performed by tliem. in manner and form aforesaid, nnd return Ihe some for 
the last preceding month, oa or before Ihewcuud Monday of every mouth, lothe 
town clerk of the town in which such rite ahall have been (lerformed; and no 
marriage shall be solcmnlxeil until the parlies shall have signed and delivered to 
Ihe person about to solemniM It, or to tlie clerk of a meeting of the Society of 
Friends, a certiHcale containing the information required for the record of a 
marriage, an prescribed by Ibin chapter. 

Sbc. S, The town clerk nf evrry town shall annually. In the month nf jKnu< 
ary, collect the iufomiatiun retjuired by this chapter, in relation to all children 
born in the town during the year ending on the Ihirly-flrst day of December noKl 
preceding. 

Sec, 6. Whenever any person »hall die, or any still born child shall b« 
brought forth in this Slate, the physician attending at such bringing forlli or last 
sickness, if any physician bo altended, sliall within forty-eight hours after such 
death or bringing forth, leave with Ihe family, if any, or periutn Imviug the luire 
of the deceawd, or the person bringing forth such still-bom child, or give to the 
undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certiflcule stating iu case of a 
death the name of the deceased, Uic date of the death, and the disease or caaia 
of the death, and in case of the bringing forth of a still-born child, ih<- date and 
the cause of such clilld being brought forth stiil-born. 

Sec. T. Every towjt council may appoint a sufficient numlier of persona to ant 
as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of such council, 

Bbc. 8. No undertaker or other person shall conduct a funeral, or bury or de- 
posit in a tomb, or remove from this Stale or otherwise dispose of the remahns of 
any deceased person or slill-born child, unless he shnll first obtain Ihe physidaii'a 
certiflcato reijnired by secllon six of this chapter, if a phyHiuinn was in wll«nd* 
UDce upon such person who has deceased, or the person bringing forth sucb 
still-born child, and shall return the same, together witli his own certificate of tiie 
Information required by section three of this chapter, to tbe town clerk of the 
town where such death or bringing forth took place. 
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Sbc. S. Any lown ni»y make ordlDancos. more vftectnally to ati 
]<!cts bcreiu cnntL-mpbtcil. 

Sec, 10. Tliu town cWks. or ferituns ap|i(iin(ed as aforesaid, shall receive for ] 
each rccnni of a ilcntli mitde nod relurned »s required hj law. and for each record 
of a inarringc miulB and returned as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid lo 
Ihem out of tlieir respective town ircnsurles: Promdcd, that the yearly eompenga 
tion to be paifi out of tlie town ireasnr.v as iiforeMkId, lo any one town elerk or 
peraoo appointed as aforesaid, wlio sbnil perform the duties prescritwd by iliiH 
chapter, Hball not be less than five dollars. Undertakers nnd olliera milking re- 
tnrna of deatlis na required by section eiglil of this chapter, shall receive for each 
full re|>ort of a death made to the town clerk, five cents, in llie cities of Proyi- 
deuce and Newport, and ten cents in Ihe other towns of the StDle. 

Sec. II. Every clergyman, pbysicinn. undertaker, town clerk, clerk of anf J 
meeting of the Society of Friends, or other person, who shall wilfully neglect or I 
refuse to perform nny of iho duties impnsi.'d on, or required of bim, by tliiafl 
chapter, shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars for each olTence, ODU-hslfa 
thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, and one*tialt | 
thereof to the use of the person who ithall complain of the snroe. 

Every clergyman, phy«icinu, coroner, undertaker or clerk of iinj ' 
neeling of the Society of Friends, shall cause his name and residence to be 

Borded in the town clerk's ofitcc of llie town where he re.sides. 
I Sec. 13. No letters of adrainistrnliou or letters leatamenlnry shall be graut«d 
y court of probale, upon Ihe estate of any person, until the death of such 
1, or the faclH from which the snroe is presumed, shall he duly ceriined, as 
IS may Ik, to the tonu clerk, in order thai Uie same may be duly reglslered 
cording to Ihc provisions of llila chiipter. 

Bbc. 14. The lown clerks of the several towns, the city clerk of tlie city of 
BTewport, and the city registrar of the city of Providence, Bball Imve the cu.^IikIj 
( all records of births, deaths aud marriages of their respective towns, whether 
i under the stntuies now in force or any former statute, and a certiHcnle 
[ned by them, certifying that any writlvn or printed statement of any marriage, 
•r death is a true copy of the record in their custody, shall he admitted as 
Videucc of such miuringe, birth or dealli. 

Births, marriages nnil deaths of non-residents shall be dislinguisbed 
a those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separalely. 
I Sbo. 10. The secretary of the atnte board of licnilli may, from lime lu lime, 
y the forms of returns, and I'equire such additional information as he may 
irider necessary to accomplish the oliject of Ibis chapter. 
\ Bbc. 17. The lown clerksor other oflicersapt>oiuled under this chapter to collect, 
dand return the births in the several towns, shall receive tees therefor an fol- 
1 For making reconl and return of these faclsas required bylaw, twenty cents 
li for the first fifty entries in each calendar year, and ten neola eat^h for eacli sub- 
tg^ueot entry and return -, lo l>e paid by Ihe town in wbioh the birth li recorded. 
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Sbc. 18. The town clerks of the several towns, or other persons appointed 
under this chapter to collect the births in the several towns, shall annually in the 
month of January, collect the facts concerning the births within their respective 
towns, required by this chapter; and shall so far as practicable, at the same time 
collect the names of all persons liable to be enrolled in the militia, as required 
by title thirty-four; and the census of all persons between the ages of five and 
fifteen years inclusive, as provided by chapter fifty; and shall receive therefor 
such compensation as the town council or the board of aldermen of their respec- 
tive towns or cities shall determine: Provided, that the city of Providence shall 
be exempt from so much of the provisions of this section as relates to the collec- 
tion of the statistics of births. 

Sec. 19. Blanks for the foregoing purposes shall be furnished, on applica- 
tion therefor, on or before the first day of Deceml>er in the year preceding, by the 
state board of health, for the collection of births, by the adjutant-general, for 
the taking of the enrolled militia, and by the commissioner of public schools, for 
the census aforesaid. 

Sec. 20. The person or persons who shall disoharije the duties required by 
section eighteen of this chapter, if other than the town clerk, shall m:ike full 
return thereof to the town clerk of his or their town, on or before the tenth day 
of February' next following. 

Sec. 21. The returns required to be made by clerks of the supreme court, in 
relation to divorces, to the .secretary of the state board of health, or a prepared 
abstract thereof, shall be published in the annual report on the births, marriages 
and deaths in the State. 



CHAPTER 198. 

OF DIVORCES. 

Section 5. The clerks of the supreme court in the several counties, shall 
make returns to the secretary of the state board of health, on or before the first 
day of March, in each and every year, for the year ending on the thirty-first day 
of December preceding, of all the applications for divorce, showing the numl>er, 
the number granted, and the causes which are given for the application, but 
without the names of the parties, in accordance with the blanks which shall be 
furnished them by the secretary of the state board of health. 



AI'PSNOIX — STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 



CHAPTER S3. 



"OF THE STATE BUAIID OF HBAI.TH, 



I Section 1. The govt 
^poinl six [lerujus 



with Ibc ailviue uud coDseot nf Ihc sennlu. Rliall 

> from tlie founlj of Proviiieuee, unU ooe from eucli of 

e other counties, who nhM (constitute the slnle bonrd of henlth, ouc of wboin 

ihkll be appoiiileil in t'ucli yeur for Ihe term of sin years from the first day of 

I July. Any appointment to lUl a vnciincy slintl l>e for Ihc remninder of tbi 

V'Of the persons so appuiiiled, at least three shMJl be tvell educated pEiysicians and I 

'memljers of some mcdieul society incorporaled by the stale. The govefnor nifty I 

removd any member for cuiise, Kt iiiiy lime, upon ilie written request of I 

thirds of the boiird. 

Sbc. 3. The botird shall take cagnizaDC« of tlic inlerraU of life and hcallh 1 
among the cittu.'ns of the stale. They shall mnlie inveatlgulioDS into tbe chuhcs i 
of disease, and espeeially of epidemics and euileiiiics among the people, Ihc 
sources of raorlHlity, and tbe effects of localities, employments, conditions uud 
circumstances on the public liealtb. and shall faithfully ilo all iu their power L 
ascertain tbe causes uud tbe best means for the prevention of diseases of every 1 
kind in the slate. They shnll publish uud circulate, from time to lime, such in- 
formation as iliey may deem to be important and useful for diffusion among the '. 
people of tbe slate, and shall invc.ttigBte aud give advice in relalion to sucb sub- 
jects relating lo Ihe public health, iw may bo referred to tliem by the gOQeral 
assembly, or hy the governor when the general assembly is not in session. 

Hue. 3. The state board of health shall also investignle tbe subject of dise 
among calile or otliur animals. 

Sec, 4, The board shnll meet iu the city of Providence uuce iu three months, 
and as much ofleuer as tbey may deem necessary. No member of the board. 
cxuepl Ihe secvelury, shall receive any couipeusation for Ills serviccM; but the 1 
LkCtual persounl expenses of any member, while engaged In the duties of tbe J 
llMBTd, shall be puid by the Htale 
\ Bbc, S. Tbe board shatlelect a well qualified physician as Lbeirsecretary, w 
^1 be txoffieio B member of llic board, the cummissioucr of public health, and 
H registrar, but he shall not be permitted to vole on any question in which he 
rsonally iulcre.Hled, or t>e entitled lo uuy additional compensatiun for mileage 
Beipensee. , 

UBxc. n. The secretary of the said board slinll make inquiry from lime lo 
j, of lite clerks of town and local boards of liealtb, and practicing pbysi- 
I, in relution to the prevalence of any disease, or knowledge of any knc 
IT generally believed source of disease, or causes of general iU-heallb. and also I 
■ Klation to the proceedings of the said boards of health, iu respect lo acta for I 
jB promotion and protection of the public health, and also in relation to diseases I 
long domestic auimuls In tlielr several towns and localities respectively; and I 
IB BBld clerks of town and local boards of health, uud the said pracLidog pby- f 
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sicians. shall give such information, in reply to said inquiries, of such facts and 
circumstances as shall have come to their knowledge. 

Sec. 7. The secretary .^hall perform and superintend the work prescribed for 
said board by law, and such other duties as tiie board may require, and he shall 
receive such salary, not in excess of twelve hundred dollars annually, as the 
board may determine. He shall hold his office during the pleasure of the board, 
and may be removed at any regular meeting, by a majority vote of the members 
thereof. 

Sec. 8. The governor .shall provide a suitable oftitn* for the l)oard in the city 
of Providence, and the actual expenses of the board and of the members thereof, 
when certified by the chairman and approved by the governor, shall be paid from 
the state treasury. 

Sec. 0. The board shall make a report in print to the general assembly, an- 
nually, of its proceedings during the year ending on the thirty-tii-st day of 
December next preceding, with such suggestions in relation to the sanitary 
laws and interests of the state as they shall deem important. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE LAW OF MARRIAGE IN RHODE ISLAND. 



TITLE XX. CHAPTER 10:{, PUBLIC STATUTES. 

Sections 1, 2 and 3 show what kindred persons cannot marry, and dei^lare 
marriages within prohibited degrees, null and void. 

Section 4 makes an exception in favor of Jews, within the degrees of affinity 
or consanguiniiy allowed by their religion. 

Section 5 declares the marriage of persons having u husband or wife living, 
and of idiots or of lunatics, absolutely void. 

Skc. 6. "Any ordained minister or elder of any religious denomination, who 
shall be domiciled in this State, and either justice of the supreme court, may join 
persons in marriage in any town of the State." (It will be seen that clergymen 
from otfier States cannot wdtinnize intirringcH in Rhode Lsland. Marriages solem- 
nized in Rhode Island, by clergymen living out of the State, are null and void.) 

Suction 7 defines what shall be understood by the term *' religious denomina- 
tion," within the meaning of the preceding section. 

Sec. H. Wardens in the town of New Shoreham, may join persons in mar- 
riage in said town. 

Section 9 provides that no minister, elder, magistrate or warden shall join 
persons in marriage, unless such persons, if nsidenta of thi^ SiaUi, shall first pie- 
sent a certificate properly executed and signed by the town or city clerk or city 
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registrar of the towQ or city in which each of such persons shall reside, and \f 
not residents of this State, then from the town or city clerk or registrar of the town 
or city in which the marriage shall be solemnized, to the effect that the said town 
or city clerk or registrar has duly recorded the intention of marriage between the 
parties named in the certificate, and no town or city clerk or city registrar shall 
issue such certificate to any minor or person under guardianship, unless the con- 
sent in writing of the parent or guardian shall have been first obtained. 

Section 10 provides that every Society of Friends, and every person author- 
ized to join persons in marriage shall certify upon the certificate required in 
section nine of this chapter, the time when and the place where the marriage 
shall have been solemnized by him, and shall on or before the second Monday of 
every mouth return the certificate of every marriage solemnized by him during 
the last preceding month, to the clerk or registrar of the town or city in which 
such rite shall have been performed. 

Section U forbids the solemnization of the marriage ceremony, by any person , 
when lawful objection is made thereto in writing, until such lawful objection be 
removed. 

Sections 12, 18 and 14 provide that any person who shall join persons in mar- 
riage contrary to, or in violation of, chapter 163 of the Public Statutes, shall be 
imprisoned not exceeiing si.x months, or fined not exceeding one thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 15. The solemnization of marriage shall be in the presence of two wit- 
nesses at least, besides the minister, elder or magistrate officiating. 

Section 10 relates to marriages among Quakers or Friends, and among Jews, 
making them valid if in accordance with the forms, rites and ceremonies of the 
same, respectively. 

Section 17 provides that any persons joined in marriage in this State, who 
have neglected to comply with the law as set forth in the preceding sections, 
shall be imprisoned not exceeding six months, or fined not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars. 
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